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See you at the Summer Tour

Advisor felt led to Santa Fe

The Santa Fe Agri-Leaders’ 
new advisor says the area 
is a little different than his  
family’s cow-calf operation 
east of Joplin, but he wouldn’t have things any other way.

Jarred Lewis and his wife Seleene both earned their  
bachelor’s degrees from Missouri State University and are 
working on their master’s degrees currently. They chose a 
geographical area where they could both follow their hearts. 
“We both love it here,” he says, “the feeling of the com-
munity. It’s where the Lord was leading us to be.” He be-
gan in January with the Santa Fe chapter based in Alma.  
While Jarred is at Santa Fe, Seleene will soon be teaching in 
Marshall beginning in July. 

Jarred hit the ground running at his new program which  
includes regular meetings and speakers when members aren’t 
planting or harvesting, annual test plots, and boasts a new 
“teach the teacher” program. 

The Santa Fe Agri-Leaders are also hosting a golf  tourna-
ment at the Indian Foothills Golf Course in Marshall on July 24.  
For more information, contact the Santa Fe Agri-Leaders at 
(417) 676-0284. 

Photos courtesy Linda G
eist and M

U
 Extension

The 2015 MYF/YFW Summer Tour is July 30 - Aug. 1 in 
Mexico, Mo. Register by June 30 for early rates -  see the 

brochure and registration inside this newsletter. 

Summer Tour to 
Highlight Stanton 

Brothers and More
July 30-Aug. 3

Photo: Jarred and Seleene  
Lewis pose for a family photo 
with daughter Clare Jayne. They 
are both agricultural instructors. 

Dustin and Austin Stanton of Stanton Brothers 
started their hatching business when they were just 
kids. Their operation will be featured with sev-
eral other exciting stops at the 2015 MYF/YFW  
Summer Tour in Mexico, Mo., on July 30-Aug. 
3. A full brochure and registration are available  
inside this newsletter. 

In 1999, Dustin’s first-grade class hatched baby 
chickens through MU Extension 4-H’s “Hatching 
Chicks in the Classroom” program. Names were 
drawn for the lucky winner who would take home 
the baby chicks that were incubated and hatched.

Dustin brooded when another classmate won 
the chicks, so badly that his uncle bought him 
six chicks. His love of chicks hatched a busi-
ness that is now the largest free-range operation 
in the nation. Stanton Brothers are a prominent  
supplier of local and regional eggs. 

Register today to learn more about this  
impressive agricultural business along with many 
others at this year’s Summer Tour. See details 
starting on page 5. 





The President’s Pen
Hello to all the Missouri Young Farmers and Young Farm 

Wives. This is my first article as president for the coming year. 
This organization is very dear to me as I have been a member 
for many years. This organization has seen some changes that 
have been good for it. I feel priviledged to have the chance to 
serve as its president. 

I know it has been a wet spring and everyone wants to 
get into the field to plant corn. I hope it does become dry so  
everyone can plant, have a safe planting season, and the corn 
and beans grow well. It is also calving season for some. I hope 
everyone has a productive and safe calving season. 

We will have our State Tour in Mexico July 30-August 1. 
We will have a good selection of tour stops. 
I hope you can make it to Summer Tour at 
Mexico and have a fun time. 

In closing I hope everone has a safe and 
prosperous year. 

			   Robert A. Chrisman 
   			   MYF/YFW President

 Missouri Young Farmers/Young Farm Wives
EXECUTIVE BOARD

Robert Chrisman, President 
215 N. Main Carrollton, MO 64633  
(660) 484-3662   rchrisman0844@gmail.com

Ross Becker, 1st Vice-President (NE) 
406 Woodland  Mexico, MO  65265
(573) 721-0735  ross@mexicoyoungfarmers.com

Jody Bergman, Vice President/Secretary  (C) 
207 N Waverly, PO Box 69  Alma, MO  64001
(660) 674-2662   jtbergman@almanet.net

Jacob Bachmann, Vice-President/Treasurer (SE) 
17 Cross St.  Perryville, MO  63775
(573) 768-5719   jbachmann6@gmail.com

Jennifer Thogmartin, Vice-President/Reporter (SW) 
11737 Norway Road  Neosho, MO  64850
(417) 437-5823  thogmartinjennifer@neoshor5.org

Derek Lowrey, Vice President/Sentinel (NW) 
321 SE 60th St  Trenton, MO  64683
(660) 654-1643  dslowreyfarms@gmail.com

Jordan Yoder, Past President (NE) 
66502 Mark Twain Ave.  Novelty, MO  63460
(660) 739-4403  jyoderian@gmail.com

Sarah Lowrey, Vice President (NW) 
321 SE 60th St  Trenton, MO  64683
(660) 654-1643  smeissen09@hotmail.com

Tony Miesner, Vice-President (SE) 
241 Pebble Ln  Perryville, MO  63775
(573) 768-2541  tmiesner35@gmail.com

Lucas Thogmartin, Vice-President (SW) 
11737 Norway Road  Neosho, MO  64850
(417) 437-5823  thogmartinjennifer@neoshor5.org

