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The SEMO Ag Leaders invite you 
to join the 2014 MYF/YFW Sum-
mer Tour in Dexter. The Dexter High 
School will serve as headquarters. 

Thursday events will kick off 
on July 31 with the antique tractor 
display, kids tractor pull and trade 
show, and will continue through 
August 2. 

Just a few industry stops among 
many include a 4,000-acre family 
rice operation, a warm-water fish 
farm and a fresh produce operation. 
Special entertainment will feature 
Jerry Crownover, a cattle farmer, 
storyteller and motivational speaker. 

See more details in the full tour 
brochure included in this newsletter, 
on pages 5 and 6. 

All registration information is  
included in the brochure. 

SEMO Ag Leaders to Host 
Summer Tour July 31-Aug 2

YOUNG FARMERS
M I S S O U R I

 

Register now for best 
rates. See brochure inside.

Missouri Chapter Wins National Honors
Mexico Young Farmers is one of 

the most active chapters in Missouri. 
Recently the group received major 
recognition, earning the region’s 
2013 Outstanding Postsecondary/
Adult Program Award at the NAAE  
convention. 

“It is very rewarding to be recog-
nized at a National Level for all the 
hard work,” says advisor Theodore 
“Ted” DeVault. “We didn’t do it to 
be recognized; we do what we do to 
make a positive difference and give 

Photo: Members of the Mexico Young Farmers were recognized as a 2013 Outstanding Postsecondary/Adult Program by 
the National Association of Ag Educators (NAAE). The award is sponsored by Toyota, and as a bonus, Toyota Motor Sales, 
U.S.A., Inc. awarded twelve one-year leases on a 2014 Toyota Tundra to teachers and postsecondary education programs 
throughout the U.S., including the one pictured above. Chapter members and family include: Charles DeVault, Nick De-
imeke, John Isgrig, Treena DeVault (holding Noah DeVault), Samuel DeVault (in Front), Ted DeVault, Georgia DeVault, 
Fred DeVault, Marcia Baker, April Baker, and Dan Kellar (Toyota Representative/Machens General Manager). 

Story continued on pg. 8. 





The President’s Pen
It’s that time of year—the time when all the equipment has been 

readied and fieldwork has long since commenced.  Planting season 
is upon us and hopefully you have been way ahead of schedule when 
reading this newsletter for the past five years.  If you were fortunate 
in our area the past few years you only had to plant your corn twice!  
Yes, that seems to be the norm, but I know we are bound to have 
Mother Nature give us a break one of these springs. 

 This has been an exciting era for young people to dip their hats 
into the farming ring. The farm economy has been booming. Just 
when it looked like grain prices were going to take the downhill sled 
race for a while, we found demand lifting our prices and our spirits. 

Of course, weather and commodity prices are not the only things 
that have made beginning farmers’ lives interesting.  We find many 
contributors to stress and joy in the world of today’s beginning farm-
er (and any farmer for that matter).  How about marketing?  In to-
day’s high value commodities and major swings in the market, a bad 
decision or timing makes a much larger impact than previously seen.  

Technology also comes to mind.  We’ve come to find a maturing 
equipment technology sector using GPS and creating data flowing 
out everywhere. Now the smartphone, tablet, and computer world 
are opening up great management and decision possibilities. We 
could go on and on about technology. Social media seems to be be-
coming not just an opportunity, but a necessity.

Let’s not forget regulations and politics. Our way of life seems to 
be more and more out of our hands and into the hands of lawmakers 
or consumers who are disconnected with agriculture.  I have only 
begun to scratch the surface, but you get the general idea.  Farming is 
rewarding, exiting, exhausting, and frightening, all at the same time.

Frankly, farming can be a very complicated and overwhelming life 
to lead.  I speak from experience. I look at a short list like the one I 
just made and my brain overloads, overheats, and then wants to shut 
down. How can a person navigate and survive this farming thing?  If 
the thought of these things overwhelms you too, just remember to 
keep it simple.

The only way for me to make it is to be grounded in what’s most 
important.  Everything else should be supported by a basic founda-
tion.  My foundation is made of profitability, stewardship and people.  

