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What is B.E.S.T.?
● B.E.S.T. (Basic Employment Skills Training) is

○ A work based internship program for high school seniors identified with 
developmental disabilities

○ Housed in a business environment 
○ Provides real life opportunities to gain transferable skills related to 

employment



History of Program
● 15-16 school year 

○ Career Exploration Program was launched 
○ Scott Spear (Transition Liaison) 

■ Learned about the S.T.E.P. program
● Columbia Public Schools & Boone Hospital 

○ Mr. Sampson reached out to Hannibal Regional Hospital 
● 16-17 school year 

○ Team from Hannibal Public Schools & Hannibal Regional Hospital visited the S.T.E.P. 
program 
■ This visit began the partnership and development the B.E.S.T. program





History of Program Continued 
● 17-18 School Year

○ Brock Sousa (Transition Liaison) 
○ Identified 7 students as possible candidates

■ Narrowed down to 5 
■ All 5 students had an 3 yr. Re-Eval

○ Collaboration with several outside agencies
■ Marion County Services, County Connections, Learning Opportunities, GAMM 

Incorporated & Vocational Rehab. 
■ All students in program will receive services from at least 1 agency if not all agencies. 

○ May 2018 5 students interviewed and toured Hospital
○ June 2018 during summer school 3 students participated in a paid work internship 



What's Happening this Year
● 18-19 School Year

○ First year of B.E.S.T. program
○ 4 students will be participating 

■ 1 student in Foods
■ 2 students in Environmental Services
■ 1 Student in Materials

○ Paid internship
■ Upto 240 hrs or 6 months

● Additional grant for 240 hrs 
○ First 2 weeks of school

■ Background checks
■ Shots and Records
■ Opened/Trained Career II Students

● Coffee Shop, Custodial, Car Wash
■ Students were outfitted with 3 pairs of work clothes and shoes.



First year cont.
○ All students will have a job coach 

■ Learning Opportunities 
■ Pera from HPS 

○ September 4th first day at Hospital
■ 2 weeks at school 

● Finish paperwork for off campus
○ Participated in Hospital Orientation

■ HR developed a modified Orientation



Schedule 
● Leave for Hospital

○ 7:45
● Classroom 

○ 8:00 - 9:00
● Work Departments

○ 9:05 - 1:30 
● Lunch at Hospital

○ With departments
● Classroom

○ 1:30 - 2:00

● Leave for High School
○ 2:00

● Change clothes
○ 2:15

● Go Home
○ 2:30
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http://drive.google.com/file/d/1I5byX4moRXrceFfBwPRcTJmS7laTCV7x/view
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