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Types of Referrals

Pa re nt * Parent or guardian of the child

. * From a First Steps case manager or service provider
Fl rSt Ste pS * Treated as a Parent Referral
® Head Start, DMH, DOH, CS, child care providers, etc.

* From PAT educator or school based preschool program
* Treated as an Agency Referral

- Follows “Parent” referral flowchart

Follows “Agency” referral flowchart

There are four ways 3-5 year olds can be referred to the LEA for ECSE services. You will
soon begin your school year and it is important that you understand what compliance
regulations apply to the child’s evaluation timeline based on the source of the referral to
Part B’s ECSE program.

Parents referrals will be the majority of your referrals. The first two groups that make
automatic parent referrals come from the parent or guardian of the child or from a First
Steps case manager or service provider. These two groups follow the timelines associated
with a parent referral shown by the Initial Parent Flowchart. However, First Steps has some
very specific guidelines which we will cover in a few minutes.

The third group of parent referrals come from Service Providers who are working with the
child or family such as Head Start, childcare providers, Children’s Services case workers, etc.
In this case, the LEA must contact the parent of the child and determine if the parent
wishes to proceed with the evaluation process. If yes, then the LEA would follow the
Parent Referral Process Flowchart.

The fourth group of parent referrals come from the public agency or school district itself.
This could be a PAT educator or a school based preschool teacher. This type of referral
follows the Agency Referral Process Flowchart. Remember that you have copies of these
flowcharts in your New Directors’ Binder.



Referrals from Part C (First Steps)  U-'s

Indicator 200.1300

Transition from First Steps to Early Childhood Special Education
Considered a “parent” referral

All children eligible for First Steps are potentially eligible for ECSE

Referral occurs the date complete Directory Information is
received by the LEA

o Does not have to be in writing.

Let’s take a look at a special situation referral from First Steps. This referral is called a C to
B Transition because IDEA does not want an interruption in services between Part C and
Part B. The procedures surrounding this transition are designed to make the process as
smooth as possible for the child and their parents. We will discuss the C to B Transition
process and how districts can determine if the child’s IEP must be in place by their third
birthday.

Note on bullet 3 and 4: In Missouri, all children in Part C (First Steps) are considered to be
potentially eligible for Part B (ECSE) services. (Administrative Memo 2/29/2012). Under
First Steps requirements, the LEA must be notified when a child participating in First Steps
is approaching age three through the provision of “Directory Information”.
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The Five REQUIRED Pieces m

of Directory Information ! steps
Referral occurs the date complete Directory Information is
received by the LEA

Child’s name

, ' Child’s date of birth

Address

Parent’s name

Phone Number

So what is considered COMPLETE Directory Information? This slide shows the five pieces of
directory information that are required in order for a referral to be made.. ..

Directory information may be provided in a variety of ways including, but not limited to:
direct parent contact, a directory information form provided by the First Steps System

Points of Entry (SPOE), First Steps service provider contact, the invitation to attend the
child’s First Steps Transition Conference.
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Referral from First Steps

When ECSE receives complete directory information in any manner
from First Steps, this is notification, which is a referral to ECSE and it
begins the ECSE referral timeline.

In other words...

The date the directory information is received by ECSE is considered
date of referral and triggers the evaluation process requirements
under IDEA.

In other words...
Directory Information = Notification = Referral to ECSE

If one or more of the five directory items is not provided when First Steps communicates
with ECSE, the information is incomplete and does not constitute a referral or start the
process. The items may be provided over several contacts through verbal or written
information. The five items do not have to be provided to the district all at once. However,
once all five pieces of information have been provided the referral has been made and the
process must proceed.

For referrals from First Steps: the referral date is the date ECSE picks up the fax, receives an
email, or talks to someone on the phone and has complete directory information for the
child — that is the date of referral.