Of course I can’t go on farming if I never make a profit.  But that 
doesn’t mean trying to strike it rich.  It means making decisions that 
give me the best chance of consistently being profitable. Sometimes 
I will miss the mark, and that is okay as long as I base my decisions 
on sound information and good records.

I can’t look at a piece of land or animals and not consider steward-
ship.  Everything I do as a farmer must protect, preserve, and im-
prove the natural resources at my disposal.  If I take care of the land 
and the livestock, they will take care of me too.

I think the most important part of my foundation is people. If I am 
the greatest at profiting and managing resources but ignore relation-
ships with people, I have missed the mark. People are the greatest 
resources I have.  People are the reason I do what I do.  Whether it’s 
my family, friends, or people halfway around the world, my life is 
about connecting with other human beings.  

It can be a stressful life digging in the dirt and 
chasing livestock, but at the end of the day I look 
at my family, and think of everyone else in the 
world looking at their families, and I think, “I 
can’t wait to do this again tomorrow.”

Jordan Yorder,  
   MYF/YFW President
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Nora Faris of Concordia won the 
Missouri FFA Agricultural Com-
munications Entrepreneurship and 
Placement Combined Proficiency 
Award at the 86th Missouri FFA 
Convention. Missouri Young Farm-
ers/Young Farm Wives sponsors 
this award. Faris is pictured on this 
page with President Jordan Yoder. 
Faris, a graduate of Concordia 
High School, is the daughter of 
Paul and Betty Faris. She is a mem-
ber of the Concordia FFA Chapter. 
Her FFA advisor is Amanda Reid. 
Faris’ experience at the United 
States Department of Agriculture 
on National Agriculture Day in 
2011 inspired her to help start a lo-
cal online newspaper. She became 
the editor and writes weekly agri-
cultural features. She networked 
with local companies to establish 
advertising for the website. 
Through Faris’ supervised agri-
cultural experience program she 
has gained skills as a reporter, edi-
tor and communicator. The skills 
she learned communicating with 
business customers has helped her 
manage her advertisements. She 
learned to manage her time re-
sponsibly and meet deadlines. She 
has had the opportunity to make 
connections with state and na-
tional agricultural organizations. 
She currently serves as a Missouri 
Pork Ambassador. 

Proficiency Award 
Recognizes Skills

Faris has entered and won numer-
ous writing contests, including 
contests sponsored by the Agricul-
ture Council of America, Univer-
sity of Missouri CAFNR Division 
of Applied Social Sciences and the 
Missouri Rural Water Association.
Faris plans to study journalism 
and agricultural economics at the 
University of Missouri. Following 
college, she plans to obtain a law 
degree, pursue a career in broad-
casting and eventually influence 
agricultural policy as an elected 
official. 
Proficiency awards recognize 
FFA members who excel as agri-
cultural entrepreneurs, employ-
ees or volunteers while gain-
ing hands-on career experience. 
Agricultural Communications is 
one of 50 proficiency award ar-
eas recognized at the state level.  
Learn about the second place win-
ner on page 10 of this newsletter. 

Register Now 
for Summer

 Tour in Dexter
Summer tour details as well as 

the official brochure and regis-
tration are included on the next 
two pages. You can also find tour 
updates and information on the 
SEMO Ag Leaders Facebook 
page. Just search “SEMO Ag 
Leaders” from Facebook and the 
group’s page will appear. 

Search for SEMO Ag  
Leaders on Facebook

Join Missouri Young Farmers Online
Did you know you can keep in 

touch with Missouri Young Farm-
ers/Young Farm Wives online? 
The group has a new Facebook 
page where you can get updates 
and post your own news and ques-
tions. 

The group also has a website 
where you can see previous news-
letters including the special digi-
tal-only fall edition which will be 

available later this year. 
To see the page, go to the Face-

book search box and type in “Mis-
souri Young Farmers” and it will 
appear. To visit the website, type 
in:  http://adultaged.missouri.edu/
myfa.htm -- or you can simply 
Google “Missouri Young Farmers” 
and this will appear as one of the 
top links. 

