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   MSIP 5 Questions and Answers 
    Questions submitted during webinar held March 23, 2011 
 

 
Accountability Standards 

1. The standards and indicators speak to a “state standard.”  Who will be involved 
in the setting of the standards? 
The Department will use current data and research to establish a framework for the 
scoring guide and will then solicit input from practitioners.  While practitioners have not 
previously been involved in the development of the scoring guide, we believe this is an 
important step in the process. 

 
2. In what way do non-MAP measured areas impact accreditation? 

Since the beginning of the Missouri School Improvement Program (MSIP), accreditation 
has been based on multiple measures, including test scores, attendance, graduation 
rates, and others.  This is one of the strengths of our system and one which makes our 
state model distinct nationally. 

 
3. If you implement higher standards, is it reasonable to expect that fewer than 360 

of 522 districts will be termed “performing with distinction” as in the present 
cycle? 
As with previous versions of MSIP, the criteria for earning recognition for distinction in 
performance in MSIP 5 will change.  We cannot determine the number of districts 
receiving this recognition ahead of time – for the proposed standards or the current 
ones. 

 
4. If you believe the standards are sufficiently meaningful to report, why are they not 

sufficiently meaningful to impact accreditation? 
Data can and should be used in a variety of ways.  In some instances, it was determined 
that a measure should be used for district accountability purposes; in others, it was 
determined it should be used for informational purposes only; and in still others, it was 
felt that the measure should be piloted to help best determine its best use.  Data of all 
kinds will be included on the Annual Performance Report (APR). 

 
5. How will schools be reviewed until MSIP 5 goes online? 

The Fourth Cycle of the Missouri School Improvement Program remains in place until 
the rule is rescinded. 

 
6. Since there is no sunset on MSIP 5, how will the adequacy of MSIP 5 standards be 

determined? 
The standards will be reviewed annually in terms of student performance data, current 
research-based practices, legislation and stakeholder feedback.  Once the MSIP 5 
standards are formally approved, a change to the Standards will involve a formal rule 
change by the State Board of Education.  Pursuant to Section 161.092, RSMo, the MSIP 
rule will be effective two years from the date of adoption of the proposed rule by the 
State Board of Education. 
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7. Would you please speak to the fact that MSIP 5 was taken to the Joint Committee 

on Administrative Rules on March 15?  This happened before the State Board of 
Education took formal action and approved MSIP 5 on March 16.  Please explain 
the Department’s position on taking this action before the Board gave their official 
approval.  Thank you. 
The notice of proposed rule-making for MSIP 5 was sent to the Secretary of State on 
March 15.  The Department is required to submit any proposed rule to the Secretary of 
State for technical review prior to publication.  Identical language was submitted for 
review by the State Board of Education on March 16, and a motion was adopted to 
authorize the Department to receive public comment.  The 30-day comment period 
begins when the notice of proposed rule-making is published in the Missouri Register.  
Publication is scheduled for April 15, 2011. 

 
 
Assessments 

8. What does the Missouri Assessment Program assess? 
The Missouri Assessment Program (MAP) assesses students’ progress toward mastery 
of the Show-Me Standards, which are the educational standards in Missouri. 
 

9. What subjects will be tested at the high school level? 
Current end-of-course (EOC) assessments in place at the high school level include:  
English I, English II, Algebra I, Algebra II, Geometry, American Government, American 
History and Biology.  Plans are in place to develop EOC assessments for English III, 
World History, Chemistry and Physics.  In the future, the assessment consortium − of 
which Missouri is a member − will develop 11th grade summative assessments in 
Communication Arts and Mathematics to provide needed comparability among states.  
These may be ready to pilot as early as the 2013-14 school year. 

 
10. For the content areas and grade levels that are not tested through the MAP, will 

districts be required to administer an “off-the-shelf” assessment? 
 No.  This is a local decision. 

 
11. Will all MAP and EOC tests be required, or will some continue to be optional? 

The assessments listed under accountability measures will be required for all students, 
except those who qualify for and participate in the MAP-Alternate.  A schedule for 
implementation will be developed to phase in the new assessments over the next 
several years.  There is limited funding to support the development of new assessments 
at this time.  The intent is to communicate expectations well in advance of accountability 
requirements. 

 
12. In what way is it sufficient to measure social science, fine arts, and physical 

education merely twice in 12 years of learning? 
The grade levels and frequency of testing for these three content areas in the Missouri 
Assessment Program is still under review.  These were added to the proposed 
regulation based on feedback from the field.  Specific determinations about content, 
grade level and other issues will require further discussion.  Local schools and districts 
always have the latitude to assess knowledge and skills more frequently. 
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13. In what way is it sufficient to measure science merely twice in the first eight years 
of learning? 
Science is included in the Missouri Assessment Program through the grade-level and 
MAP-A assessments (grades 5 and 8) and through the EOC assessments and 11th 
grade MAP-A.  Local schools and districts always have the latitude to assess knowledge 
and skills more frequently. 

