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STRATEGIC PRIORITY  
 
Access, Opportunity, Equity – Provide all students access to a broad range of high-quality 
educational opportunities from early learning into post-high school engagement. 

 
SUMMARY   

Senate Bill 638 (now Section 167.950, RSMo) was signed into law in June of 2016.  This law 
created the Legislative Task Force on Dyslexia, a group consisting of 20 members as prescribed 
in the law.   

The task force was charged with advising and making recommendations to the governor, Joint 
Committee on Education, and relevant state agencies regarding dyslexia.  The task force was also 
charged with making recommendations for a statewide system for identification, intervention, 
and delivery of supports for students with dyslexia, as described in the act. 

According to statute, the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) is to 
develop guidelines for the appropriate screening of students for dyslexia and related disorders 
based upon the task force’s recommendations.  Beginning in the 2018-19 school year, each 
public school, including each charter school, shall conduct dyslexia screenings for students 
consistent with the guidelines developed by DESE and provide two hours of in-service training 
for all practicing teachers in the district regarding dyslexia and related disorders.  The school 
board of each district and the governing board of each charter school shall provide reasonable 
classroom support consistent to the guidelines developed by DESE. 
 
Representative Kathy Swan, Chair of the Dyslexia Task Force, will provide an overview of the 
task force’s final report of October 17, 2017.   
 
PRESENTERS 
 
Blaine Henningsen, Assistant Commissioner, Office of College and Career Readiness; Kim 
Stuckey, DESE Dyslexia Specialist; and State Representative Kathy Swan, will assist with the 
presentation and discussion of this agenda item.  
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Legislative Task Force on Dyslexia 
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Dyslexia 

 
 

The term “dyslexia” means a disorder that is neurological 
in origin, characterized by difficulties with accurate and 
fluent word recognition, and poor spelling and decoding 

abilities that typically result from a deficit in the 
phonological component of language, often unexpected in 

relation to other cognitive abilities and the provision of 
effective classroom instruction, and of which secondary 

consequences may include problems in reading 
comprehension and reduced reading experience that can 

impede growth of vocabulary and background 
knowledge. 
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What is Dyslexia?- Kelli Sandman-Hurley 
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House Bill 2379 

HB 2379 became law in 2016 

Two major provisions regarding dyslexia: 

1) Screening, classroom support and teacher in-service
 DESE to develop guidelines for screening of students for dyslexia and

classroom support by December 31, 2017
 Public schools to conduct dyslexia screenings, provide classroom

support in the 2018-19 school year
 Teacher assistance programs to annually offer two hours of in-service

training beginning 2018-19 school year

2) Created the “Legislative Task Force on Dyslexia”
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Summary Recommendations 

Interim Report  - April 2017 
 Screening 
 Classroom Support 
 Teacher In-service 
 
Final Report – October 2017 
 Screening 
 Intervention 
 Professional Development 
 Teacher Certification 
 Data Collection 
 Current Practice 
 Other 

 

5



  
 

Summary Recommendations - Screening 

 All K-3 students should be screened for dyslexia and related 
disorders. 
 Grades 1-3 screened within 30 days of the first day of attendance 
 Kindergarteners screened when specified by the evidence-based 

screening instrument, but no later than January 31st each year 

 Schools should screen transfer students or students 
identified as “struggling” in literacy.  

 Essential characteristics of a screening tool. 
 Schools to provide screening results to appropriate school 

personnel and parents. 
 Provide results to DESE for data collection and analysis. 
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Summary Recommendations – Screening 

 Targeted intervention with frequent progress monitoring.
 Recommendation regarding advanced screening tools.
 Specific recommendations for the Department:
 Implement rules for universal screening
 Recommend a process for universal screening
 Recommend training for screeners
 Submit guidelines for screening and necessary classroom supports to

legislature and Governor
 Review existing screening tools
 Develop templates for data reporting and for parent notification
 Provide guidance and resources regarding advanced screening
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Summary Recommendations – Intervention 

 
 Evidence-based reading instruction should be implemented 

with fidelity.  
  