Search for Missouri 
Young Farmers
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2X_____ 3X_____ 
 Children  

   
            

 
   

XS_____ S_____ M
_____ L_____  

 Send checks and registration to:   
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 Ag Leaders                                      
 

c/o Janet Johns                                        
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O
 63936 
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The Missouri Young Farmers/
Young Farm Wives State Conven-
tion was held this past February 
7-9.  We had to cancel the pre-tour 
to Lincoln University due to weath-
er but hope to try for a tour again 
next convention. Jordan Yoder (cur-
rent state president) and I came up 
with a great group of speakers for 
the Saturday workshops. We started 
out the morning with Connie Haden 
and Brent Haden, both lawyers 
from Columbia. Brent talked about 
ag liability issues. 

I learned that we should fix any 
obvious problems on our farms and 
any man-made hazards to reduce 
chances of a liability lawsuit. Con-
nie discussed ag estate planning and 
said a will is better than no plan at 
all, but an estate plan set up with a 
lawyer and CPA is much better be-
cause every farm is different and 
they can guide you to the most tax 
efficient plan. 

Clint Prange, an agronomist for 
Pioneer, was the other morning 
speaker. Clint discussed GPS and 
field computer data management. 

Jeff Bergman said he learned to 
keep equipment calibrated for the 
best data and to hold on to your 

data, because you own your data 
rather than the companies you do 
business with. 

The other morning spot was filled 
with the annual FFA speech contest.  
This year’s topic was agvocacy.

After lunch we had six more op-
tions for educational workshops. 
We tried a new format during two 
sessions this year by having two 
round tables with the idea that farm-
ers and ranchers could control the 
program by asking questions of the 
four panelists upfront and also dis-
cuss experiences with one another. 
One round table discussed using 
co-products or 
by-products 
in cattle feed-
ing rations. I 
took home to 
be flexible and 
explore the 
most cost ef-
fective prod-
ucts, but that 
logistics and 
storage issues 
should be con-
sidered also. 

The other 
round table 
covered cover 
crops. Jeff Bergman said he learned 
that everyone can benefit from 
cover crops to prevent erosion and 
enhance soil health, but those with 
livestock can better utilize the crops 
by using them for feed.  

James Quinn with MU Extension 
spoke to one group about pruning 
fruit trees and vines as well as con-

trolling common diseases. Mel Ger-
ber spoke about the steps to higher 
yielding wheat. Dr. John Bollinger, 
DVM, spoke about cattle health. He 
stressed the importance of a layered 
systems and prevention approach 
to improve cattle health. Feed and 
supplement your cattle well and 
have a good vaccination and para-
site program to reduce stress on the 
cattle herd and keep them healthier. 
He also talked about a comprehen-
sive computer record keeping sys-
tem he uses to better analyze herd 
management decisions. The final 
session was used to educated mem-
bers about the advantages of using 
Finpack as a farm business analysis 
tool. Joanie Baker, John Sponaugle, 
and Bruce Fowler led that work-

shop.
Saturday was com-

pleted by our annual 
banquet. We closed 
out the silent auc-
tion followed by 
entertainment by 
ag humorist, song 
writer and ag educa-
tion teacher Bruce 
Blakemore. We start-
ed Sunday morning 
off with a worship 
service led by Jor-
dan Yoder, then had 
breakfast and the del-
egate session. Jordan 

Yoder was elected president and a 
committee was formed to explore 
the idea of a new association image 
by changing the organization name 
to something like Agri-Leaders. Ev-
eryone was encouraged to attend 
summer tour 2014 headquartered 
in Dexter.  We adjourned and we 
passed out door prizes. 

State Convention Includes Education, Entertainment
By Nathan Honan, Past President

Feed and 
supplement your 
cattle well and 

have a good 
vaccination and 

parasite program to 
reduce stress on the 
cattle herd and keep 

them healthier. 

Photo: Convention entertain-
ment featured Bruce Blakemore, 
ag humorist and songwriter.



Young Farmers Award Speech Competitors
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Congratulations go to all stu-
dents who competed in the Mis-
souri Young Farmers/Young Farm 
Wives Speech Contest. 

The district winners are pic-
tured left to right and include: Em-
ily Milazzo (Grundy County R-V 
FFA)  Shaylee Wallace (Branson 
FFA), Alexa Nordwald (East Prai-
rie FFA), Holly Enowski (Eldon 
FFA), Holly Harlan (Salisbury 
FFA) and Morgan Tegart (Belle 
FFA). Those who placed at the 
state level include Alexa Norwald 
in third place, Shaylee Wallace in 
second, and Emily Milazza in first.  

