Special Education Advisory Panel Meeting
Minutes
December 6, 2019

Members in Attendance

Lisa Robbins Byron Koster Priscilla Reed
Kim Bray Amy Wilson Cecil Ince
Megan Griffiths Christian Basi Christina Booker
Cheryl Kosmatka Tom Bamvakais Jennifer Beutel
Susan Marino Todd Fraley Stephen Barr
Lisa Jones Diana Taylor-Soole Michael Aitken
Abby Robbins Stephanie Mefford Leigh Reynolds
Lori Masek Amanda McKee Kristin Donze
Amanda Kaiser Cory McMahon

Members Not in Attendance

Virginia Allsman Elizabeth Fox April Regester
Desiree Byars Matthew McTeer Daniel Williams
Kathy Carron Elizabeth Obrey

Copies of handouts and presentations for this meeting are available at:
http://dese.mo.gov/special-education/advisory-panels/seap/meetings.

Call to Order/Introductions — Lisa Robbins called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. Introductions
were made.

Approval of Minutes — Cory McMahon made a motion to approve the panel minutes as written.
Diana Taylor-Soole seconded the motion. Minutes were approved.

2018-19 SPP/APR — Mary Corey, coordinator, Special Education Data, presented the state trend
data as well as comparisons across the nine designated regions of the state. The regional numbers
showed the variation that exists from one region to another. Some of the more prominent
differences were between regions that are predominately rural or urban. A handout and Mary’s
powerpoint presentation were emailed to panel members prior to the meeting and are available at
https://dese.mo.gov/special-education/advisory-panels/seap/seap-meeting-handouts.

The panel was asked to provide input regarding setting targets for the 2019-20 school year. OSE
proposed setting the extended 2018-19 targets equal to the 2017-18 targets because there could
be changes to the APP/APR indicators within the next year which could necessitate making
substantive changes, including resetting baselines and developing new targets for multiple years.
For the most part, panel members agreed with this approach but there was some discussion on
setting more rigorous targets where indicated by historical trend data.

Due Process Hearing Decisions/Disclosure — Madelynn Garrett, legal counsel, Office of Special
Education, reviewed the due process hearing decisions from FY 2018-19 (handout available at
https://dese.mo.gov/special-education/advisory-panels/seap/seap-meeting-handouts).

Discipline Data — Mary presented information on the state’s discipline data (handout available at
https://dese.mo.gov/special-education/advisory-panels/seap/seap-meeting-handouts).
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DESE Update

e State Budget — DESE provided a draft budget to the State Board of Education at their
September meeting. The State Board approved the budget and forwarded it to the
Governor’s budget staff prior to the October 1 deadline. Several meetings with the
Governor’s budget staff subsequently occurred. The budget presented by the Governor to
the Legislature is the one that will guide discussions with legislative committees starting
January 2020. This week legislators began pre-filing bills. Many of these will go to the
various agencies for statements on fiscal impact (cost) and technical review. DESE does
not typically make statements in support of or against bills.

e Federal Budget — The federal fiscal year began on October 1 without a completed
federal budget. Prior to Thanksgiving, Congress passed a Continuing Resolution
extending them through December 20, 2019. Education is forward funded so the
appropriation is already in place for the 2019-20 school year. Conversations regarding
Congress’ failure to meet its 40 percent commitment to IDEA continue but little hope
exists that will take place.

e Alternate Assessment — Changes under the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) limits
the participation of students on the state’s alternate assessment to one percent of total test
takers. Missouri’s alternate assessment (MAP-A) is embedded in the Dynamic Learning
Maps. Missouri met the federal ESSA requirement related to alternate assessment
participation for the 2019-20 school year. DESE is reviewing data for the 2019-20 school
year to look for progress and concerns related to the current school year. In early
November, the Office of Quality Schools notified 178 districts that failed to meet the one
percent cap of their requirement to provide documentation related to why they did not
meet the goal and how their plan to improve in the future. As of December 5, 92 districts
(52%) have been approved and 85 have not submitted/or their response was rejected.
Small Schools - Approved: 58, Not yet submitted: 19
Large Schools - Approved: 34, Rejected and waiting on correction: 14, Not yet submitted: 52

e MSSD and SSD — The Missouri Schools for Severely Disabled and the Special School
District of St. Louis County have been collaboratively developing curricular resources
aligned to the Essential Elements (the alternate state standard aligned to the state
standards). Their work is on track for an initial release at the end of January for all school
districts in the state. The platform to access the materials is Build Your Own Curriculum
(BYOC) which will be accessible in all districts. This is a positive step forward in
supporting all districts across the state.

