
Task Force on Blind Student Academic and Vocational Performance Blind Task Force (BTF)

Minutes

Virtual WebEx Meeting of Committee Representatives May 5, 2020


For information on the BTF, visit https://dese.mo.gov/special-education/advisory-panels/blind-task-force
Handouts related to presentations for today’s meeting can be found at https://dese.mo.gov/special-education/advisory-panels/blind-task-force
Members in Attendance: Jennifer Carmack, June Lenk, Jessica Hall, Joy Frazier Boyle, Linda Coccovizzo, Carla Keirns, Louise Whitworth, Rose Ehresman, Stacey Hamlet, Stephen Barr, Geoffrey Barney, Shari Scott, Samantha Scott, Angie York, Denise Boucher, DJ Butcher, Jane Herder, Anthony Blades
Members Not in Attendance: Reeda Rippee, Donna Borgmeyer
Minute taker: Regina Miller, administrative assistant, OSE, DESE


L. Whitworth, 2020 chairperson, officiated over the meeting.

· Meeting called to order at 10:10 a.m.


· Roll Call:  R. Miller conducted roll call in the absence of R. Rippee.

· Introductions: L. Whitworth
·  Samantha Scott, Transition Services Coordinator, Rehabilitation Services for the Blind

· Review and approval of August 4, 2020 Agenda: L. Whitworth
· Motion to accept agenda with no changes made by L. Coccovizzio and seconded by S. Hamlet. Agenda approved with no changes.

· Review and approval of May 5, 2020 Minutes: L. Whitworth
· Motion to accept minutes with no changes made by S. Hamley and seconded by C. Keirns. Minutes approved as is with no changes.


· Presentation: VI/B Eligibility: Definition of Visual Impairment has Changed, J. Herder
· Handouts embossed into braille and forwarded to members 7/30/2020

· DESE Update: S. Barr
· Budget—state:  Due to COVID-19 pandemic, the legislature is likely to cut state operating budgets for this coming year to meet the projected shortfall and provide the Governor continued ability to balance the budget during the year.
· Budget—federal:  The budget passed by October 1 provides funding for districts for the 2020-21 school year. Though there are small increases to funding under IDEA, does little to reach promised federal level of commitment of 40 percent.  

· IDEA Funding:  Following a required 60-day public review, during which no public comments were received, OSE forwarded its application for IDEA Part B funding for the next school year. This application covers funding starting July 1, 2020. 
· COVID-19:  The pandemic forced virtually everyone into different modes of work. Currently, most staff at the agency are teleworking. All districts eventually were forced to close and take on the challenging task of figuring out new ways to provide education. This proved especially challenging for teachers serving students with disabilities. Our best advice? Maintain as many services as possible and work with the parents on amendments/changes. As of this report, Secretary of Education has not included waivers of Part B to the Congress for consideration.
· State Leadership Development Grant: Purpose is to provide training to current and/or future administrators of special education. Focus will be on providing detailed information to help administrators understand and implement special education at an exemplary level.  Kindra Delp is helping organize the grant activities. We are currently processing applications to identify ten members for cohort one to pilot the leadership development process and materials. Modules are being developed for classes starting in July/August.

· State Performance Plan/Annual Performance Report (SPP/APR): Missouri submitted the state SPP/APR for Part B on January 30 to the OSEP at the US Department of Education. OSEP will be conducting an initial review over the next several months. Very few indicators needed additional information. OSEP will begin the process of making state determinations under their Results Driven Accountability process and provide those results prior to July 1. 

· State Systemic Improvement Plan (SSIP): The Office of Special Education submitted its annual evaluation of the SSIP prior to the April 1 deadline. The SSIP is indicator 17 of the SPP/APR process. The SSIP is the agency’s best effort to support districts continuous improvement over time. The SSIP provides resources to help teachers improve collaborative practices, uses data to help inform decisions, and virtual training on using only research-based highly effective teaching and learning practices. All online activities are supported through the Virtual Learning Platform that provides resources at no cost to districts. The Regional Professional Development Center (RPDCs) provide technical assistance in implementing best practices. The system will address academic, behavioral and social/emotional needs. Missouri is focusing on statewide implementation. 
· Alternative Assessment Participation: Changes under the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) limit the participation of students on the state’s alternate assessment to one percent of total test takers. The U.S. Department of Education waived state testing for the 2019-20 school year. This was helpful since the testing cycles could not be completed. No district will be out of compliance for alternative assessment participation for the 2019-20 school year.


· Alternative Methods of Instruction: Legislation passed last session allows districts to make up hours of instruction lost due to exceptional circumstances such as weather, power outage or a contagious disease by alternate instructional methods. The primary alternate process may include virtual instruction or computer assisted methods. We expect AMI will be of more interest as districts have had to adapt very quickly to the pandemic. To assist districts in thinking through the options and issues, the Office of Special Education, with support from MO-CASE, field compliance staff, and additional reviews by Blindness Skills Specialists and professionals at Missouri School for the Deaf (MSD) and Missouri School for the Blind (MSB) guidance. The initial guidance supports districts as they consider their options and provides direction for training that may be required. Staff are developing additional guidance and supports for districts given that the pandemic raised the awareness for the potential of AMI across the state.
· 2020 Sub Committees: Membership and Chairpersons: L. Whitworth

· Academic and Vocational Services

· Children’s Vision Summit

· Student Achievement

· Rules 


· BTF New Members/Vacancies/Updates: L. Whitworth
· Student Representatives: Various members shared that they had someone in mind to fill this vacancy. They were asked to follow up and direct those individuals to our nominee form online at https://dese.mo.gov/special-education/advisory-panels/blink-task-force
· Current Workshops/Events: 
· Posted at https://dese.mo.gov/special-education/advisory-panels/blind-task-force
· Suggestions for future agenda items:
· Presentation providing information related to MoPAL program
· Yvonne Ali, Missouri Instructional Resource Center at Missouri School for the Blind (MSB) present a hands on demonstration of new products from the American Printing House for the Blind. These materials are available for school districts to borrow on the Federal Quota Program. 
· Presentation on Nemeth resources, J. Herder
· Children’s Vision Summit subcommittee to follow up regarding plans for next summit

· Discussion and possible follow up presentation related to math competencies, accessibility, and equipment available to B/VI students emphasizing need in rural communities.

· Student Achievement subcommittee to revisit data provided by Dr. Barr. C. Keirns, subcommittee chairperson asked for feedback from members by email.
· Members to follow up with possible student representative candidates to fill current vacancies

· Motion to adjourn made by L. Coccovizzo and seconded by C. Keirns. 
Meeting adjourned at 11:45 a.m.