Gold Sponsors
 
MFA, Inc. 
Saturday Banquet Dinner
 
FCS, Financial 
FFA YF/YFW Speech Contest

Silver Sponsors
Southwestern Association 
Workshops

Burris Seed 
Workshops/Past Officer Social

Bronze Sponsors
Missouri Pork Association
Saturday Luncheon

Missouri Beef Industry Council
Saturday Banquet

Missouri Soybean Programs
Refreshment Break

Thanks to the 2014 State 
Convention Sponsors

back to a community that many of us grew up in. I feel blessed 
to be a part of it.” 

DeVault has been the Mexico Young Famer advisor since 
2005. He grew up in Mexico, and returned after complet-
ing his undergraduate and graduate degrees. His parents 
helped start the Mexico Young Farmers’ Association in 1977,  
giving DeVault a long history to draw from when maintaining 
the program.

Members of the Mexico Young Farmers attend 8-12 edu-
cational meetings annually and complete the Farm Business  
Management Analysis Program (FBMA). In addition to leading 
the educational meetings, DeVault provides one-on-one instruc-
tion for all FBMA participants, which helps them develop busi-
ness plans, make management decisions and keep better farm 
records.

“Each farm is at a different level, so one-on-one instruction 
structured to each producer is best suited for success,” says 
DeVault. “Each farm will also set one year, five year, and long 
term goals, and then picks five areas to benchmark and track for 
improvement.”

Participation in the Mexico Young Farmers’ Association has 
doubled since DeVault took it over in 2005. In addition to in-
creasing membership, Devault has created a partnership with the 
Missouri Extension, through which he conducts farm tours, con-
ferences, annual meetings, and events. The Mexico FFA chapter 
also relies on the Young Farmers for support during events and 
school activities.

Supporting youth and others in the community is an important 
value for this group, explains DeVault. “The adult agriculture 
program in Mexico holds close to an educational focus with 
FBMA and our topic classes, while trying to give back to our 
community through community events,” he explains. The group 
hosts an annual truck and tractor pull and super farmer contest 
and has raised thousands for scholarships, FFA and 4-H pro-
grams and Adopt a Family projects. 

Missouri Chapter Wins: Continued from Front Page 



      Agriculture.                     Education.                     Leadership.                     Service.                                  Page 9

Centralia Young Farmers Host Parade and More
Have you ever seen a grain auger dressed up like a candy cane? How 

about a tractor that looks like Thomas the Train? You can see that and more 
like it at the Centralia Young Farmer’s Christmas Tractor parade. 

Coming up on its fifth year, the ever growing parade draws an average 
crowd of over 2,000 spectators waiting on the darkened sidewalks to see 
farm equipment covered in Christmas lights. The float participants are a 
collection of local farmers, antique tractor enthusiasts, Young Farmer’s 
groups, local business owners and churches. This family friendly agri-tour-
ism event has become a hometown event not to be missed. 

A strong 40-some member chapter, Centralia Young Farmer’s led by Lori 
Lewis and Scott Stone, do much more than the Christmas Tractor Parade. 
They volunteer their skills building and repairing the local fairgrounds, 
and get involved in community service projects boosting awareness and  
participation in their chapter. Their main fundraiser is food sales (mostly 
pork) at the local Anchor Festival. Like most chapters, they keep mem-
bers informed on current ag related topics through educational meeting and  
social gatherings. 

So if you are ever in the Columbia area around Christmas, make the 
twenty mile trip north to Centralia to answer that age old question … “What 
color tractor does Santa really drive?”

Jackson Jerald Farmer, 17, 
of Stark City, died on Sun-
day, Oct. 27, 2013. Jackson 
was born April 30, 1996 in 
Joplin, the son of Robin R. 
and Sheri L. (Crosby) Farm-
er. Both parents are active 
at the local and state level of  
Missouri Young Farmers/
Young Farm Wives. They are 
members of the East Newton 
Young Farmers. 

Jackson was a student at 
East Newton High School and 
was employed by Duane Kai-
ser Family Dairy. He was a 
member of East Newton 4-H; 
East Newton FFA and Wanda 
United Methodist Church. 