First Steps has an opt out policy where the parent may opt out of sending directory info to
ECSE.
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ECSE Attendance at the Transition Conference

U The required participants for the Transition Conference are
J ECSE (LEA chosen representative)

- First Steps Service Coordinator jlrs’r g’\f';oursl
d Parents RLY INTE mm

U The Service Coordinator will schedule the Transition Conference
O ECSE must participate

U Participation in the Conference means ECSE attends the meeting
in person or participates via conference call/Skype
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IEP by Third Birthday? estlis

,sfe_p.f,

e e Referred to First Steps less than

or more prior to 3"birthday

90 days prior to 3" birthday
1L
Found eligible for First Steps

UFollow the initial evaluation process and

N the 30-60-30 timeline
O Eligibility for ECSE MUST be —

determined by 3" birthday 4 4 Iy
QO If eligible, IEP MUST be | 4

developed before and
implemented on the 3™ birthday

http://dese.mo.gov/communications/webinar/transition-first-steps-early-childhood-special-education

So, how do you decide when IDEA does not require that the IEP be in place by the child’s
3rd birthday?

The key piece of data in this determination is the date the child was referred to First Steps.
If this information has not already been shared, LEAs can request that the SPOE service
coordinator send the child’s First Steps referral date using the First Steps release of
information (ROI) form. Information provided on this form falls under Family Education
Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) and requires parental consent for the SPOE to release
personally identifiable information about the child. This includes the date of referral to First
Steps.

If the child was referred to First Steps 90 or more days prior to their third birthday AND
found eligible for First Steps, then the eligibility for ECSE must be determined by the child’s
third birthday AND if found eligible, an IEP must be in place ready to implement by the
child’s third birthday. The ONLY exception to this is if the parent delays consent for the
initial evaluation.

If the child was referred to First Steps less than 90 days prior to the child’s third birthday,
the LEA follows the 30-60-30 initial evaluation process and timeline. The IEP DOES NOT
have to be in place and implemented by the child’s third birthday, however if the child is
eligible for First Steps and ECSE the evaluation should be expedited, if possible so there is
less gap in services. Know the child’s date of REFERRAL TO FIRST STEPS.
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Date of referral to First Steps is K

Date child was referred to First Steps is not part of
Directory Information so:

JECSE should look for the date on page 1 of the
First Steps Release of Info form; OR

JECSE can obtain the date of the referral to First
Steps at the Transition Conference
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Exceptions to IEP by 3 birthday

* The referral to First Steps was less than 90 days before the child’s
3" birthday

* Parent refused to provide consent for an initial ECSE evaluation

* Parentinitially ‘Opted Out’ of First Steps providing Directory
Information to district but then changed their mind (reversed Opt
Out) less than 90 days before child’s 3" birthday. Documentation
of reversal needs to be kept with ECSE referral.
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FIRST STEPS REFERRAL TO ECSE DOCUMENTATION FORM

1. Directory Information

Child’s Name: Stk Date MOsS ®
Parents Name: Phone Numbers
Azcress

2. Temelne bnformetion
Date complete Directary Information received by LEA Method of provision: O weiten  [lversal
Total number of days between chikd's third birthday and the date complete Directory Information is received: ____ 120 days® Clves Eno
Date of Referral TO Fiest Steps: {found on page 1 of First Steps RO! form or obtained 2t Transition Conference)

Date of provision of Procedural Safeguards 1o parent (wahin 5 schools days of referrsl)

Date parental consent for intial Evaluation received by LEA:
Date of Child’s Third Birthday, - Date of Referral JO First Steps: = Total Numberof Days. days
* P senei0ed 0d & K530 levl 0o s hme. Ty Sergn med P00 T30 den befer VU I bePden AS PN ghe Pe P mutitibecsee P on D) T g sar

. 4
Follow the Initisl Evelustion Process ~ PARENT REFERRAL Flow Chert to Is the Jotal number of days between the 3 birthday and First Steps
gnsure chgbiny for ECSE & determned referral 2 90 days?

