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Dr. Mary Byrne, Ed.D.
Public Hearing Testimony to the Missouri State Board of Education
October 27, 2014

INTRODUCTION

President Herschend, members of the board, I appeared before this State Board of Education in
January of this year to ask that you reverse the board’s adoption of the Common Core Stage
Standards because the process by which they were adopted was inconsistent with ethical and
responsible governance (that is, governors, including Missouri’s governor, having signed a
memorandum of agreement committing states to «. . . the development and adoption of a
common core of state standards before they were written), and lacked the statutory authority to
adopted privately owned, copyrighted materials as public policy. At that time, little was known
about the National Association of State Boards of Education’s involvement in the agreement to
cooperate with the Council of Chief State School Officers, the National Governors Association,
and the U.S. Department of Education in promoting the Common Core State Standards Initiative;
however, since January, additional information has been found that calls into question an
apparent conflict of interest that inhibits the ability of this board to make unbiased decisions

about academic standards developed by work groups constituted by HB 1490.

EVIDENCE
The following is evidence to support my concerns:

e Page 3 of the Common Core Standards Memorandum of Agreement to develop and adopt
a common core of state standards signed by Governor Nixon in June 2009 describes a
National Policy Forum to include signatory organizations and names the National

Association of State Boards of Education among them. It’s justified to assume thav



members of this board, though not all, were aware of the Governor’s agreement at tha=
m

Page C-0 of the State Fiscal Stabilization Fund Application (the grant program that
provided four assurances to the U.S. Dept. of Education including the adoption of
common standards and aligned assessments) shows the signature of Dr. Bert Schulte as
the Chief State School Officer who is under the direction of the State Board of Education
A 2010 990 filed by the National Association of State Boards of Education reads as
follows:

...in 2009 48 states and 3 territories agreed to participate in the process of creating a set
of common core standards . . . they must adopt 100% of the common core k-12 standards
in english language arts and mathematics and begin assessment on the common core state
standards within three years . . .NASBE is an equal partner with the Council Of Chief
State School Officers and National Governors Association on the Common Core
Standards Initiative the three organizations are working closely together to facilitate the
dialogue related to standards adoption and implementation the focus of this effort is to
engage state boards of education, other governing bodies, . . NASBE conducted four
regional conferences from January-March of 2010 to give state boards an opportunity to
gain an information infrastructure of materials and resources on the common core as
well as prepare state boards for the policy and advocacy work that will be essential 10 a
smooth approval process of the common core standards the conferences are Sfunded oy
e Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. (italics added) The Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation funds millions of dollars in grants in the state of Missouri.
in 2012, Missouri State Board of Education President Peter Herschend received the

Distinguished Service Award from the NASBE.



@« Annual and Platinum Level Partners identified on the NASBE website

shttp://www.nasbe.org/about-us/partners/1 include a list of corporations that benefit from

contracts awarded to develop, administer, score, and report student pertormance on tests
aligned to the new standards; sales of instructional material and personnel development
programs to teach content associated with the grade level sequence of the standards; and
provide interventions to schools associated with poor test results. Among these are
Pearson, ETS, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, McGraw-Hill, ACT, College Board, WestEd,
Wireless Generation and others. Missouri contracts with several of the above testing

companies.

CONCLUSIO¥

aithough NASBE’s “Public Education Positions for 2014 states, “The adoption of any common
wrandards by individual states must not be a condition for the receipt of federal aid.” That point
svas disregarded from the outset of the standards adoption process. Further, the association of the
Missouri State Board of Education with the National Association of State Boards of Education
and its partners, as well as the relationship of the board with the governor, is a concern in 1ts
ability to evaluate the standards developed by the academic workgroups of Missouri’s education
professionais and teachers. Please be reminded that your first duty is to uphold the compact
wissouri has with its citizens, that is, Missouri’s constitution; and that Article IX of our
constitution promises, public education is for, “A general diffusion of knowledge and
intelligence being essential to the preservation of the rights and liberties of the people,” [that is. a
liberal arts education as envisioned by our founders; not workforce development envisioned by
Washington DC-based trade organizations and their partners] for the gratuitous instruction of all

persons in this state . . .”
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I have observed the 6-12 ELA work group and it is very apparent that the so called education
professionals in the meetings are merely re-constituting common core standards under the guise of new
Missouri standards. There is no doubt that the very same people who have presided over our failing
schools want to continue down the same path of dumbing down our students. When offered nationally
recognized superior public domain standards such as Massachusetts over Common Core, they prefer
Common Core. Clearly, they are products of a failed education system, themselves. Ask yourself, why
would they not want the best for every child? Missouri students deserve better, they deserve the best
standards available and not standards bought and paid for by individuals and corporations whose only
interest is a piece of the education expenditure pie. You have heard the expression garbage in garbage
out. I contend, that those responsible, in our universities and college's for teaching our teachers are
imparting methodology, techniques and ideology in subject matter, that has proven to be ineffective and
detrimental to achieving a sound body of knowledge. It is not our teachers fault, that our students are
falling behind, they are teaching what they have been taught and the downward spiral perpetuates
itself. 1 want to leave you with this indictment of our education system that I personally witnessed. A
college student could not add $189.00 + 95.00 in his head or on the invoice without asking his co-
worker to use his cell phone calculator. Sad, isn't it.
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Statement for Public Hearing on HB 1490

Response to Provision 1:
I agree with the premise of being able to evaluate teacher performance as a metric for state and

local funding. However if there is no consideration or allotment for factors unrelated to the
instructor, then the evaluation is flawed, unfair, and unjust. Often times our schools are under-
served, forged into inadequate partnerships that ends up creating more gaps in the delivery of
educational services, and are managed by complacent and, simply put, bad supervision. And
Professionals shouldn’t be and don’t need to be managed nor supervised —they should be led.
When you have leadership deficits there is going to be, inevitably, a breakdown in service and
structure, and often the blame lies with the instructor; evidenced by the evaluation process being
information flowing top down with little or no space for considerations of information flowing
bottom up.

Response to Provision 2:
I agree with the premise of utilizing quantifiable data as a component of the evaluation process.

As the old adage goes “men and women lie —numbers don’t”, with the exception of one caveat
“unless the men and women lie about the numbers”. Quantifiable data provides the relevancy to
qualitative information that educators convey through stories and anecdotes. Those in education
know very well that student data is only a component of evaluating student progress.

Though good instruction is data driven, it also encompasses the range of outcomes that still
highlight or indicate student growth. Often students come to classrooms behind grade level and
though instructors are able to assist in raising student grade level achievement, but because of
previous deficits the student still may not achieve at or on grade level. Again, if there are not
places or spaces for allotments for factors unrelated to the instructor then the evaluation and law
perpetuating it is flawed, unfair, and unjust.

Response to Provision 4:
It would appear to be uncooperative, unpatriotic, and un-American to create a standard with no
regard for those directly affected by it and left with no recourse to amend or fix the standard.
That would appear to be a relative dictatorship than a representative democracy. Therefore I
disagree and strongly encourage others to disagree with the spirit and tangible intent of this
provision. Good education, like good governance, teaches people how to think, not what to think.
And any statutes or provisions that discourage a free and fair exchange of ideas and solutions
would appear to be flawed, unfair, and unjust.

Response to HB 1490 E.S.BellH 10/19/14
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