Representing DESE
Leon Busdieker, Advisor
PO Box 480  Jefferson City, MO  65102
(573) 751-8466  leon.busdieker@dese.mo.gov

Lisa Evans, Executive Secretary
PO Box 480  Jefferson City, MO  65102
(573) 751-8467  lisa.evans@dese.mo.gov

Representing FBMA
Bruce Fowler, Adult Instructor
125 Gentry Hall, University of Missouri - Columbia 
Columbia, MO 65211
(573) 882-7379      fowlerb@missouri.edu

Representing MVATA
Will Allison 
Agricultural Education Instructor
Perryville Area CTC
326 College St. 
Perryville, Mo., 63775
(573) 547-7500, ext. 584 or 342 
wallison@perryville.k12.mo.us

Newsletter Staff 
Jennie Bedsworth 
(573) 291-7315   jennie.bedsworth@gmail.com

      Agriculture.                     Education.                     Leadership.                     Service.                                   Page 3

Connect with Young Farmers Online
Did you know you can keep in touch with Missouri Young Farmers/

Young Farm Wives online? The group has a new Facebook page where you 
can get updates and post your own news and questions. 

The group also has a website where you can see previous newsletters 
including the special digital-only fall edition which will be available later 
this year. 

To see the page, go to the Facebook search box and type in “Mis-
souri Young Farmers” and it will appear. To visit the website, visit  
MoYoungFarmers.org online. 
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Young Farmers Sponsor FFA Proficiency Award

Jera Anne Pipkin of Republic 
won the Missouri FFA Agricul-
tural Communications Entrepre-
neurship and Placement Combined 
Proficiency Award at the 87th 
Missouri FFA Convention. Mis-
souri Young Farmers/Young Farm 
Wives sponsored this award.
Pipkin, a senior at Republic High 

School, is the daughter of 
James and Joann Pipkin. She 
is a member of the Republic 
FFA chapter. Her FFA ad-
visors are Jason Cutler and 
Mike Shumaker.
Pipkin got her first taste of 

working with agricultural 
communications through 
helping publish a magazine 
with her mother. Pipkin then 
began to broaden her com-
puter skills through work 
with the Adobe Creative 
Suite. Pipkin also improved 
her organizational and com-
munication skills by doing 
website updates for Monti 

West Designs.
Pipkin’s supervised agricultural 

experience program has helped 
her gain skills in marketing, for-
mal communication methods, time 
management, organization, and 
communications software.
Pipkin has won multiple graph-

ic design contests through the  

Jera Pipken of the Republic FFA 
Chapter wins the Missouri FFA 
Agricultural Communications 
Proficiency Award sponsored by 
MYF/YFW. 

National Junior Angus Show. Pip-
kin also served on the Southwest 
Missouri Junior Angus Association 
and the Missouri Junior Angus As-
sociation officer teams.
Pipkin plans to study agricul-

tural communications at Oklaho-
ma State University in Stillwater, 
Okla.
Proficiency awards recognize 

FFA members who excel as agri-
cultural entrepreneurs, employees 
or volunteers while gaining hands-
on career experience. Agricultural 
Communications is one of 50 pro-
ficiency award areas recognized at 
the state level. 
Holly Enowski of Russellville, 

Mo., took second place at the Mis-
souri FFA Agricultural Commu-
nications Entrepreneurship and 
Placement Combined Proficiency 
Award at the 87th Missouri FFA 
Convention.
Enowski, a junior at Eldon High 

School, is the daughter of Rob-
ert and Lisa Enowski. She is a  
member of the Eldon FFA Chapter. 
Her FFA advisors are Matt Biddle, 
Josh Blair, Tyler Schmidt, and 
Gary Reichel.

The 2015 MYF/YFW FFA Speaking Contest Finals were held at the State Convention on February 
7th, 2015 at the Courtyard by Marriott in Columbia. Pictured with Samantha Marre and Nora Faris  
(2014-15 State FFA officers) are left to right (with district and placing): Emily Johns (SE, District Winner), 
Sarah Kwast (SC, District Winner), Elizabeth Knipp (CE, District Winner), Ty Whittaker (SW, 3rd Place),  
Audrey Schultz (NW, 2nd Place), Savanna Presson (NE, 1st place), and MYF/YFW executive officers  
Jordon Yoder and Derek Lowrey. 
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Paul Dubbert Tractors and Parts: 20 Acres of tractor, 
com

bine, and truck salvage. Started in 1979, specializing 
in rare and hard to find Internationals, also has one of a 
kind prototypes, and m

any pieces of other rare farm
 

item
s. 

 

Joe Stuckenschneider collects and restores IH trucks 
&

 tractors. A unique selection of older Internationals. 

Sim
m

ons Stable, built in the early 1900s w
hen M

exico 
w

as know
n as Saddle Horse Capital of the W

orld. Is in 
the m

idst of a restoration project to becom
e the Inter-

national Saddlebred Hall of Fam
e. 

Started in 1910, Danuser is still fam
ily ow

ned and continues to 
grow

. They have 2 com
ponents, O

EM
: producing com

ponents like 
ball joints and cylinder parts, &

 the Att
achm

ent: producing item
s 

like augers, post drivers post-hole diggers, &
 concrete breakers. 