¥2120 d3vs between 3™ birthday and referral date: follow the 30-60-30..
sicmeling 2o determing eligdiity and o develop an IEP (# appropriate)
OoR

<120 doys between 37 bithday and referral date: followa, Follow the lnitisl Evalustion Process — PARENT
COmPEessed timeline 30 that eligibiiey is determined. ¥ child is efigible, REFERRAL Flow Chert using the 30-60-30 timelne to
an IEP MUST bg in place by the 3™ birthday. determine efigibility and develop an IEP (# appropriate)

F/ \-_‘ Develop an IEP within 30 days of eligibility determination

OR |

Provide Notice of Action for

Initial Services 3nd an

Provide Notice of Action for imelighiity 30d 30
hdey and Develop an 1£9 NO LATER THAN the child’s third binhday Evalustion Report

Evaluation Resont

As a reminder, a model form is available to help LEAs document First Step Referrals to ECSE
as well as determine if the IEP must be in place by the child’s third birthday. This form
provides step by step guidance and is available in your New Directors’ Binders in the model
forms section.



Scenario #2: Elaine

Elaine was referred to First Steps on 10/7/13. Her third
birthday was 1/10/14.

At the First Steps intake meeting on 10/11/13, Elaine’s
parents stated they were interested in ECSE services but
wanted to wait and see if Elaine was eligible for First
Steps before referring to ECSE.

Elaine was found eligible for First Steps on 11/8/13. The
Service Coordinator sent directory information to ECSE
that day.

An Initial IFSP/Transition Plan and Conference with ECSE
was held on 11/20/13.

12



IEP by Third Birthday? Yes!

Date complete Directory Information received by LEA _-_

Date of Referral TQ First Steps:_10/7/13

Date parental consent for Initial Evaluation received by LEA

2. Timeline Information

Total number of days between child’s third birthday and the date complete Directory Information is received: . <120days? E. DNn
(found on page 2 of First Steps ROI form or obtained at Transition Conference)

Date of provision of Procedural Safeguards to parent (within 5 schools days of referral):

Method of provision: B written [Jverbal

3. 1EP by Third Birthday Decisi king Flow Chart

Date of Child’s Third Birthday,_1/10/14___ - Date of Referral YO First Steps:__10/7/13__ = Total Number of Days:__94 days

L3

Is the Total Number of Days SSOMRE? |

Followthe Initial Evaluation Process — PARENT REFERRAL Flow Chart to

ensyre eligibility for ECSE is determined
Within 60 days of consent for initial evaluation if referral and consent
dates allow
OR Follow the Initial Evaluation Process — PARENT
REFERRAL Flow Chart using the 30-60-30 timeline to
determine eligibility and develop an IEP (if appropriate)
ok Eligible for
Eligible ECSE "] Developan IEP within 30 days of eligibility determination
l oRr || Provide Notice of Action for
- . T Initial Servicesand an
Provide Notice of Action for ineligibility and an
" IE7 NO LATER THAN hild”
Evaluation Report Develop an IE the child’s third birthday Evaluation Report

13



Scenario #3: Jack

Jack was referred to First Steps on 10/17/13. His third
birthday was 01/10/14.

Parents did not want ECSE contacted until they found
out if he was eligible for First Steps.

He was found eligible for First Steps on 11/4/13.
An Initial IFSP/Transition Plan was held on 11/14/13.

The Service Coordinator sent directory information to
ECSE that day.

14



IEP by Third Birthday? No!

Date of Referral TO First Steps:_10/17/13

2. Timeline Information
Date complete Directory information received by LEA -_
Total number of days between child's third birthday and the date complete Directory information is received: _Lj_llOdm’ m DNo
(found on page 2 of First Steps ROI form or obtained at Transition Conference)

Date of provision of Procedural Safeguards to parent (within 5 schools days of referral)

Date parental consent for Initial Evaluation received by LEA:

Method of provision: B written [Dverbal

3. IEP by Third Birthday Decision-making Flow Chart

Date of Child's Third Birthday;_1/10/14___ - Date of Referral T First Steps:__10/17/13__= Total Number of Days:__84 days

¥

Follow the Initial Evaluation Process - PARENT REFERRAL Flow Chart to

ensure eligibility for ECSE is determined

Within 60 days of consent for initial evaluation if referral and consent

dates allow
OR

NO LATER THAN the child’s third birthday (may require following a._
compressed timeline if referral is <120 days prior to 3" birthday)

Is the Total Number of Days 290 days? I

Not

Eligible for
Eligible .

