
Task Force on Blind Student Academic and Vocational Performance Blind Task Force (BTF)

Minutes

Regular Meeting of Committee Representatives February 9, 2021

Members in Attendance: Geoffrey Barney, Superintendent, Missouri School for the Blind (MSB), DESE; Dr. Stephen Barr, Assistant Commissioner, Office of Special Education (OSE), Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE); Denise Boucher, Student Representative; Jennifer Carmack, Consumer Organization: National Federation Of The Blind; Linda Coccovizzo, Parent Of Blind or Visually Impaired Student Attending Public School in Missouri; Rose Ehresman, Teacher of the Visually Impaired; Carla Keirns, Parent of Blind or Visually Impaired Student Attending Public School In Missouri, 2021 Chairperson; June Lenk, Consumer Organization: Missouri Council of the Blind; Samantha Scott, Department of Social Services, Rehabilitation Services for the Blind; Brent Sharp, Public School Special Education Administrator
Members Not in Attendance: Stacy Hamlett, Public School Building Principal; Reeda Rippee, Orientation and Mobility Specialist; Shari Scott, Institution of Higher Education; Louise Whitworth, Teacher of the Visually Impaired; Angie Yorke, Employer, 
Guests in Attendance: Blindness Skills Specialists (BSS) Anthony Blades and DJ Butcher, Missouri State University-Southwest Regional Professional Development (RPDC), Springfield; Jessica Hall, BSS, Truman State University-Northeast RPDC, Kirksville; Jane Herder, Missouri School for the Blind (MSB)-Outreach Services, St. Louis; Patricia Runge, Assistant Director, Postsecondary Transition/Career Education Special Needs (CESN), OSE/DESE; Kristin Funk, Assistant Director, Achievement, Accessible Educational Materials (AEM), OSE/DESE
Minute taker: Regina Miller, Administrative Assistant, OSE, DESE


Carla Keirns, 2021 Chairperson, officiated over the meeting.

· Call to Order at 10:00 a.m. by Carla Keirns, BTF Chairperson.


· Roll Call: C. Keirns

· Introductions: C. Keirns
· Review and approval of February 9, 2021 Agenda: C. Keirns
· Motion made by Brent Sharp to approve with no changes and seconded by Rose Ehreman. Passed with all in favor.
· Review and approval of November 11, 2020 Minutes: C. Keirns
· Motion made by Rose Ehreman to approve with no changes and seconded by Linda Coccovizzo. Passed with all in favor.


· Introduction to Career Education Special Needs (CESN), Patricia Runge, Assistant Director, Postsecondary Transition/Career Education Special Needs (CESN) 
PowerPoint presentation with no additional handouts provided.

· Introduction to Accessible Educational Materials (AEM) Project, Kristin Funk, Assistant Director, Achievement
PowerPoint presentation - Additional handouts provided to members in braille, large and regular print prior to meeting date.

· State of VI in Missouri, Carla Keirns
PowerPoint presentation – Additional handout provided to members in braille, large and regular print prior to meeting date.
· DESE Update

· Budget—state: Proposed budget for the 2021-22 school year were sent to the Governor’s office. His budget team revised the recommendations and presented those to the legislature. First budget hearing with the House is scheduled for Wednesday, February 10, 2021.   

· Budget—federal: Congress passed a Continuing Resolution (CR) that maintains most of the elements and funding levels of the prior federal fiscal year. Congress passed the Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief Fund II (ESSER) that provides around $871 million to Missouri’s public schools. They receive funds based on the Title I formula. Funds are available through September 30, 2023.  Allowable uses include addressing learning loss, preparing schools for reopening, testing, repairing, and upgrading projects to improve air quality in school buildings.

· COVID-19: The state education agency at the Assistant Commissioner level are continuing to allow most staff to telework three days and come to the office two days per week. We are maintaining COVID-19 guidance on the DESE website to try to help districts with the many decisions in front of them. A state map with all districts provides a fairly current account of the way schools are organizing instruction.  
· State Performance Plan/Annual Performance Report (SPP/APR): SPP/APR was submitted on time and are currently awaiting initial feedback to occur in April This SPP/APR ends the current target cycle. Significant changes are anticipated for the 2022 submission that include a substantial increase in parent input into the target setting process.  

· Alternative Assessment Participation: Changes under the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) limit the participation of students on the state’s alternate assessment to one percent of total test takers. The US Department of Education indicated there will be no waiver of federal testing requirements for the 2020-21 school year. The alternative assessment (MAP-A) for Missouri is the Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM), a multistate development effort. Current participants indicate Missouri is under the one percent threshold.

· IDEA Part B Application: State is preparing its application for funds under IDEA Part B. The application will be posted for public review by March 1 and must be submitted prior to May 21. Few changes are expected in the application process.  The public view includes a proposed use of the state’s set aside funds.

· Missouri Commission for Deaf and Hard of Hearing (MCDHH) is searching for an Executive Director.  

· 2021 Sub Committees: Membership and Chairpersons: C. Keirns
· Academic and Vocational Services: No report presented.
· Children’s Vision Summit: Rose Ehresman, chairperson, will be contacting subcommittee members to schedule a meeting to begin discussion and planning for the next Children’s Vision Summit. It has been suggested that Missouri School for the Blind be considered as a venue for the next CVS. 
· Student Achievement: No report presented.
· Rules: Linda Coccovizzo, chairperson, submitted two proposals to members for review prior to scheduled meeting requesting changes to current bylaws. 
· Sec. 4. TERM OF MEMBERSHIP – Members shall serve for an initial term of three years, serving up to three consecutive terms. If after the third consecutive term, the member wishes to continue to serve, and there is no proposed new member for a vacancy, the member may continue for a fourth consecutive term. Representatives for DESE, DSS, The Missouri School for the Blind, the State Rehabilitation Council for the Blind, and both consumer groups shall serve until a replacement is appointed by their organization.
· Add Sec. 7. under Article III – Membership – Students may join the meeting via conferencing platform, designated by DESE, at a time agreed upon by the student and the Chair, no less than 14 days prior to the meeting. 

· A motion to accept the proposals with changes, seconded and passed by majority. 
· BTF New Members/Vacancies/Updates: C. Keirns
Vacancies as of today’s meeting are: 
· (1) Parent of Blind or Visually Impaired Student

· (1) Public School Special Education Administrator

· (1) Public School Building Principal

·  (1) Employer

· (2) Students
· Current Workshops/Events: 
· Please see MSB handout 
To view additional current workshops/events please visit https://dese.mo.gov/special-education/advisory-panels/blind-task-force/meeting-minutes
Suggestions for agenda items for next May 11, 2021 meeting 
Send suggestions to Carla Keirns or Regina Miller.

· Meeting adjourned 12:30 p.m.