Effective principles of reading noted in NCLB and Every Student Succeeds 
Act (ESSA): 

 
Teaching effective principles for reading in core instruction including 

explicit, systematic evidence-based instruction and literacy content 
including phonological awareness, syllabication, spelling 

(orthography) and morphology. 
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Summary Recommendations – Intervention 

 An intervention system should contain the principles and
elements of a Multi-Sensory Structured Literacy Program
and should reflect:
 Sufficient training for teachers/instructors
 Adherence to frequency, duration and intensity of the program
 Targeted intervention
 Frequent progress-monitoring
 Comprehensiveness
 Classroom-based administration as practicable
 Guidance and indicators for students needing special education

assessment/evaluation
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Summary Recommendations – Intervention 

 Specific recommendations for the Department regarding
Classroom Support:
 Recommend best practices, support materials, technology resources and

appropriate training
 Recommend schools provide parents of students with following

information:
 Support available from school
 Information regarding additional supports and local availability
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Summary Recommendations – Professional 
Development 

 Schools to ensure staff-designated screeners are trained. 
 Schools must ensure that all administrators and teachers 

are trained. 
 Preservice and In-service PD activities should include the 

effective principles for reading.  
 Schools should require two hours of in-service training.  
 Introduction of dyslexia and dyslexia simulation 
 Literacy and reading intervention 
 Screening/progress monitoring, data-based decision-making, fidelity 

and classroom supports 
 Encourage the SBE to promulgate a rule regarding teacher participation 

in annual in-service training 

 PD for secondary level teachers should be tailored to their 
needs. 
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Summary Recommendations – Professional 
Development 

 
A survey of Missouri institutions of higher education training programs for 
teachers of reading, special education, speech-language pathology, school 

psychology, and psychology conducted by the Legislative Task Force on Dyslexia 
revealed that information about the characteristics of dyslexia, and effective 

identification of students with those characteristics and intervention for those 
students is often insufficient or absent.  

 

 Teacher education programs should address dyslexia 
characteristics, identification and intervention in 
curriculum. 
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Summary Recommendations – Professional 
Development 

 
The survey also indicated a lack of instructional collaboration in institutions of 

higher education.  
 

 Instructional collaboration across university departments 
with specific expertise in dyslexia or related disorders. 

 Specific recommendation for the Department:  
 Establish a collaborative relationship with the Department of Higher 

Education regarding pre-service teacher education curriculum 
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Summary Recommendations – Teacher Certification 

 Strongly recommend that institutions of higher education
and the Department align literacy/reading instruction
coursework with knowledge and practice standards from
the Center for Effective Reading Instruction (CERI).
 Implementation may be accomplished through the rule-making

process or may require legislation
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Summary Recommendations – Data Collection 

 Universal and advanced screening data should be limited.
 Consideration for additional data: compliance with

requirements, intervention and outcomes.
 Data collected to be made available to schools, parents, and

other stakeholders.
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Summary Recommendations – Evaluation of 
Current Practices 

 

 
 Strongly recommend the Department review, recommend, 

and assist schools in adopting alternate systems for early 
identification and intervention. 

 Collaboration between regular education and special 
education school personnel. 

 A committee of assessment experts appointed by DESE. 
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Summary Recommendations – Other 
 

 
 

 Emphasize the science of teaching and learning. 
 Coordinate and collaborate with early education. 
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Task Force Members 

Representative  Lauren Arthur 
Steven Beldin – MO Council of Administrators of Special Education 
Mollie Bolten – Special School District 
Susan Bonnett – Private citizen 
Scott Crooks – Missouri School Board Association 
Jennifer Edwards – Decoding Dyslexia Missouri 
John Effinger – Assistive Technology Specialist 
Linda Fugate – Reading Specialist 
Dr. Chelsea Johnson – Pediatrician 
Anita Kutenkuler – Independent Private Provider 
Noel Leif – Academic Language Therapists Association 
Erica Lembke – University of Missouri 
Dr. Phillip Mothersead – Licensed Psychologist 
Laura Naas – Missouri State Teacher’s Association 
Senator Bob Onder 
Terry  Osborne – Private Citizen 
Senator Scott Sifton 
Kim Stuckey – Dyslexia Specialist, DESE 
Eva Trumbower – Speech Language Pathologist 
Lorrie Wolf – Missouri International Dyslexia Association 
Representative Kathryn Swan, Chair 

Thank you from the members of the 
Legislative Task Force on Dyslexia! 
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