ECSE

l

Provide Notice of Action for ineligibility and an
Evaluation Reoort

Develop an IEP within 30 days of eligibility determination
OR Provide Notice of Action for
Initial Services gnd an
Develop an IEP NO LATER THAN the child’s third birthday Evaluation Report

15
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First 30 Days

Provide Notice of Action Either Proposing or
Refusing a SPED Evaluation

Determine if a disability is suspected

The Next 60 Days

Eomiact BT on I:;\)nEiDetermlne Eigikalicy 06 Provide Notice of Action for Eligibility Determination

The Last 30 Days

A 4
e

Provide Notice of Action for Initial Services and

Develop an IEP Placement

This slide shows the steps in the special education referral and evaluation process. During
the first 30 days, the LEA must determine if a disability is suspected and, no later than 30
days from the date of referral, provide the parent with a Notice of Action either proposing
or refusing to conduct a special education evaluation.

If the LEA proposed to conduct an evaluation, the next 60 days start on the date the parent
signs permission to conduct the evaluation. During those next 60 days, the LEA must
conduct the evaluation and, no later than day 60, determine eligibility for IDEA and provide
the parent with a Notice of Action of this determination.

If the child is eligible under IDEA, the LEA has an additional 30 days to develop the IEP and
to provide the parent with a Notice of Action for initial services and placement. When
developing the IEP, parents of a child previously served in First Steps have the right to
request a service coordinator or other representative of First Steps be invited to the initial
IEP meeting to assist with a smooth transition of services.
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Acceptable Extensions to
the 30-60-30 Timeline

U ECSE is not required to conduct evaluations during summer break
or other school breaks unless they do so for other children in the
district when following the 30-60-30 timeline

U BUT ECSE is required to conduct evaluations during the summer
break or other school breaks IF they are following a compressed
timeline for a First Steps transition to ECSE

U However, for ALL children, once eligibility has been determined,
an |IEP must bﬁeveloped’ within 30 days despite any scheduled
breaks in the school year

There are acceptable extensions to the 30-60-30 timeline. These include snow days,
agency vacation days, and student illness.

When following the 30-60-30 timeline, ECSE is allowed to use acceptable extensions to the
evaluation timeline. In other words, ECSE is not required to conduct evaluations during
summer break or other school breaks unless they do so for other children in the district
when following the 30-60-30 timeline.

However, when following a compressed timeline for a First Steps transition, ECSE is not
allowed to use any extensions to the evaluation timeline. In other words, ECSE is required
to conduct evaluations during the summer break or other school breaks IF they are
following a compressed timeline for a First Steps transition to ECSE.

And it is very important to remember that for ALL students, there is NEVER an acceptable
extension to the final 30 days to develop an IEP for the student once eligibility has been
determined.
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YCDD or Categorical or Both

U Young Child with a Developmental Delay or YCDD may be an
option in your district as a diagnosis.

U Check with your district to see if it allows YCDD only, any of the
other 14 Categories of eligibility but not a YCDD diagnosis, or
YCDD and Categorical diagnosis.

1 The YCDD diagnosis can be used until the child is first-grade
eligible (age six by August 1) at which time a new diagnosis must
be made. Child may carry YCDD through kindergarten if turns 6
during that year.

Based on your local compliance plan, your district may allow a YCDD diagnosis, a YCDD
diagnosis as well as a Categorical diagnosis, or only a Categorical diagnosis when
determining eligibility.

