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Agenda 
• Introductions 
• Task 2 Requirements & Questions 
• Task 3 Requirements & Questions   
• Customer Support/Schedule/Score Requirements 
• Resources/Permission Forms/Library of Examples  
• Tips on the submission process   
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Task 2 Requirements 
Task 2: Assessment and Data Collection to Measure and 
Inform Student Learning 
• In this task, you will demonstrate your understanding, 

analysis, and application of assessment and data 
collection to measure and inform student learning.  
 

* Elementary Level  - Must select Literacy as your focus for 
Task 2. 
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Task 2 Requirements 
What you need to do for this task –  
• Respond to all parts of the guiding prompts 
• Reference your artifacts in supporting your written evidence 
• Describe, analyze, and reflect on your evidence 
• Artifacts (6) 

– Representative pages of a baseline data document (2) 
– Representative pages of a selected assessment (2) 
– Representative page of the rubric/Scoring guide (1)   
– Representative page reflecting a graphic representation of the 

collected data (2) 
– Student work sample from focus student 1 (1) 
– Student work sample from focus student 2 (1) 

•  Maximum of 22,500 character count (approximately 7 pages)  
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Task 2 Questions 

• Is the rubric/scoring guide used for scoring the students on their 
final assessment that I administer? Task 2 focuses on an 
assessment used to evaluate the learning of your students based 
on the lesson you have taught. The rubric/scoring guide is the 
document that you will use to evaluate this assessment. In this 
task, you are creating an assessment tool to meet the needs of 
your students and the learning goal(s) of your lesson. This 
document needs to be sharable with your students. 

• In reference to ETS Textbox 2.1.2, I have a final assessment on 
the last day of my lesson (Day 3) that I want the students to take, 
but I also have assessments during the progress of my 3 day 
lesson in which I use groupings and technology.  Can I refer to 
those assessments in the prompt or does it have to refer to the 
final assessment only? The activities, groupings, materials, and 
technology are those used DURING the assessment that is the 
focus of your Task 2 response. It is not what you used in lessons 
or formative assessments that led up to this point, but what is 
used DURING the actual assessment that is the focus of this task. 
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Task 2 Questions 
• It says to make modifications to the assessment for 2 focus students (Textbox 2.2.2 and 

2.2.3).  Do I actually give/administer the modified assessment to the focus students since 
my lesson will be over by then? In 2.1.3, you are to take the assessment that you have 
created/chosen for the whole class to assess your lesson’s goal(s) and modify it for each of 
the two Focus Students that you have chosen/described (based on the learning  needs of 
each student). Then you are to administer those modified assessments and collect, analyze 
and record the data produced. In textbox 2.2.3, this task is asking you to now think 
(analyze) about the overall progress that the focus students were able to demonstrate in 
these modified assessments that you just gave. So, yes, you DO administer the modified 
assessments to your two focus students to assess their understanding and achievement of 
the lesson’s goals.  

• In reference to Task 2, 2.2.1, what kind of artifact should be used for the baseline 
data?  In 2.2.1 this activity states that you are to administer the assessment, collect, 
record and analyze the data and compare it to the baseline data to determine student 
growth.  The artifact for this textbox is of the graphic representation of this collected data 
from the assessment. But, there is no reason not to include both data sources on your 
graphic representation to show student growth. (Remember, you do have a baseline artifact 
from 2.1.1 of your baseline data.) Whatever you decide to use (for example,  a pie chart, a 
table, or some sort of spread sheet), this graphic representation should be constructed so 
that it is easily understandable and that you can share with your class to help them 
understand their progress toward the lesson’s learning goal(s).  
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Task 2 Questions 

• For elementary majors, Task 2 must be about reading 
literacy.  Does this include all English and Language Arts or just 
Reading in specific? Literacy is the content focus of this task. 
Therefore, this includes all aspects of language arts and is not 
limited to reading. 

• If we do not obtain permission slips from every student in the 
class, are we still allowed to use their scores on pre and post-test 
graphics? All scores should be represented in your pre and post 
test graphics. Since no last names are to be included, there is no 
need for permission forms to be submitted. Please use only first 
names, or refer to them as Student A, Student B, etc.  

