
Task Force on Blind Student Academic and Vocational Performance Blind Task Force (BTF)

Minutes

Virtual WebEx Meeting of Task Force November 10, 2020


Members in Attendance: Jennifer Carmack, National Federation of the Blind, Carla Keirns, Parent of Blind or Visually Impaired Student, Louise Whitworth, Teacher of the Visually Impaired, Brent Sharp, Public School Special Education Administrator, Samantha Scott, Department of Social Services, Dr. Stephen Barr, Assistant Commissioner, Office of Special Education, DESE, Geoffrey Barney, Missouri School for the Blind, Shari Scott, Institution of Higher Education, Angie Yorke, Employer, Denise Boucher, Student 

Members Not in Attendance: June Lenk, Missouri Council of the Blind, Linda Coccovizzo, Parent of Blind or Visually Impaired Student, Rose Ehresman, Teacher of the Visually Impaired, Reeda Rippee, Orientation & Mobility Specialist, Stacy Hamlett, Public School Building Principal

Guest Presenter(s), Blind Skills Specialist(s): Anthony Blades, BSS, DJ Butcher, BSS, Jessica Hall, BSS, Jane Herder, Lead Parent Advisor/Family Specialist/Teacher of the VI/OMS, Missouri School for the Blind, and Seunghee Han, Planner, OSE, DESE
Minute taker: Regina Miller, administrative assistant, OSE, DESE


L. Whitworth, 2020 Chairperson, officiated over the meeting.

· Call to Order at 10:02 a.m.: L. Whitworth


· Roll Call: R. Miller in the absence of secretary, R. Rippee

· Introductions: L. Whitworth
· Blind Skills Specialists: Anthony Blades, DJ Butcher, Jessica Hall
· Additional presenters: Jane Herder, Lead Parent Advisor/Family Specialist/Teacher of the VI/OMS, Missouri School for the Blind, and Seunghee Han, Planner, OSE, DESE
· Review and approval of November 10, 2120 DRAFT Agenda: L. Whitworth
· Motion made and seconded to approve agenda with no changes.

· Review and approval of August 4, 2020 Minutes: L. Whitworth
· Motion made and seconded to approve minutes with no changes. 


· 2020 Missouri Blind Literacy Study: Seunghee Han, Planner, OSE, DESE
Annual study of educational status of eligible blind/visually impaired students reported to Missouri Legislature each year on December 1. To view report, visit https://dese.mo.gov/special-education/blindness-literacy-reports.

· Blind Skills Specialists(BSS) November Reports: DJ Butcher, Anthony Blades, Jessica Hall)


· DESE Update: Stephen Barr, Assistant Commissioner, Office of Special Education, DESE 

Reported on current issues and updates related to the following areas:

· Budget-state: Proposed budgets for the 2021-22 school year approved by the State Board of Education on September 15, 2020 and sent to the Governor’s office. There have been no further changes to the current year’s operating budget since the August meeting.

· Budget-federal: Congress passed a Continuing Resolution (CR) that maintains most of the elements and funding levels of the prior federal fiscal year through December 11, 2020.  

· COVID-19: A COVID-19 guidance website currently maintained by DESE to help districts with the many decisions ahead. 

· State Performance Plan/Annual Performance Report (SPP/APR): DESE is preparing and submitting data in anticipation of the February 1, 2021 SPP/APR deadline. Current data and targets to presented to the Special Education Advisory Panel for their review in December. Significant changes anticipated for the 2022 submission.   

· Alternative Assessment Participation: Changes under the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) limit the participation of students on the state’s alternate assessment to one percent of total test takers. The alternative assessment (MAP-A) for Missouri is the Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM) which is a multistate development effort. The US Department of Education (USDE) indicated no waiver of federal testing requirements for the 2020-21 school year. The USDE recently posted a Q and A to respond to questions regarding state accountability under the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA).

· Accessible Educational Materials (AEM): Missouri applied to receive technical assistance from the National Center on Accessible Educational Materials for Learning (AEM). AEM is a technical assistance (TA) center led by the Center for Applied Special Technology (CAST) and funded by the U.S. Department of Education, Office of Special Education Programs. The Center’s goal is to increase the availability and use of AEM and accessible technologies by individuals with disabilities in early learning, K-12, higher education, and workforce development settings. Seven states create a national AEM Cohort. With the Center’s expert assistance, each state in the AEM Cohort will develop a coordinated system for providing AEM accessible technologies across the continuum of state educational services.

· 2021 Sub Committees: Membership and Chairpersons: Appointments have been tabled until the February meeting. The current chairpersons are: 

· Academic and Vocational Services – Sub Committee Chairperson: L. Whitworth 

· Children’s Vision Summit -  Sub Committee Chairperson: Rose Ehresman

· Rules – Sub Committee Chairperson: L. Coccovizzo – A proposal has been submitted for discussion related to changing Article 3 Section 1 of current BTF bylaws to allow qualifying student representatives (currently enrolled in second and third year of high school or attending a postsecondary school and completing a current term on the Blind Task Force) be allowed to participate/attend the meeting via WebEx or conference call at a time designated by DESE and agreed upon by the student and the Chairperson no less than 21 days prior to the scheduled meeting. This matter tabled for discussion at next meeting in the absence of subcommittee chairperson.
· Student Achievement – Carla Keirns – Presented a brief PowerPoint discussion on the subject of learning remotely and the need for district personnel to be more aware of visual fatigue and added stress by visually impaired students involved in virtual learning. Depending on the child, their impairment and their age, visual fatigue is a real concern that needs addressing.  

· BTF New Members/Vacancies/Updates: L. Whitworth

· One Parent representative

· One Public School Administrator

· One Public School Principal

· One Employer representative

· Two Student representatives

· Representative for the Rehabilitation Council for the Blind


· 2021 Meeting Dates/Location/Catering: L. Whitworth

· Tuesday, February 9, 2021 – WebEx Meeting
Tuesday, May 11, 2021

· Tuesday, August 10, 2021

· Tuesday, November 9, 2021

· McAlister’s will provide catering at face-to-face meetings. 

· 2021 Blind Task Force Officers: L. Whitworth

· Chairperson, Carla Keirns

· Vice Chairperson, Reeda Rippee

· Secretary, Louise Whitworth


· Agenda for next scheduled meeting 
· Proposed topics for discussion in 2021

· Virtual Learning and Visual Fatigue

· AEM

· CESN

· Children’s Vision Summit

· Change in bylaws related to student participation in meetings


· Motion to adjourn made and seconded. Meeting adjourned at 12:30 p.m.