They supply 1,000 com
panies w

orld-w
ide. 

M
issouri Plant Science Center uses technology to augm

ent &
 en-

hance coal pow
er generation. This causes coal to burn longer and 

go further helping pow
er plants be m

ore productive, cleaner, and 
m

ore effi
cient. 

ADM
/M

id Am
erica Biofuel-Starts as elevator for Soybeans, takes, 

cleans, flakes, creating Soy oil (degum
m

ed oil  &
 neutralized oil) 

neutralized oil is piped across the street &
 processed into Bio-

diesel fuel. 

Sydenstricker Genetics has been producing registered Angus  
seedstock since 1952. They calve 900 head each year and w

ill hold 
their 37th annual production sale this fall. 

Founded by Ralph Sydenstricker as an IH dealer in 1944, m
oving to 

M
exico and becom

ing a John Deere dealership in 1966, Syden-
strickers (still fam

ily ow
ned) has grow

n to 10 locations and services 
m

uch of M
issouri. 

Brinker Farm
s: Fam

ily operation of 2,800 sow
s farrow

 
to finish; 4,300 row

-crop acres; recently opened up a 
processing facility and restaurant. 

 
Stanton Brothers:  O

ver 20,000 free range egg layers,  the 
nation’s largest independent free range egg producer ac-
cording to the U

SDA. Vertically integrated, so that every-
thing from

 grow
ing the base grain of m

ilo, to distribution 
and m

arketing of the eggs is controlled.  In 2014 construct-
ed the first European style layer house in the M

idw
est. 

O
ne of seven feed m

ills M
FA Inc. operates, capable of m

anufactur-
ing 40,000 tons of livestock feed annually. Som

e of its state-of-the-
art equipm

ent include a robotic stacker, and labor-reducing bag-
ging system

. This m
ill also has a feed tub line that produces 14,000 

ton of pressed &
 poured tubs annually. W

ith technology &
 feed 

safety protocols to produce safe, quality feed products to deliver 
profit for farm

ers and ranchers. 

Jones Abrasive W
aterjet Cutti

ng Service is fam
ily ow

ned 
and operated, they use high pressure w

ater jets that can 
cut alm

ost any part or design out of m
etal. It is effi

cient, 
clean, and effective. It leaves an alm

ost perfect edge that 
doesn’t need sanding or grinding 

O
ptional Saturday Afternoon Tour: 

 Scheduled Tours 
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June 27  2015     Ag Golf Classic, Holts Summit

July 30-Aug. 1   MYF/YFW Summer Tour,  
                             Mexico    See registration in  
                             this newsletter. 

August 2-8	    National Farmers Market Week	

August 13-23	    Missouri State Fair, Sedalia

August 20	    Governor’s Ham Breakfast Sedalia

September 29    October 3 World Dairy Expo	

                             Madison, WI

Summer Missouri Ag Events

This could be a noisy summer for southeastern and west-
ern Missouri. A brood of 17-year periodical cicadas will 
emerge in northwestern Missouri (Kansas City and St. Jo-
seph), and a brood of 13-year periodical cicadas will surface 
in southeastern Missouri (Cape Girardeau).

Wingless nymphs will come out of the ground, climb up 
on objects (trees, sheds, homes), break out of their exoskel-
etons and emerge as winged adults. They’ll take to the trees 
and sing, sing, sing, sing. “That’s their reproductive cry, 
that’s a call,” says Bruce Barrett, entomologist for Univer-
sity of Missouri Extension.

The periodical cicadas have one job only—to mate. “The 
males will form what we call chorusing centers. They’ll get 
up into trees and start making noise with a tymbal mecha-
nism,” Barrett says. “This calling is attractive to females, 
who will fly in and choose a mate.”

They live underground for 13 or 17 years in the nymph-
al stage, feeding on tree and plant roots, Barrett explains. 
When the adults emerge they look very different from the 
annual, or dog day, cicadas.

The noise and numbers can seem overwhelming, but they 
won’t be around for very long says Barett: “They’ll peak 
around mid-June and then once they reproduce, once they 
do what they’re programmed to do, they’ll die.”

Missouri State Fair  
Director Mark Wolfe  
announced the theme for 
the 2015 Missouri State 
Fair will be “Show Offs 
Welcome.”

“I believe the 2015 
theme fits with our state’s 
‘show-me’ motto,” Wolfe 
says. “The Missouri State 
Fair is the premier agricul-
ture showcase in the state. 
The young men and wom-
en who participate in the 
Fair have devoted many 

hours to raising or growing their best. They’ve put 
in the work, and exhibiting at the State Fair is their 
chance to show off that work.”

Wolfe also said the attendance at the 2014 Fair, 
361,496, helped to generate positive revenue earnings 
in several areas including the grandstand, carnival 
and campgrounds. The number of livestock entries 
increased, which also contributed to an overall posi-
tive experience.

The 2015 Missouri State Fair will be August 13-
23 in Sedalia. For more information, visit the event’s 
website at www.mostatefair.org. 

The 2015 Missouri State Fair  
Encourages Youth in Agriculture

Cicadas to Emerge
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