
Task Force on Blind Student Academic and Vocational Performance Blind Task Force (BTF)

Minutes

Regular Meeting of Committee Representatives August 6, 2019

For information on the BTF, visit http://dese.mo.gov/special-education/advisory-panels.

Members in Attendance: Jennifer Carmack, June Lenk, Joy Frazier Boyle, Louise Whitworth, Reeda Rippee, Pam Alberti, Brent Sharp, Ian Shadrick, Stephen Barr, Geoffrey Barney, Shari Scott, Angie Yorke, Donna Borgmeyer

Members Not in Attendance: Linda Coccovizzo, Stacy Hamlett, Adrian Marcos

Minute taker: Regina Miller, administrative assistant, OSE, DESE


For presentation handouts, links and resources provided during the meeting, please go to https://dese.mo.gov/special-education/advisory-panels/blind-task-force/related-links
R. Rippee officiated over the meeting until L. Whitworth’s arrival. 

· Call to Order at 10:15 a.m.: R. Rippee

· Roll Call: R. Rippee
· Introductions: R. Rippee
· Review and approval of August 6, 2019 DRAFT Agenda: R. Rippee
· J. Lenk motioned for approval of agenda as written. R. Rippee seconded the motion. Agenda was approved.
· Review and approval of May 7, 2019 Minutes: R. Rippee
· J. Lenk motioned that a change be made to minutes as follows: During the Children’s Vision Summit update portion of the meeting, please change “National Council for the Blind” to “American Council of the Blind”. R. Rippee seconded motion; minutes were approved with changes.

· Career Education Special Needs Presentation, Alicia Hunt Ketterman, Assistant Director, OSE/EP/DESE
· Handouts were provided and can be accessed online at https://dese.mo.gov/special-education/advisory-panels/blind-task-force/related-links
· DESE Update, Stephen Barr, Assistant Commissioner, Office of Special Education, DESE 

· Addressed current issues and updates related to the following areas:

· State Plan

· Systemic Improvement Plan

· Significant Disproportionality

· New Directors Academy Update

· Missouri School for the Blind Update – Deaf/Blind Grant and Census Process: Jane Herder and Geoffrey Barney

· Handouts and a website review were provided and can be accessed online at  https://dese.mo.gov/special-education/advisory-panels/blind-task-force/related-links
· New conference center is currently in the works. 
· Provide a resource link to Lighthouse for the Blind (www.lhbindustries.com) on current Blind Task Force website.
· BTF New Members/Vacancies/Updates: L. Whitworth

· Reviewed with members current vacancies which are as follows:

· Parent of Blind or Visually Impaired Student Attending Public School in Missouri (1)

· Public School Building Principal (1)

· Employer (1)

· Student (2)

· Subcommittee Updates: L. Whitworth

· Nothing to report

· Academic and Vocational Services, L. Whitworth

· In need of easier access to professional development opportunities.

· Deaf/Blind Project

· New Braille Embosser – goal to provide for all districts for MAP testing

· How can we better disseminate information related to services, programs, training, etc.?

· DESE Website

· Deaf-Blind Live Binder Resources

· Create an outreach booklet and keep updated

· Word of mouth – have teachers make contact and refer individuals to the BTF website.

· Include principals, parents, students, teachers, in the outreach process.

· Children’s Vision Summit, I. Shadrick
· Updates as of August 6, 2019

· Date: Saturday, November 2, 2019

· Venue: Capital West Event Center, Jefferson City, MO

· Theme: Expand Your World

· Currently reconfirming presenters

· Need volunteers to help work registration. L. Whitworth has a couple of her students in mind that would be available to help.

· Flyer posted at https://dese.mo.gov/special-education/advisory-panels/blind-task-force/related-links
· Rules, L. Coccovizzo
· No report

· Student Achievement, 

· No report

· Current Workshops/Events

· See “Event Calendars/Announcements” at https://dese.mo.gov/special-education/advisory-panels/blind-task-force/related-links
· Agenda for next scheduled meeting 11/12/2019
· No suggestions at this time.
· Motion to adjourn made by R. Rippee. Motion seconded by G. Barney. Meeting adjourned at 12:50 p.m.