Jackson is remembered 
by his parents, siblings, and 
numerous additional family 
members and friends. 

Beloved YF Son 
Remembered

Watch for our 
Special Fall Edition

Missouri Young Farmers/
Young Farm Wives again  

presents a special full-color,  
digital, online only edition this fall. 

Look for the fall issue and 
others online at

adultaged.missouri.edu/
myfa.htm
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Second Place 
Award Winner 
from Wheaton 

Bargains in the meat case might 
be hard to find, according to Uni-
versity of Missouri Extension econ-
omist Ron Plain, who discussed the 
topic at the recent Ag Marketing 
Outlook Conference in Columbia. 

Bringing home the bacon this 
year requires more cash. Short sup-
plies of cattle and hogs are pushing 
prices upward at the sale barn and 
the supermarket.

Porcine epidemic diarrhea virus 
(PEDV) caused the largest-ever 
drop in pigs per litter (PPL) from 
December to February. PPL plum-
meted by 5.5 percent. The second 
biggest drop was June to August 
1988, when PPL dropped 1.68 per-
cent. “We haven’t seen this magni-
tude of loss before,” Plain says.

The spread of PEDV slows during 
warm weather and appears to have 
peaked in February and March.

Pork inventories declined 3.2 per-
cent in March. Plain said hog prices 
are expected to remain well above 
$100 per hundredweight this sum-
mer and decline to the $90s by the 
end of the year.

This translates to higher prices 
for consumers and producers. The 
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics re-
ports that a pound of bacon aver-
aged $5.55 in March, 21 percent 
more than last year. Ham increased 
by 12.5 percent to $4.20 per pound. 
Prices in the Midwest remain lower 
than national prices, except for eggs, 
which saw a 15 percent increase.

“Where’s the beef?” might be the 
next question. The drought of 2012 
reduced forage supplies for cattle 

and contributed to the lowest num-
ber of cattle since 1951, Plain says. 
Future cattle prices are predicted to 
be around $1.40 per pound. Cow-
calf profit margins should remain 
about $350 per cow, he says.

Plain also notes that USDA 
forecasts less beef on the market 
throughout 2014. Beef producers 
should expect strong prices all year. 
Cattle slaughter through mid-April 
was down 4.8 percent.

The Bureau of Labor Statistics 
showed an 11 percent increase in 
the price of ground beef to $3.69 
per pound in March.

Per capita meat consumption in 
2012 was the lowest since 1991. 
Plain said consumers face sticker 
shock as beef and dairy prices in-
crease, and there is less meat avail-
able for export. Continued drought 
in California, which produces one 
of five dairy cows, will affect the 
nation’s supply of milk used in 
dairy products.

In row crops, MU Extension spe-
cialist David Reinbott says planting 
progress is behind. Based on US-
DA’s March 31 planting intentions 
report, there will be 3.7 million 
fewer corn acres planted this year.

The national season-average corn 
price should be around $4.40 per 
bushel, but that could fall to just 
under $4 if ending stocks are over 
1.8 billion, Reinbott says. The price 
may be nearer $5 if ending stocks 
are closer to 1.2 billion bushels. 
New crop prices could peak in May 
and trend downward to a seasonal 
low in October if planting is not 
delayed much and there is little sig-
nificant heat or dryness.

Reinbott says U.S. producers are 
expected to plant fewer acres of 
corn, but soybean acres could be 
more than 5 million.

Reinbott also explains that civil 
unrest in Ukraine may drive up 
wheat prices across the world. 
Ukraine exports 6 percent of the 
world’s wheat.

Domestically, drought coupled 
with freezing temperatures in late 
March caused about one-third of 
the nation’s wheat crop to be in 
poor to very poor condition in key 
states such as Kansas, Oklahoma 
and Texas.

Meat Prices 
Keep Rising

Hli Yang, of Rocky Comfort, won 
the second-place Missouri FFA Ag-
ricultural Communications Entre-
preneurship and Placement Com-
bined Proficiency Award at the 86th 
Missouri FFA Convention. Missouri 
Young Farmers/Young Farm Wives 
sponsors this award.  

Yang, a graduate of Wheaton 
High School, is the daughter of Toua  
and Chao Yang. She is a member of 
the Wheaton FFA Chapter. Her FFA  
advisors are David Bolton and  
Eric Roller.