• What type of assessment do you expect for reading/literacy in 
task 2?  Do you want comprehension, grammar, spelling, fluency, 
etc? The assessment that you choose has to be able to evaluate 
the lesson’s goal(s) that you have established. So, whatever 
lesson focus you have should dictate the type of assessment that 
you will be choosing to use. Make sure that the lesson that you 
choose to highlight and then assess for Task 2 is robust enough to 
produce the data that you need to do a thorough analysis and 
reflection. 
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Task 2 Questions 
. Is this the correct sequence of events required by Task 2?  If not, please describe the correct sequence.  
* Collect baseline data 2.1.1 
*Plan a lesson that responds to students’ needs (as indicted by baseline data), and then teach the lesson. 2.1.1 
* Plan an assessment (selected or designed) that aligns with the lesson. 2.1.1 
* Determine (and explain rationale for) earning activities, grouping, materials, resources, and technology to use    during 
assessment. 2.1.2 
* Identify 2 focus students and determine how assessment will be modified for these students. 2.1.3 
* Administer the planned assessment.2.2.1 
Collect the assessment data. 2.2.1 
* Record the assessment data and transform it into a graphic representation.2.2.1 
* Analyze the baseline data and the assessment data in order to draw evidence-based conclusions about student 
learning.2.2.1 
* Share both the baseline data and the assessment data with the students and use the data to support what students are 
told about their progress. 2.2.1 
* Determine (and explain rationale for) modifications that should be made to the assessment’s learning activities, grouping, 
materials, resources, and technology, and data collection. 2.2.2 
* Describe, using evidence, the progress made by each of the Focus Students. 2.2.3 
* Determine the impact, using evidence, of modifying the assessment for each of the Focus Students. 2.2.3 
* Share the baseline and the assessment data with the Focus Students and use the data to support what they are told about 
their progress. 2.2.3 
* Reflect on the assessment process by identifying an aspect that was successful and explain why. 2.3.1 
* Explain how the assessment data will inform instruction for the whole class. 2.3.1 
* Explain how a different type of assessment than the one used would allow students to further demonstrate their learning. 
2.3.1 
* Identify one successful aspect of the modification made for each Focus Student and explain why it was it was successful. 
???2.3.2 
* Explain the modifications you would make in the future regarding activities, groupings, materials, resources, technology 
for each Focus Student, Explain your rationale. 2.3.2 
* Explain how the analysis of each Focus Student’s data informs instruction for him/her.  2.3.2 
This is the sequence that should be followed.   
 

9/24/2015 8 



Task 2 Questions 
• “Evidence” is often used as a synonym for “assessment data,” right? Based on 

the MoPTA Glossary, provided for your use, you will find the definition of 
‘Evidence’ as any information produced and submitted by a teacher candidate 
or by a student that documents the teacher candidate’s teaching performance 
and can be linked to the Missouri Teacher Standards and Quality Indicators. 
Evidence should be included in the written commentary and artifacts, including 
the video. 

• The graphic representation is supposed to depict only the assessment data—
rather than the change over time from baseline data to assessment data, right? 
See the explanation to the 4th question.  

•  How is the “data-collection” method different than the “assessment?”  Based 
on the MoPTA Glossary, provided for your use, you will find the definition of 
data collection as a method of gathering data that will allow the teacher 
candidate to analyze student progress and then plan for future instruction. So, 
task 2 is asking you to talk about that method you used in order to acquire 
data of the students’ learning.  In 2.1.1, this task wants the candidate to think 
about what method would best produce evidence of student learning and allow 
the candidate to collect this data. So, it is the type of assessment that is chosen 
to produce the best data. An example would be: A teacher wants to assess the 
students’ ability play and understand the rules of basketball. Here the 
assessment/data collection method that would be best would be a performance 
assessment rather than a paper and pencil test. Again in 2.2.2, this task is 
asking you if you would make any modifications to this data-collection method. 
In other words were you able to assess and collect the data that you intended 
to collect by this chosen method.  
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Task 2 Questions  

• Are the Focus Students’ work samples supposed to be what they 
produce as a result of the modifications in the assessment?  Yes. 

• What should our baseline data document look like?  What does it 
consist of? This artifact will look different based on the context of 
the lesson you have chosen to assess. This document should 
depict where the student are at the very beginning in relation to 
the goals selected. Based on the MoPTA Glossary, provided for 
your use, you will find the definition of data needed for baseline 
purposes as information, facts, and statistics gathered to measure 
student learning. This information may include both quantitative 
data and qualitative data (e.g., anecdotal notes). 

• Is the baseline data document the pre-test that we administer to 
our students? Correct.  