In order to be eligible under YCDD category, the child’s development must be at or below
1.5 SD of the mean in any two areas of development, or at or below 2.0 SD in one area of
development.

Areas of development that can be used to determine eligibility include: physical, cognitive,
communication, social/emotional, adaptive.

You can find more information about this in Compliance Standards and Indicators under
2100.
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Providing ECSE Services

2 Options
o Build a program in-district
o Collaborate with another district
o Contract with other preschool programs

2 Amount of service provided

o Half or full day sessions
Number of days is optional
Must be based on individual needs of the student




Placement Options for ECSE

Considered  Selected

Placement Continuum (K-12)

Inside regular class at least 80%6 of time
Inside regular class 40% to 79% of time
Inside regular class less than 40% of time
Public separate school (day) facility
Private separate school (day) facility
Public residential facility

Private residential facility

Considered  Selected

Placement Options (ECSE)

Early childhood setting

Early childhood special education

Home

Part-time early childhood/Part-time early
childhood special education

Residential facility

Separate school

000 Ooooo

I o o o
0000000
000 Oood

Homebound'hospital Itinerant service outside the home

(¢

—
L=}

-

This slide is a snap shot of the model IEP form which shows Placement Continuum (K-12)
and Placement Options (ECSE). As we mentioned before the same IEP is used for both
ECSE and school aged children. The differences come in play with this section of the IEP
and the IEP team would need to be considering the Placement Option for students ages 3-
5 (not kindergarten age eligible).

20
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Early Childhood Special Education (ECSE)

* Children are generally reported by the district providing the
services (non-resident as appropriate)

Data generally reported by district providing services, reporting would also be for FER and
ECO.
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Early Childhood Special Education (ECSE)

Placement vs Educational Environment

a2 They are NOT the same and you need to capture both:
o Placement is used for the IEP
o Educational Environment is used for MOSIS reporting

Separate Class vs Separate School
o Separate School would be for the most severe disabilities.

a2 Most children would be in separate class
o This is true even for those students in a building that is
physically separated from other district programs

Data generally reported by district providing services, reporting would also be for FER and
ECO.
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Decision Tree for Coding ECSE Educational Environments

| Isthe child attending a regular early childhood program? |

] ]
(=] |

If YES, determine the following If NO, determine the following

Is the child a special ?

+ +

At least 10 hours per week I I Less than 10 hours per week I If YES, IfNO,
00B1 = Separate Class Is the child receiving the majority
00B2 = Separate School of special education and related

How many hours does the child attend a regular early childhood program?

If less than 10 hours per week

Where does the child receive the

majority of hours of special

education and related services?

00A6 = In the regular

education program education program

00AS = In some other 00A7 = In some other
location. location

If at least 10 hours per week
Where does the child receive the
majority of hours of special
education and related services?
00A4 = In the regular

services in the residence of the
0083 = Residential facility child’s family or caregiver?

A Regular Early Childhood Program is a program that includes a
majority (at least 50 p ) of (i.e.,
not on IEP's). This category may include, but is not imited to

« Head Start or integrated classrooms

* Preschool classes, public or private

o Group child development center or child care

i
A Separate Classroom includes a If YES,
majority (at least 50%) of children with disabiliies 00B4 = Home
(1e., children on IEPs). This category may
include, but is not limited to programs in
« Regular school buildings
* Trailers. Portables If NO,
* Child care facilities 00BS = Service
o Hospital facikties — out patient Provider location or
*  Other community based sef some other location
Separate school designed for children with that is not in any
disabilities other category
Residential school or medical facility,

Nancy Skorheim, ND Section £19 Coordinator, Martha Diefendor! & Debitee Cate, NECTAC, June 2010

Complete nstructions may be found at IDEAdata org . Data collection forms. Part B forms. Table 3 - Chid Count
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Early Childhood Outcomes (ECO)

« Shows progress made from entry to exit in ECSE in each of
the following areas:

2 Positive social-emotional skills
2 Acquisition and use of knowledge and skills
a2 Use of appropriate behaviors to meet needs

