Parent Involvement: Imporant for Academic Achievement
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Did you know?

In a recent 2010 study, Topor, Keane, Shelton, and Calkins found that increased
parent involvement showed a direct correlation to higher student academic
performance. Likewise, in a 2006 study by Lee and Bowen, physical parent
involvement (either through volunteering, frequent parent-teacher conferences, or
participation in school events) had a much higher direct positive correlation with
academic achievement than homework help. Parent involvement matters!
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Five Ways to Get Parents Involved

1. Increase opportunities to get parents involved at

school! Parent-teacher conferences are a good start, but

X fostering parent-level school involvement through parent
---------------- + organizations that help teachers on a day-to-day basis and

! * motivate parents to volunteer are a good ways to get dedicated

. parents in the mix. Parent advisory committees and community

involvement programs help get parents actively involved in their

= children’s school more often. Parent suggestion boxes can also
be really helpful!

. 2. Increase activities that encourage higher parental expectations for students!
- Sending students home with materials that help parents understand the importance of having
* higher expectations—such as those that focus on improved reading comprehension or review
. steps to set up solid post-secondary goals for example—is key in raising parent involvement.

&;isde:rrggsfays . 3. Increase school personnel knowledge on the importance and value of parental

*involved parents * involvement! Many studies have shown the importance of school-wide support in achieving high
?have more - levels of parental involvement. Actively creating a cohesive and obvious web of parent

' self-esteem . - involvement support across all tiers, from school board to principles to teachers, will help maintain
' . effective parental involvement.

» higher

- motivation . . :

: and they - 4. Increase assignments that involve students in a dual way—at school and at
achieve : home! Activities that put children at the center and help parents encourage learning at home as
- higher + well as school help to show parents how important their child’s education truly is to teachers and
[grades! = the school. Enhancing parental confidence and making parents partners in helping their child learn

- will, in turn, help teachers achieve their classroom goals too.

» 5. Increase two-way communication with an “Open Door Policy” at your school!
- Make sure parents know they are welcome at school and that the school cares about parent needs

29 a = in regard to their child’s education. A district that makes it clear their schools want to collaborate

. ] 1 . with parents will build effective relationships and will help to garner parents as partners in a

" Research says : child’s educational success!

» teachers who
» work to actively |

involve parents | For More Information

= in their students’ ; ; k 4
» academic lives For more ideas on how to raise parent involvement,
dese.mo.gov/se/se-ep-parentinvolvement.htm

. feel more ¥
- effective and : offers parent involvement strategies including parent

' have less . and educator resource toolkits, parent involvement
: stress! g models of success, helpful links and more!
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. Effective Practices | The Office of Special Education | 573-751-0187
(/ M | SSOU rl : The Department of Elementary and Secondary Education does not discriminate on the basis of race,
A color, national origin, sex, disability, or age in its programs and activities. Inquiries related to
. Department programs and to the location of services, activities, and facilities that are accessible by
E DU CAT IO N . persons with disabilities may be directed to the Jefferson State Office Building, Civil Rights Compliance
(Title VI/Title IX/504/ADA/Age Act), 205 Jefferson Street, Jefferson City, MO 65102-0480; telephone
number 573-526-4757 or Relay Missouri 800-735-2966. 3750 08/11
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