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The 2014 MYF/YFW Sum-
mer Tour was a great success,  
featuring producers, businesses, 
farm families and sponsors in south-
east Missouri. Inside see a special 
photo feature and highlights on 
the tour stops. Please pass on your 
thanks to tour sponsors, volunteers 
and site hosts. 





The President’s Pen
It is no small thing to decide to try to make a living as a farmer. 

There is a certain call that requires more than just a 9 to 5 sched-
ule. It can be grueling and stressful, but when you reap what 
you sew the reward is truly great. I keep on hearing how farm 
income is down, and I wonder if I will be able to make it. I know 
the previous generation that is still farming weathered the 80’s, 
but it was a real struggle. As grain prices continue to plummet 
and there is an all-time low of forward contracted grain let us 
remember why we are farmers, and make sure we’re ready if 
indeed such a downturn in the farm economy is coming. Record 
keeping and planning are going to be more im-
portant than ever. The good thing is that learn-
ing these practices will help you survive and 
also make you more profitable in the future.

Jordan Yorder,  
   MYF/YFW President
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Visit our new website: www.moyoungfarmers.org
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The 2014 MYF/YFW Sum-
mer Tour included several in-
novative and unique stops. 
Blair Aviation, a family busi-
ness, has been applying seed, 
fertilizer and spray to area 
crops. They are currently using 
two Air Tractor 802s to make 
their applications and keep up 
with demand.

Martin Rice started 50 years 
ago with 160 acres. Three gen-
erations later, the Martins raise 
more than 4,000 acres of long 
grain and jasmine rice.

The Stoddard County Cot-
ton Gin was built in 1973 but 
has been owned by Allen Be-
low and Rex & Kenneth Keller 
since 1993. They can gin 800 
bales of cotton in a 24-hour pe-
riod. 

Bader Orchard has more than 
100 workers who pick, sort and 
pack hundreds of bushels a day 
during the summer.

The Tanners at the Fancy 
Farm Popcorn Company have 
raised popcorn since 1987. 
They package popcorn in bulk 
or convenient pre-measured 
kits for individuals, fundrais-
ers or businesses. 

The MDC Otter Slough 
Conservation Area is a small 
remnant of the former swamps 
that were extensive through-
out the Mississippi Lowland 



      Agriculture.                     Education.                     Leadership.                     Service.                                  Page 5



of the Missouri Bootheel prior to 
the drainage efforts which began 
in the late 19th century. It is now 
surrounded by irrigated cropland. 

Flower Fish Farms has raised 
fish for more than 45 years. They 
have nine species of warm water 
fish that they wholesale all over 
the Midwest. 

Rinehart Farms includes 
three generations and 3,300 
acres. They primarily grow rice 
with some beans and wheat. 
Roberts Produce has 80 acres of 
watermelons, cantaloupes, toma-
toes, sweet corn, and peppers. 
In the fall they raise pumpkins, 
gourds, ornamentals and mums. 
Most of their crops are irrigated 
using drip tape and other methods 
of micro-irrigation.

Members also enjoyed great 
food, antiques, and entertainment. 
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Thanks to SEMO Ag 
Leaders, tour sponsors and sites 

for a fantastic 2014 tour!

Congratulations to the MYF/
YFW Scholarship winners. Pictured 
are from left are: Ross Becker, state 
executive committee; Russell All-
gier from Fredericktown (junior 
in agricultural education at South-
east Missouri State University, 
or SEMO); Matthew Bloes, from  
Dittmer, (senior in agricultural 
education at SEMO); and Nathan  
Honan, state executive commit-
tee holding Brewer Honan, future 
young farmer. 

Scholarship Winners

The Bolivar Young Farmers was 
chartered in 1977.  Today four of 
the charter members are active 
in the group.  The Bolivar Young 
Farm Wives were chartered in 
1978.  They also have four of the 
charter members as current mem-
bers.  Payton and Blanche Schaf-
fer were the charter advisors.

The first club summer tour was 
held in 1977 and one has been 
planned every year since.  At-
tendance has declined during the 
years but a good time is had by 

Chapter Spotlight: Bolivar Young Farmers 
and Young Farm Wives

those attend. The first several 
years a chicken barbecue would 
be hosted the evening of the tour 
with attendance around 100-150.