« Each child is assessed in all three areas at entry to and exit
from ECSE (rating scale of 1-5)

Early childhood outcomes is an SPP indicator, and basically involves assessing where a child
is at entry and exit from ECSE in three areas:

Positive social-emotional skills
Acquisition and use of knowledge and skills
Use of appropriate behaviors to meet their needs.
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Early Childhood Outcomes (ECO)

Rating Scale for Entry to and Exit from ECSE
1. Not Yet (does not attempt)

>. Emerging (attempts if prompted)

3. Occasionally (some of the time)

2. Frequently (most of the time)

s.  Completely (all of the time/typical)
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Early Childhood Outcomes (ECO)

* Datareported to DESE at end of year:
2 All entry data compiled during that school year
2 All exit data compiled during that school year

* Report via June MOSIS Student Core file
2 MOSIS ID required
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Early Childhood Outcomes (ECO)

Entry
Ratings

District Outcomes

reported by (compiled by DESE
year using MOSIS ID)

Exit

Ratings
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Early Childhood Outcomes (ECO)

* Examples to report:
a2 3year old enters ECSE in April (report entry data)

2 Child exits who entered and had entry data reported the
previous year (report exit data)

* Examples NOT to report:
a2 Entry & exit for child in ECSE less than 6 months
2 Exit data for children transferring to another ECSE program
2 Entry data for children transferring from another ECSE program
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Early Childhood Outcomes (ECO)

* For more information

o https://dese.mo.gov/special-education/special-education-
data/early-childhood-outcomes-eco-training

* Dataused for
a2 SPP Indicator 7-ECO
a2 Public reporting




Finance

{_}Missouri

I DEPARTMENT OF ELEMENTARY & SECONDARY




ECSE Funding

Early Childhood Special Education (ECSE) allowable program costs
for services to students with disabilities ages 3, 4, and 5, not
Kindergarten eligible, are reimbursable through state
appropriated funds.

Federal funds allocated for ECSE may be used for students with
disabilities ages 3-5, including Kindergarten eligible students.

In 1990, the State of Missouri mandated school districts to provide a Free and Appropriate
Public Education (FAPE) to three, four, and five year old children with disabilities through
the Early Childhood Special Education (ECSE) program in order to receive grant funding
under Section 619 of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). At this time,
ECSE programs were funded with Federal, state, and local funding.

However, in 1992, the Missouri Supreme Court (Rolla 31 School District v. State of Missouri,
837 SW2d 1) ruled that if Missouri mandated services for this population through its
participation in IDEA, it must reimburse the costs for these services. Therefore, pursuant to
Section 162.700 RSMo, ECSE program costs are fully reimbursed, when aligned with
program rules, through state and Federal appropriated funds. ECSE Federal grants include
IDEA Part B Section 619 (Preschool) funds and IDEA Part B Section 611 (Special Education)
funds.
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ECSE Funding

Revenue Revenue | Expenditure | Expenditure | Receive Funds | Include in
Source Code | Project Code Maintenance of
Effort (MOE)?
ECSE611: 5442 4 44200 As requested NO
Federal through ePeGs
ECSE619: 5442 4 44201 As requested NO
Federal through ePeGs
ECSE: State 5314 3 12810 Every month YES
from date of
ECSE FER
approvalto
June

In order to determine whether the expenditure is a cost reimbursable through the ECSE
program or whether the cost should be paid by the district, districts must ask themselves
three questions before making ECSE purchases:

Is this an expenditure that has to occur in order for the ECSE program to exist?

The answer to this question should be yes. The district requires teachers, supplies, and
equipment for the program to exist. However, some items are not necessary for the
program to exist. For instance, a district would not need a washing machine in order to
provide ECSE services.

Is this the most cost effective and efficient way to provide this service/program?