• Can the pre and post test be identical so that it measures 
accurate data? Yes.   

• Is the graphic representation of the collected data for the pre and 
post test scores? See the answer to the 4th question.    
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Task 3 Requirements 
Task 3: Designing Instruction for Student Learning 
• In this task, you will demonstrate your ability to develop 

instruction, including the use of technology, to facilitate 
student learning.   
 

* Elementary Level  - Must select Mathematics as your 
focus for Task 3. 
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Task 3 Requirements 
What you need to do for this task –  
• Respond to all parts of the guiding prompts 
• Reference your artifacts in supporting your written evidence 
• Describe, analyze, and reflect on your evidence 
• Identification of two focus students who reflect different learning needs 
• Artifacts (7) 

– Representative pages of your lesson plan (2) 
– Representative page of a differentiated lesson plan for focus student 1 (1) 
– Representative page of a differentiated lesson plan for focus student 2 (1) 
– Representative page of a teacher instructional artifact (1)   
– Work sample from a student other than the two focus students (1) 
– Work sample from focus student 1 (1) 
– Work sample from focus student 2 (1) 

•  Maximum of 22,500 character count (approximately 8 pages)  
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Task 3 Questions 

• Is it ok for my lesson plan to be 3 days, since we only have 45 
minute classes? Yes, your lesson plan may span across more than 
one day – many lesson plans do, depending on the time 
requirements/constraints and the amount of teaching and learning 
that must go into the particular lesson.  The key is that it is 
indeed a lesson plan with a focused learning goal(s), instructional 
strategies, learning activities, and materials and resources.  This 
should not be a multiple lesson plan or a unit plan.   

•   
• The provided lesson plan template we can choose to use (posted 

on Sakai) is 4 pages alone.  However, the artifact we upload for 
Task 3 on ETS says the “representative pages of your lesson plan” 
can only be a maximum of 2 pages.  How is that possible if the 
template alone is 4 pages? The key term is “representative.’’  The 
teacher candidate should submit a maximum of 2 representative 
pages of their lesson plan – not everything in it needs to be 
submitted.  The responses to the prompts within the Written 
Commentary will provide other corroborating evidence of an 
effective lesson plan.  
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Task 3 Questions 
• The provided lesson plan template asks me to provide Standards/Quality 

Indicators/Skills for the lesson.  Is this section referring to both the standards 
that my math lesson addresses (according to Common Core) and ALL the 
standards (#1-9) and related indicators that I am getting graded on based on 
the “Teacher Candidate Formative Assessment” scoring guide? This section is 
only referring to the student academic content standard(s) , such as the 
Common Core or NGSS, addressed in your lesson.   
 

• We have to have a representative page of a differentiated lesson plan for focus 
student 1 & 2 (max of 1 page each).  Does this mean we have to create 2 
entirely new lesson plans for each focus student?  Or, do we just need to tweak 
the lesson plan in a manner that fits the differing needs of the 2 focus 
students? You just need to tweak, re-write, or substitute for the portions of the 
lesson plan you have developed/adapted for the whole class that meet the 
learning needs of your two Focus Students.  There is no need to create an 
entirely new lesson plan.  Just make sure that your differentiated lesson plan 
addresses the learning needs of the 2 Focus Students vis a vis the learning 
goal(s) of the lesson.  

• What is the teacher instructional artifact referring to (textbox 3.3.1)? A 
teacher instructional artifact referred to would be something that the teacher 
prepared ahead and then used during the lesson that connects to the learning 
goal(s) of the lesson to move student learning forward; e.g., a student 
worksheet, a quiz, a rubric, a sample response from a previous student.   
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Task 3 Questions 
• The Work Samples submitted as artifacts seem to be a form of assessment that 

provides evidence of student learning, right?  How much information about the 
assessment should students include? The student work samples that you 
submit can be a form of assessment but need not be.  They could also be such 
things as notes from a small-group scientific investigation, a paragraph of 
persuasive writing, the outline of a 3-D art work, or a description of the 5 
Platonic solids.  And, yes, the key is to provide evidence of student learning 
related to the learning goal(s) for the lesson.   

