Lesson Plan Template: When Dreams Came True: A Case Study of the Gl Bill
Class: U.S. History / Social Studies Grades 6-12

Introduction: On June 22, 1944, the Gl Bill of Rights was passed by Congress and signed by
President Roosevelt. This four-day lesson on the Gl Bill is designed to make students aware of
the contributions of Veterans and the history of the GlI Bill as it relates to World War Il.

The lesson will involve two primary teaching techniques:
e lecture/discussion and
e small group work.

Student understanding is designed to meet the seven objectives for this lesson and will be
measured via two tools:
¢ individual involvement in discussion in the lecture and concluding discussions; and
¢ individual and group involvement in the small group activity.

Objectives: At the end of this lesson, students will understand how and why the GI Bill of Rights:

1. became law;

2. differed from historical attempts to help veterans after earlier American wars;

3. was necessary after World War lI;

4. was an example of a law that worked - a law that truly made dreams come true;

5. addressed the needs of people who had previously been excluded from achieving the
American Dream - especially in terms of expanding educational opportunities,
accessing affordable housing in the suburbs, and increasing involvement in service,
white collar, and professional jobs in the public and private sectors;

6. expanded the role of the federal government and presidential powers within society
and the economy, and how such expansion was consistent with the new federal
powers of the New Deal; and

7. continues to influence the lives of Americans throughout the remainder of the 20t
Century and into the 21st Century.

Show-Me Standards: The Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education
Grade- and Course-Level Expectations for Social Studies contains several rationales for
examining the Gl Bill.

Standards 3a-x, 3b-m, 2c and 6g allow teachers to address the Gl Bill as follows:

2. Knowledge of principles and processes of governance systems
c- Processes of governmental systems Explain how laws are made, interpreted
and enforced Standard SS1 1.10, DOK-2
3a Knowledge of continuity and change in the history of Missouri and the United States
x-Causes, comparisons, and results of major twentieth-century wars
3b. Knowledge of continuity and change in the history of the world
m-Causes, comparisons and results of major twentieth-century wars
6. Knowledge of relationships of the individual and groups to institutions and cultural
traditions
g. Effect of laws and events on relationships Standard-SS6 1.6, 3.6, DOK-2
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When Dreams Came True: A Case Study of the Gl Bill

Day One: Introduction:

Show the DVD “No One Walks Alone” music video and the “Long Version-“The Montgomery Gl
Bill”, beginning through 9 minute point.

Show a 4-minute clip from the 1946 film, The Best Years of Our Lives. This piece is located
approximately 9-1/2 minutes into the movie (including credits). It begins with, “Hey Al,
remember what it was like when we went overseas?” and ends about four minutes later with
“Hey, we got to get out of the nose” - right before they leave the plane. Before showing the
clip, provide the students with the following background information about the clip. It consists
of a conversation between two soldiers and a sailor who are returning home from the war to
their small mid-western city: an Air Force Captain from lower class background who was a
soda jerk before the war and is returning to the rail yard slums of his parents and wife; an Army
Sergeant from the upper class who was a VP of a small bank before the war and is returning to
his lovely wife and two perfect children who have been leading their own lives while he was
away; and a Navy grunt from a middle-class family who was a high school student before the
war and has lost both his hands and has had them replaced with hooks. An interesting point is
that this young man was not a trained actor, but an actual veteran who had lost his hands in
World War Il. In this conversation, the veterans discuss their hopes, dreams, and fears about
the future.

(Note about the movie: This was one of the most important and timely movies ever made right
after the war — and it is as relevant today as it was in 1946. The film chronicles the returning
soldiers’ relationships with the family and friends from whom they've been parted for so long,
and realistically shows that the world they're returning to is not the same one they left years
earlier. These three men, whose paths would have been unlikely to cross before the war - and
even now back in civilian life, there are worlds between them - find themselves turning to one
another for support, united by their experiences in the war and their disconnection from their
homes. A great description of the film — which won 7 Oscars in 1946 including Best Picture —is
available at http://www filmsite.org/besty.html.)

Discussion after the clip:

¢ What do these three veterans of WWII have in common?

¢ How would you define their American Dream? Your American Dream? How do they
compare and contrast?
Do you think they will achieve their dreams? How and why?
How would you compare and contrast the dreams of soldiers returning from WWII with
the dreams of soldiers returning from Afghanistan and Iraq?

e Do you think today’s soldiers will achieve their American Dream?