The answer to this question should be yes. For example, if the district is purchasing a Braille
writer for a student, the district should obtain three bids and buy from the lowest bidder.
Is this an expenditure the district would have even if it did not have an ECSE program?
The answer to this question should be no. ECSE should not be paying for services that the
district would have to provide even if there wasn’t an ECSE program. For example, the
district is purchasing new tables and chairs for the lunchroom. This is an expenditure that
would occur whether or not the district had an ECSE program; therefore, the ECSE program
should not be charged for any portion of the new tables and chairs.
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Expenditure Guiding Questions

Is this a cost that has to occur for the ECSE program to exist?
The answer must be YES.

Is this the most cost effective way to provide this service/program?
The answer must be YES.

Is this an expenditure our LEA would have even if we did not have an
ECSE program?

The answer must be NO.

In order to determine whether the expenditure is a cost reimbursable through the ECSE
program or whether the cost should be paid by the district, districts must ask themselves
three questions before making ECSE purchases:

Is this an expenditure that has to occur in order for the ECSE program to exist?

The answer to this question should be yes. The district requires teachers, supplies, and
equipment for the program to exist. However, some items are not necessary for the
program to exist. For instance, a district would not need a washing machine in order to
provide ECSE services.

Is this the most cost effective and efficient way to provide this service/program?

The answer to this question should be yes. For example, if the district is purchasing a Braille
writer for a student, the district should obtain three bids and buy from the lowest bidder.
Is this an expenditure the district would have even if it did not have an ECSE program?
The answer to this question should be no. ECSE should not be paying for services that the
district would have to provide even if there wasn’t an ECSE program. For example, the
district is purchasing new tables and chairs for the lunchroom. This is an expenditure that
would occur whether or not the district had an ECSE program; therefore, the ECSE program
should not be charged for any portion of the new tables and chairs.
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ECSE Final Expenditure Report (FER)

* ECSE FER due October 15 to report total prior year costs

* State reimbursement for allowable prior year ECSE costs is calculated
from the following

2 ECSE Allowable Costs—ECSE 611 Allocation—ECSE 619 Allocation
=ECSE State Reimbursement

* All data (Educator Data, December 1 Child Count, June Child Count,
ASBR) must be accurate and submitted on time in order for the data to
pull correctly onto the ECSE FER

* See ECSE Expenditure Guide for step-by-step instructions
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ECSE Resources

« StatePlan
* ECSE FER Guide, Formulas, and Calculators
* Early Learning Blended Funding Guidance

https://dese.mo.gov/financial-admin-services/special-education-
finance/early-childhood-special-education-ecse-finance

In 1990, the State of Missouri mandated school districts to provide a Free and Appropriate
Public Education (FAPE) to three, four, and five year old children with disabilities through
the Early Childhood Special Education (ECSE) program in order to receive grant funding
under Section 619 of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). At this time,
ECSE programs were funded with Federal, state, and local funding.

However, in 1992, the Missouri Supreme Court (Rolla 31 School District v. State of Missouri,
837 SW2d 1) ruled that if Missouri mandated services for this population through its
participation in IDEA, it must reimburse the costs for these services. Therefore, pursuant to
Section 162.700 RSMo, ECSE program costs are fully reimbursed, when aligned with
program rules, through state and Federal appropriated funds. ECSE Federal grants include
IDEA Part B Section 619 (Preschool) funds and IDEA Part B Section 611 (Special Education)
funds.
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* DESE ECSE Information

https://dese.mo.gov/special-education/early-childhood-special-
education

* Early Childhood Technical Assistance Center

http://ectacenter.org/

For more information, see the Early Childhood Special Education page on the DESE Effective
Practices website. The Early Childhood Technical Assistance Center (ECTA) also has various
tools and resources for Early Childhood that are effective for all students, including
students with disabilities.
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Questions?




Contact Information

Compliance Data
573-751-0699 573-751-7848

secompliance@dese.mo.gov speddata@dese.mo.gov

Finance Effective Practices
573-751-0622 573-751-0187

spedfunding@dese.mo.gov seep@dese.mo.gov