e Alternative Methods of Instruction - The Missouri General Assembly passed 171.033
RSMo allowing districts to make-up up to 36 hours of school lost due to inclement
weather, a utility outage, or emergency contagious disease. The law takes effect in the
2020-21 school year. Districts must have an approved plan in order to implement the
statute. The Office of Quality Schools is scheduled to release guidance to districts in
February. We need to provide suggestions for districts to consider. There will be some
overlap with guidance related to virtual learning in that it must be first and foremost
appropriate for the student. Students with disabilities must be able to access as easily and
in the same timeframe as non-disable students. Recently discussed with MOCASE the
possibility of using some of their LASE groups to provide training and discussion related
to the guidance and implications. Likely suggestions included the following:

o Include special education in the plan development team
o Pretrain IEP teams, parents, and students - ensure supports (parents) are available
when needed
o Plan maximum number of lessons needed
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o Amend each IEP to describe how AMI will be implemented for the student prior
to using AMI for make-up hours
o Consider impact on related services, draft flexibility into IEP (90 minute delivered
in sessions lasting at least 30 minutes every regularly scheduled week)

o Ensure technology is accessible

o Debrief, incorporate feedback at annual IEP meetings
FIEP Update —There are eight new and three experienced state contracted facilitators
starting this school year. At the end of November, 23 FIEPs had been requested (10 held,
12 pending, and 1 withdrawn) which is comparable to last year’s numbers. OSE
contracted with Cheryl Thompson to evaluate the process through contacts with parents,
districts, and facilitators. The evaluation results will guide future discussions and training
with state facilitators. As a follow-up to last spring’s training (over 200 school personnel
were trained to facilitate), OSE surveyed the participating districts to determine what they
were doing as a result of the training and their future needs. An analysis of the survey
results will be provided at the March panel meeting. At least three additional training
sessions will be conducted by the end of January. In addition, OSE is developing a plan
to provide training for all IEP team members on some of the best strategies to make IEP
meetings comfortable for parents and focused on the child. The survey is available at:
https://dese.mo.gov/special-education/advisory-panels/seap/seap-meeting-handouts).
State Leadership Development Grant—In September we reported to you that MO
applied for a $200,000 a year grant to develop a system of supports and training for
Special Education Directors. MO was one of 6 states awarded a grant. A new
certification process for administrators will provide for a K-12 administrator’s certificate
but the process will not include a separate certification for special education directors.
Only about 1/4" of the directors of special education held that certification in 2019-20.
This grant will assist the Office of Special Education, in collaboration with the Missouri
Council for Administrators of Special Education (MO-CASE), to develop and implement
training specific to allow special education directors or any administrator to get a special
education endorsement added to their administrator certification. In addition to resource
development, we will need to provide an on-line process that tracks progress, and
provides coaching and mentoring. A new position was created to organize the
implementation of this grant and to provide training to Building Administrators in the
State Operated Programs. Kindra Delp will assume that new position on December 16.
We met with MO-CASE on Wednesday to provide an update on the grant, go over the
timelines for the first year activities, and open up initial discussions regarding the
communications and screening/selection processes.
State Systemic Improvement Plan (SSIP) and Cadres - Missouri annually expands the
number of districts implementing District Continuous Improvement (DCI) practices
(OSE’s SSIP) with approximately 120 districts now receiving DCI supports through
OSE. An additional 25 districts receive DCI supports through the Every Student
Succeeds Act (ESSA) supported by ESSA funds. District supports take the form of online
resources through the Virtual Learning Platform and personnel supports through staff of
the Regional Professional Development Centers (RPDCs) and through cadre meetings
where they have discussions and exchanges with other districts of similar size. The first
round of cadre meetings started in November with the fifth and final one being conducted
at Lee’s Summit today (December 6). A MMD/DCI cadre report was provided to panel
members and is available at: https://dese.mo.gov/special-education/advisory-
panels/seap/seap-meeting-handouts).
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Part B State Plan Changes — The proposed changes to the Part B State Plan are available on the
web for public review and comment (https://dese.mo.gov/special-education/state-plan-special-
education). Written public comments on the proposed changes should be submitted no later than
close of business on January 14, 2020, to Special Education Compliance, Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education, P. O. Box 480, Jefferson City, MO 65102 or by fax: 573-
751-3910 or by email to Idea. Comments@dese.mo.gov.

Subcommittee Meetings — Subcommittees did not meet.

Member Issues/Reports
Cory indicated there is a concurrent resolution being prefiled to urge equal technology access for
individuals with disabilities.

Diana indicated that the Public Comment subcommittee received a press release which
referenced “Falling Through the Cracks,” a report on St. Louis schools.

Christian indicated legislative bills have been filed which would allow parents the right to record
IEP meetings as well as a bill that was prefiled on seclusion and restraint. He also indicated that

the Columbia School District created a task force in September.

Adjournment — Tom Bamvakais made a motion to adjourn and Diana Taylor-Soole seconded.
Meeting adjourned at 2:30 p.m.
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