 
14. In regards to the Standard referring to district provision of adequate post-

secondary preparation for all students, may we use scores from any of the four 
assessments listed (ACT, SAT, COMPASS or ASVAB)? 
Yes, the intent of this Standard is to allow for the opportunity to participate in the 
assessment that best meets the needs of an individual student.  Concordance tables 
exist for these assessments, and the calculations will be included in the scoring guide. 

 
15. Is there an expectation that all high school students will take Physics, Algebra II, 

Chemistry, Geometry, etc.  Or just the students in these classes will take the 
assessments? 
All students, except those who qualify for the MAP-Alternate, would be expected to 
participate in these assessments based on these competencies. 

 
 
College and Career Readiness 

16. Regarding College and Career Readiness:  The current system of determining the 
“percentage of students participating in the ACT” (section 3.3) does not count 
students who take the test under non-standard conditions (extended time) or 
those students who do not provide a correct high school code on the registration 
form.  This has a noticeable impact on schools with small senior classes.  Can 
this be corrected through an appeal process if schools can provide evidence of 
the number of students who actually took the test?  If not, how will this inequity 
for small schools be addressed? 
School districts will continue to have the ability to correct data through an appeal 
process. Department staff will work with the testing companies to try to alleviate this 
concern. 

 
17. Can you please give a definition of what career ready means? 
 The National Governors Association (NGA) defines College and Career Readiness as 

“an individual who is ready to succeed in entry-level, credit-bearing, academic college 
courses and in workforce training programs.  College refers to two- and four-year 
postsecondary schools.  Workforce training programs pertain to careers that offer 
competitive, livable salaries above the poverty line; offer opportunities for career 
advancement; and are in a growing or sustainable industry.”  The Association for Career 
and Technical Education (ACTE) further specifies that a career-ready student possesses 
core academic skills and the ability to apply them to concrete situations in order to 
function in the workplace and in routine daily activities; employability skills (such as 
critical thinking and responsibility) that are essential in any career area; and technical, 
job-specific skills related to a specific career pathway.  Further, and more specific, 
definition will evolve as the assessments are finalized. 
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College Remediation 
18. What does the examination of the syllabi for college-level remedial coursework 

reveal about whether or not that course content reflects K-12 performance 
standards? 
One of the steps in producing college and career readiness standards involves working 
with Higher Education in implementing a consistent process for determining remediation 
needs. 

 
19. Should a district be penalized for college level remediation for graduates when 

those graduates or their parents declined district advice that the student take pre-
college track courses? 
There are many factors that contribute to a student’s placement in college-level 
remediation courses, and remediation rates are increasing in our state.  Including this as 
a reportable item does not penalize districts but rather encourages state efforts to 
develop strategies to ensure that students graduate college and career ready.  This will 
involve the collaboration of many parties. 

 
20. How do Open Door admissions policies in 2- and 4-year colleges impact the need 

for remedial coursework? 
See questions 18 and 19. 

 
21.  Are Missouri colleges and universities in agreement as to what constitutes a 

“remedial” course? 
See questions 18 and 19. 

 
 
Comprehensive School Improvement Plan (CSIP) 

22. Do you have data showing a correlation between CSIP implementation and district 
performance? 
One of the central purposes of a Comprehensive School Improvement Plan (CSIP) is to 
assist districts in monitoring how their practices impact student performance.  Deep 
implementation of a specified plan has proven to show a positive correlation with 
improved student performance.  

 
23. Am I correct that the Board-approved CSIP process will now be dictated by MSIP 5 

and guidance provided by DESE? 
Yes. This is not a change.  This is the same language that is included in previous MSIP 
rules. 

 
 
Early Childhood Assessment System 

24. In districts providing early childhood programs, please clarify:  Is it voluntary 
testing for all grades Pre-K through grade 3? Could districts choose to assess 
some levels and not another?  Would districts double test third grade (Missouri 
early childhood assessment + MAP)?  Will the Missouri early childhood 
assessment become a required assessment in the future (i.e. 2012-14)? 
Early childhood programs are voluntary, and the assessments will, therefore, also be 
voluntary.  For MSIP 5, early childhood measures will be report-only components. 
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25. What plan is in the works for developing the early learning assessment for PK-3?  
And when will it be piloted or launched? 
This is under development and will be voluntary. 

 
 
Top 10 by 20 

26. What criteria will be used to determine if we have achieved the Top 10 in 2020? 
 Missouri’s performance is ranked annually by results reported on the NAEP, ACT, SAT, 

and Advanced Placement assessments.  In addition, rankings are available on 
graduation rates, dropout rates, college-going rates, college remediation rates and a 
number of other measures.  Missouri’s goal is to fall among the Top 10 states on 
national and international measures of performance – both current measures and those 
that might be added in the future. 

 
 
Webinar 

27. Is the webinar presentation available for download? 
Yes.  The recorded presentation and the Powerpoint can be viewed online. 

 
 
For more information, visit www.dese.mo.gov/qs/MSIP5.html or e-mail msip@dese.mo.gov. 

www.dese.mo.gov/qs/MSIP5.html
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