Report to Blind Task Force on Student Academic and Vocational Achievement 

 November 12, 2013

(Data is based on “soft boundaries” identified in meeting with BSS on August 27, 2013)

General
· This area includes 34 counties and StL City

· This area includes 159 districts
· This area includes 14 MSSD
· This area includes 451 students identified as legally blind by the APH registration; this is 41% of the total statewide count

· This area includes 88 students included on the national deafblind child count; this is 48% of the total statewide count

· Of the 159 districts in this area, 66 districts (42%) report having services of a teacher certificated in the education of students with visual impairment as reported on the APH registration data

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Family Contacts
· Calls and Correspondence
12
· Topics include:

· Accessing and coordinating supports to student in private/parochial program

· Assessment (including FVLMA, O&M and Brl Skills Assessment)

· AT

· Eye conditions
· Families relocating to MO

· Homeschooling

· Low vision services
· Networking opportunities

· Post-secondary supports 

· Service referral

· Special education process referrals
· Training opportunities

· Attending PD
7
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Service Provider TA 
· Calls and correspondence
57 (includes three referrals to BSS)
· Topics include:

· Accessing services
· Active learning
· Administrative resources

· APH products and use (e.g., STACS, Light Box)

· Assessment planning

· AT (e.g., controlling JAWS through Dragon Naturally Speaking, Read2Go, Voice Dream Reader, Bookshare, calculator use)

· Braille

· Certification

· College preparation

· Core curriculum
· District new to serving student with visual impairment
· Eligibility
· Expanded Core curriculum

· Referral and services
· PD


· INSITE   2 hour Graduate Level Course; Lindenwood University, June 21-23 and October 4-6; nine participants from eight counties statewide
· Administrator


1

· ECSE Teacher


1

· First Steps SI


1

· IHE Instructor


1

· Parent



1


· Parent Advisor


1

· SPED Teacher


1

· TVI/COMS


2

· Blindness Basics for MSB new employees-10 participants, August 19
· Welcoming Students with Visual Impairment to Your School, September 19, St. Louis

· 21 participants representing 76 students from 8 districts in 7 counties and City of StL

· Administrator 


1

· ECSE Teacher 


3

· Gen Ed Teacher 

2

· OT


               4

· Paraprofessional 

5

· PT



1

· SPED Teacher 


3

· TVIs



2

· Designing Instruction for Students who are Visually Impaired including those with Multiple Disabilities, October 9, Rolla (with SW BSS)
· 35 participants representing 16 districts from 13 counties

· Symbols and Meaning a National Instructional Partnership with American Printing House for the Blind, November 7, St. Louis

· 78 participants from 8 districts (5 counties and City of StL) and 1 IL (St. Clair County) district;  2 SBOP; 3 agencies; 5 parents; and 1 college level student 

· Administrator


2

· Computer Access Facilitator
6

· DB TA Project Coordinator
1

· ECSE Teacher


6

· Family Support Svcs Coord
1

· Kindergarten Teacher

1

· OT



4

· Para



4

· Parent



5

· SLP/Implementor
             13

· SPED Teacher

             14


· Student



1

· Supv of Inst MSSD

5

· TVI


             13

· Upcoming:  
· 2 hour Graduate Level Course: VIISA Course I: Early Intervention for Infants with Visual Impairment and Their Families, Lindenwood University, Nov 20-22 and March 12-14, 2014
· Supporting Students with Visual Impairment  for MSB residential staff, 35 planned participants, Nov 26

· FVLMA/O&M Assessments and student specific onsite TA
5 (Wayne Co and Pemiscot Co)
· Primary referral source is director of special ed or other designated administrator
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Interagency Collaboration
· Ability Network

· American Printing House for the Blind

· BSS
· CCVI

· Delta Gamma Center for Children with Visual Impairments
· Division of Youth Services 

· DMH

· DSS (Dept Social Svcs)
· First Steps

· Foundation Fighting Blindness

· Lighthouse (CLVP)

· Lion’s Club District 26

· MO Deafblind Technical Assistance Project

· MOAT

· MoSPIN
· SBOP 
· SLC

· St. Louis Society f/t Blind
· Vision Rehab Center of the Ozarks
· Washington University Ophthalmology Residents

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Dissemination
· Brochure

· Website 
http://msb.dese.mo.gov/Outreach/VI_OM.htm 

· SELs (August 23), First Steps and PAT listservs (MSB Outreach Services serves Birth-Two)

· IRC dissemination list for topical info

· Next steps: 
· Targeted contact with primary referral sources; specifically, districts with students without services identified (Montgomery, Iron, Wayne and Pemiscot); 
· Map of service providers; identifying who serves where; 
· Following the lead of our BSS partners to connect with TVIs/COMS; 
· Using technologies to provide TA, PD, networking and dissemination (e.g., YouTube, Pinterest) opportunities
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Projects, Evaluation Results and Outcomes

· Service Matrix

· DB Grant Application-Conceptual Framework 

· AT training, preparation and TA to other Outreach Services staff 
· iPad Accessibility Options

· Infant and Early Childhood iPad Curriculum

· PPt
· Service upstart-brochure, forms, templates

· Active Learning Space preparation and assembly

· Materials requisitions

· Eval Results
· INSITE


· Nine parent advisor trainees; 4.8/5; the results of the course evaluation surveys and the pre and post-tests indicate that this course met its objectives.  The participants rated the course very highly in terms of the content and the trainers.  In addition, the results of the pre and post knowledge tests support that the participants learned the course content.  Therefore, the evaluation data support that this was an effective and successful course.   

· Welcoming

· 21 participants representing 76 students; 100% rated the session as relevant;

· 94% reported that the presentation increased knowledge of terminology, definitions and educational issues related to visual impairment

· 96% reported that the presentation increased knowledge of resources to share with the team serving the district’s student(s) with visual impairment
· Onsite assessment and TA 
· Evals go out six weeks after service 
· SAM TBD

7