Yang knew, as soon as she entered 
her first agricultural class and joined 
FFA, that a career in agriculture was 
her future. “I have always enjoyed 
the aspect of sharing information 
with others to spread the word of our 
industry of agriculture,” says Yang. 

After graduating high school, Yang 
found the opportunity to explore the 
career area she wanted. Talon Media 
in southwest Missouri was offering 
an internship to college students. 

She shadowed various positions, 
learning how to program and code the 
schedule for the radio stations. She 
also co-hosted Farming in the Four 
States focusing on local agricultural 
opportunities, challenges and issues. 
She was given the opportunity to 
work with the sales manager selling 
advertising packages. Yang also was 
named the social media specialist to 
design Facebook pages for multiple 
radio stations. 

Yang is currently a freshman at the 
University of Missouri majoring in 
agricultural journalism.

Learn about the first place win-
ner of this award on page 4 of this  
newsletter. 



July 9-10: Missouri Landscape and Nursery  
Summer Conference and Border Tour,  
Kansas City
July 17-18: Mo-Ag Summer meeting,  
Lake Ozark
July 27-31: National Plant Board Annual  
Meeting, St. Louis
July 31-August 2: Missouri Young Farmers/
Young Farm Wives Summer Tour
August 7-17: Missouri State Fair, Sedalia
Multiple Dates: Missouri Corn Growers Golf 
Tournaments, Visit MoCorn.org
 
*Calendar by Missouri Department of Agriculture
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Summer Missouri Ag Events

 Lessons in farm and family tradition are on the menu for 
fifth-grade students at Black Hawk Elementary School in 
Clark County. Students learn how food gets from the farm to 
the table from University of Missouri Extension 4-H youth 
program assistant Katie Hogan, MU Extension nutrition as-
sociate Wendy Ray and teacher Rhonda LaCount.

At the end of class, students enjoy hot pancakes drip-
ping with maple syrup and oozing with butter they made  
themselves.

The class connects students to a bygone era when families 
raised and produced their own food. “Unfortunately we have 
a lot of kids, even in a rural area, who are removed from ag-
riculture,” Hogan says. She notes that many children today 
have little understanding of where their food comes from.

“They may not have had the same experiences as their 
parents or grandparents,” she says. “It goes back to good ol’ 
farm values.”

Hogan thinks it’s important to pass those experiences and 
traditions on through hands-on activities. She takes them 
through a discussion on cows, about milk and cream, and 
how butter is made.

She sets out cream at room temperature for 12 hours be-
fore class. A small amount of heavy cream is put in condi-
ment cups with lids. Students shake the cream until it firms 
and the buttermilk is rinsed off the butter.

Students then taste it and spread it on pancakes slathered 
with homemade maple syrup made by their teacher, Mrs. 
LaCount. Members of LaCount’s family gather at her cous-
in’s farm each February to tap trees, drain the sap and cook 
it down for syrup.

This is the third year of the program, which is held af-
ter end-of-the-year testing is done. “It’s great that we can 
bring the different aspects of extension together—science, 
agriculture, food and nutrition, and 4-H—in this project,” 
Hogan says. 

The photo, of Black Hawk students, is by Linda Geist

Missouri Students Learn 
about Farm Traditions

Applications are being  
accepted for the second  
annual Missouri Woman in 
Agriculture Contest, hosted 
by the Missouri State Fair to 
applaud the significant con-
tributions women make to the 
state’s leading industry. 

According to Fair Director 
Mark Wolfe, the title will be 
awarded in two age divisions, 
with each winner receiv-
ing a $1,000 donation from  
Monsanto for a non-profit, 
agriculture-related cause of 
her choice. 

The contest rules and application forms are avail-
able online at mostatefair.com/ag-contest, with en-
tries being accepted through July 7. To receive a copy 
of the application in the mail, contact the Fair by call-
ing 800-422-FAIR (3247).

“We are very pleased to partner with Monsanto on 
the contest again this year,” Wolfe says. “The State 
Fair offers the perfect platform for competition, and 
is a great opportunity to honor women involved the 
agriculture industry.” 

-

Missouri State Fair Award  will  
Highlight Women in Agriculture
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