• Can you be more explicit about the distinction between instructional strategies 
and learning activities? Instructional strategies are approaches used by the 
teacher candidate in the classroom to best meet the learning goal(s) and needs 
of the students and to engage them in the content – basically, instructional 
strategies are things the teacher does during instruction to actively engage 
students with the content; e.g., setting up learning stations around the 
classroom or arranging for a think/pair/share. Learning activities are 
experiences provided to students that support and facilitate their learning – 
basically, learning activities are things the students do during an instructional 
experience to move their learning forward; e.g., evaluating a peer’s work using 
a rubric or arguing with evidence during a whole-class discussion.    
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Task 3 Questions 

• Can you be more explicit about the distinction 
between materials and resources? Materials are the 
spectrum of educational materials that teacher 
candidates use in the classroom to support specific 
learning goals, as set out in lesson plans; e.g., copies 
of a scientific journal article or pastel paints.  
Resources are tools and personnel used by the teacher 
candidate to provide additional support to meet the 
learning goal(s) and needs of the students; e.g., a local 
weatherman coming into the classroom to discuss weather 
patterns or a computer simulation.   

• Does our lesson plan have to be the MoPTA formatted 
lesson plans that are on the site? No – candidates 
may submit a plan of their own.  
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Task 3 Questions 

• Does the differentiated lesson plans for focus students 1 & 2 have 
to be an additional page to our lesson plans? Yes, the 
differentiated lesson plans for the Focus Students are meant to be 
separate artifacts submitted during Step 2 of the task.  However, 
these differentiated lesson plans may be devised/adapted from 
copied and pasted portions of the lesson plan submitted in Step 1 
for the whole class.   

• What is a teacher instructional artifact? See the answer to the 5th 
question.  

• Will Task 2 and Task 3 both be due on the same day when this 
test is given in the future and why? Yes, but this is because you 
may respond to Tasks 2 and 3 in either order, depending on your 
preference.  So, although they technically are due on the same 
day, they should be completed at different times within the 
response window provided.  And they both must be completed 
and submitted on or before that due date before Task 4 becomes 
activated.   
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Support 
• 24/7 access to submission/authoring site 
• Website – mega.ets.org 
• Call Center 

– Monday–Friday, 8 a.m.–6:45 p.m. CT  
– Email: mega@ets.org 
– Phone 1855-856-3714 

• Technical support 
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Submission Window 
Fall 2015 Key Dates 
• Registration Opened: July 15th 
• Registration Closes: September 3rd  
• Submission Opened: August 13th 
• Task 1 Deadline: September 10th 
• Task 2 & 3 Deadline: October 8th 15 days away! 
• Task 4 Deadline: November 6th  
• Resubmission Window: November 19th-December 3rd  
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MoPTA Requirements 
In order to pass the assessment for the 2015/2016 
submission window, students must: 
• respond to the outlined activities and guiding prompts for 

each task  
• include artifacts to support their responses  
• link their artifacts to designated textbox responses  
• MoPTA-V test takers only: include a video for Task 4 per the 

requirements  
• obtain a minimum score of 1 for every step within each task  
• obtain a minimum overall score of 11 for all three tasks  
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Website/Submission Site Resources 



Permission Forms 
Permission Forms 
• Are required for –  

– Student Work Samples 
– Photographs of Students or Adults 
– Video 
– Observations, Letters, and other materials 

• Student Release 
• Student 18+ Release 
• Adult Release 
• Must be uploaded to ETS -  by the time you are 

submitting Task 4  
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Library of Examples 
• Collection of excerpts taken from actual submissions 
• Taken from a variety of candidates, they reflect a variety of 

writing styles and modes of presentation 
• Show how well the evidence addresses the guiding prompts 

and the rubric specific to each task 
• Each pair of excerpts provides a stronger and weaker 

response to the same textbox 
• Used only for comparison purposes 
• May be used by the candidate or the instructor 
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Task 2, Step 1, Textbox 2.1.1 



Test-Taker Performance Assessment Account Home 
Page 
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Test-Taker MoPTA Home Page 
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Test-Taker MOPTA Home Page (continued) 
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Uploading Permission Forms 



9/24/2015 31 



9/24/2015 32 



Uploading Permission Forms 



Upload Artifacts 
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Accessing Task 2 



Task 1 Feedback Acknowledgement 



Task Page 
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Content Area 
Selection 





Contextual Information Textbox 



Textbox Sample 
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Copy and paste written commentary into textbox 
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Linking Artifacts Within a Textbox 
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Selecting Artifact to Link 
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Artifact Linked to Response 
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View or Remove  a Linked Artifact 
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Save All Responses 
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Submission Terms  
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Task List Updated with Submission Status  
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Questions?  
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