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What is Dynamic Learning Maps?
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 OSEP Grant (2010)-Dynamic Learning Maps 
Alternate Assessment System Consortium 

 Missouri and 17 other states joined the consortium 
called the Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM) 

 DLM alternate assessment, Missouri calls “New MAP 
A,” aligned to the Common Core State Standards 
(CCSS) 

 DLM created new standards aligned to the CCSS 
called the Essential Elements 
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The DLM Project
 

The DLM system is designed to map a 

student’s learning throughout the year 


The system will use items and tasks 
that are embedded in day-to-day 
instruction 

End of the year assessment or 
summative test 



 

Computer Interaction
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 Direct interaction with the computer 
Or 
 Student responds off-line with teacher input on 

the computer 
 All items will be accessible via one-switch 

scanning devices, two-switch devices, alternate 
keyboard, mouse, and iPad 
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Instructionally Embedded Items
 

 Testlets 
 engagement activity and 3-5 assessment questions
 

 Reveal what students know and can do 

 Provide valuable insights into student understanding 
that can inform teacher instruction 
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A Glimpse of the Learning Map
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Essential Elements Form the Bridge
 

For	the	students	 with	the	most	 significant	cognitive	
disabilities	(SCD),	 the	Essential	Elements	 (EEs)	 form	a	
bridge	to	the	Grade‐Level	 Expectations	 (GLEs). 

EEs 
GLEsMost SCD 



 

 

What are Linkage Nodes?
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Learning 
Map 

Essential 
Elements 

Linkage 
Nodes 

Linkage 
Nodes 
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Five Linkage Nodes
 

 Five linkages to each Essential Element 

 Link the Essential Elements to the learning map
 

 Initial precursor node 
Distal precursor node 
Proximal precursor node 
 Target node 
Successor node 

 Where a student enters the map based on the First 
Contact Survey 
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ELA.EE3.RL.5
 
With guidance and support, recognize familiar texts 
(e.g., storybooks, poems) 



M.EE.7.SP.5-7
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Investigate chance processes and development; use and 
evaluate probability models. 
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How are the teachers trained to administer 
the New MAP A? 

DLM provides 14 self-directed 
online learning modules 
Example: 
Writing IEPs Aligned with the 
Essential Elements 



PILOT TEST
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October 2013 Missouri participated 

in the DLM Pilot Test in ELA and math
 
Missouri Schools for the Severely Disabled 

(MSSD) 
Union School District 
230 students or 16% of total students 

participating in pilot 
111 teachers 



FIELD TEST
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 All Missouri school districts are invited to participate 
on a volunteer basis 



A CLOSER LOOK AT NEW MAP A
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http://dynamiclearningmaps.org 
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THANK YOU
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Bonnie Aaron
 
Missouri Schools for the Severely Disabled
 

bonnie.aaron@dese.mo.gov
 
573-751-9516
 

OR
 
Nancy Keating
 

College and Career Readiness
 
nancy.keating@dese.mo.gov
 

573-751-6731
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