For several years a toy tractor 
show was held as a fundraiser.  
Proceeds from the toy show were 
used to sponsor scholarships to  
graduating Bolivar seniors. The 
scholarship program has contin-
ued since 1997. Today the group 
works our local Light The Park at 
Christmas to assist with funding 
the scholarship program.

In 2010 the club was honored to 

host the Missouri Young Farmers 
Summer Tour in the Polk County 
area. We also assisted with two 
National Young Farmer Tours 
which were held in southwest 
Missouri.  Our members have 
participated over the years in dis-
trict meetings, state convention, 
state tours and national tours.

We are now seeing children of 
members joins us in the group.   
We may not be a large group and 
some of us certainly aren’t young 
but we enjoy getting together. 





October 3: Wurdack Field Day at Hugo Wurdack 
Research Center, Cook Station
October 4: Horticulture and Agroforestry Research 
Center Field Day, New Franklin 
December 10-13: NYFE Institute, Louisville, Kentucky

2015
January 22-24: Heart of America Dairy Expo, 
Springfield
February 6-8: Missouri Young Farmers/Young 
Farm Wives State Convention

Fall & Winter Missouri Ag EventsState Convention Preview
 
   Research farm tour, learning opportunities, fun, 
and don’t forget food! The Young Farmer’s state con-
vention is scheduled for February 6-8. We want to 
kick it off on the right note so Friday afternoon we 
plan to tour Lincoln University’s Research farm. Also 
be looking for a good slate of workshops for learning 
and sharing. Please don’t forget to check out the info 
on our toy and photo shows. 
My personal favorite category I think will be the 
Farmer’s mess ups on display at the photo show. 
Don’t forget to dig your sandbox up to share some of 
your childhood treasures. Let’s round it all off with 
the fact that other farmers and friends will be there 
to laugh and learn from each other.
   -Jordan Yoder



For more information about MFA PowerCalf, contact your nearby MFA or AgChoice, or call 1-888-514-2333. Or visit us at www.mfa-inc.com.
The Reputation Feeder Cattle® and Genetic Merit Scorecard® trademarks are wholly owned by Verified Beef, LLC. For more information, go to www. reputationfeedercattle.com

Power management 
gets power results.
Good management requires good data. To 
make your beef  herd better, you have to under-
stand current performance. You need a strategy 
for improvement. It helps if  you can accurately 
predict how investments will perform. And you 
must know how to measure the results. 

MFA’s PowerCalf™ is a system designed to give 
you the insight and tools to maximize your 
herd’s performance. It’s a multi-faceted 
commitment from MFA to deliver top 
nutrition, animal health, record management, 
expertise and market leverage to your operation. 

At the herd level, PowerCalf  drives im-
provement by measuring performance 
and implementing genetic, nutritional 
and animal health practices proven to 
boost calving success and deliver more 
pounds to sell from your investment. 
The program underscores that cow perfor-
mance is the gateway to calf  performance. 

PowerCalf  gathers and analyzes data neces-
sary to make more profitable management 
decisions. You receive personalized expertise 
to best use the full portfolio of  MFA products 

and services. PowerCalf ’s nutrition com-
ponent is backed by MFA’s long-term 
success in adding value to calves. These 
practices are leveraged with exhaustive data 
collection and processing that gives your sale 
calves an edge in the market. 

To push that marketing edge into the sale barn, 
MFA secured exclusive marketing rights to 
Reputation Feeder Cattle®. This tool evalu-
ates genetics in your herd and translates 
them into market value. Reputation Feeder 
Cattle’s Genetic Merit Scorecard® gives cattle 
buyers an industry-trusted overview of  finish 
potential—and a reason to bid up your cattle. 
That’s important leverage at the sale barn.

Whether you plan to sell beef  on the grid or 
on the hoof, communicating your herd’s true 
potential and performance is the first step to 
maximizing profit. 

PowerCalf  gives you the support and expertise 
you need to get the very best out of  your herd. 

It is power management.

Unleash your herd's power. Ask about MFA PowerCalf.