Transition: In The Best Years of Our Lives, the three veterans shared a fairly simple American
Dream - a small house for their family and a steady job. In the next four days, we will examine
this Dream and how the Gl Bill of 1944 became a law that truly made dreams come true. As
we have this discussion, please keep in mind your definition of the American Dream and how it
compares and contrasts with those soldiers returning from World War Il and those returning
from contemporary wars.

Lecture/Discussion: The lecture/discussion is designed for one-day of about 1 hour. It consists
of two parts: the History of the Gl Bill and the Consequences of the Gl Bill. Both of these
address Objectives 1-5.
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Days Two (and Three): Checking for Understanding through Discussion and Guided Practice.

Students work individually and collectively on small group projects designed to check their
understanding of Lesson Objectives 6 and 7.

e Poster interpreting the Gl Bill

e Power Point presentation

e Animoto Presentation (or Similar Web 2.0 tool)
(http://animoto.com/play/fKJjtzQ0gkILX1tR100EdA)

e Song/Rap

Day Three (or Four): Closure. Teacher will conclude the lesson by involving students in a
discussion of the most important issues to remember about the Gl Bill and its influence
over American society during the past 67 years.

Checking for Understanding and Guided Practice: The initial evaluation of how well students
understood the information provided during the first day occurs through a series of discussion
questions included in the lecture/discussion. The questions are designed not only to gauge
student comprehension, but to ask them to make some analytical connections and objective
predictions. The next evaluation takes place in the course of the group activity designed to
guide students through an understanding of Objectives 4, 6 and 7.

Small Group Activity: Students, in small groups, will create a product (poster, PowerPoint, Rap,
Web 2.0 creation...)to represent their interpretation of the Gl Bill.

Closure: This lesson is intended to be the culminating discussion for a three-to-four week unit
on World War ll. The concluding statements below address only those needed for closure of
the four-day lesson — after the lecture/discussion has occurred and the student group projects
are completed. They will not substitute for the closure that must be designed for the entire
WWII unit.

Concluding Statements:

We began our discussion of the Gl Bill with an introduction to three veterans returning from
World War Il who were sharing their hopes for achieving the American Dream. We continued
with a discussion of the historical origins of the Gl bill and the consequences of its passage.
Your group work explored how the Gl bill expanded the role of the federal government and
presidential powers into the lives of the American people, how the Gl Bill continued to shape
American lives over the past 60 years, and how the GI Bill was a unique American law that truly
helped to make dreams come true.

Now, let’s try to come up with at least five points that you think are essential to understanding
the GI Bill and that are absolutely essential to understanding the end of World War Il and the
ways it influenced the next 60 years of American history. [Ask for student input and write all
their thoughts on the board. Then, through class discussion of the merits of each, narrow them
down to five upon which they can all agree]. These conclusions will vary from class to class
but should include: The Gl Bill was a law that worked for the American people — one that
helped dreams come true for many veterans and their families.

Ask a student to place all five points on a large poster for extra credit. Post these on the wall
and continue to refer to them at appropriate times throughout the remainder of the semester.
Be sure to weave these points into future discussions of that involve the analysis of late-20t
Century social problems and domestic policy issues.

Materials:
A video player and DVD of the Gl Bill provided by the Troops To Teachers office.
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Teachers may also want to access the following resources, all of which were used to help
design this lesson.

Bennett, Michael J. When Dreams Came True: The Gl Bill and the Making of Modern
America. Dulles, Virginia: Brasseys,1996.

Department of Veterans Affairs, Web Site for the history of the Gl Bill at
http://www.gibill.va.gov/benefits/history_timeline/index.html

Gl Bill Act of June 22, 1944 full text of the Act at
http://www.higher-ed.org/resources/Gl_bill.htm

Skocpol, Theda, “Delivering for Young Families: The Resonance of the Gl Bill” at
http://prospect.org/cs/articles?article=delivering_for_young_families

The Best Years of Our Lives. Directed by Samuel Goldwyn, 1946.

The Best Years of Our Lives Review at
http://www. filmsite.org/besty.html

Camelon, David. "How the First Gl Bill Was Written ..a Wild Ride from Georgia." THE
AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZIN Feb. 1969: 22+. Web.
http://www.legion.org/documents/legion/pdf/gibillpitkinpt2.pdf
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