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A
A school is required to have documentation 
that a child has been immunized or is exempt 
from immunization because of religious beliefs 
or a medical contraindication determined by a 
physician. A school may also ask for proof of 
residency within the district, transcripts and 
information to verify a student’s age. Documents 
such as birth certifcates, hospital records and 
afdavits can be used to verify age. Under 
no circumstances should a student be denied 
enrollment because the student or parent cannot 
provide or refuses to provide a birth certifcate 
and/or a Social Security number. A student’s undocumented status refers to the inability to provide a Social 
Security number, green card, visa or other documentation indicating legal residence in the United States. A 
student cannot be denied admission to school or participation in a program based on his or her undocumented 
status. Such discrimination would be a denial of the equal protection of the law in violation of the 14th 
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. 

Defnitions 
English Learner (EL) is an individual: 
(1) who is age 3 through 21 
(2) who is enrolled or preparing to enroll in an elementary 

school or secondary school 
(3) (A) who was not born in the United States or whose native 

language is a language other than English 
(B) − who is Native American or Alaska Native or a native 

resident of the outlying areas 
− who comes from an environment where a language 

other than English has had a signifcant impact on the 
individual’s level of English language profciency 

(C) who is migratory, whose native language is a language 
other than English and who comes from an environment 
where a language other than English is dominant 

(4) whose difficulties in speaking, reading, writing or 
understanding the English language may be sufficient to 
deny the individual — 
(A) the ability the to meet the challenging State academic 

standards; 
(B) the ability to successfully achieve in classrooms where the 

language of instruction is English; or 
(C) the opportunity to participate fully in society. 

Refugee is defined by the Office of Refugee Resettlement as “… any 
person who is outside any country of such person’s nationality or, in 
the case of a person having no nationality, is outside any country in 
which such person last habitually resided, and who is unable or 
unwilling to return to, and is unable or unwilling to avail himself or 
herself of the protection of, that country because of persecution or a 
well-founded fear of persecution on account of race, religion, 
nationality, membership in a particular social group, or political 
opinion.” 

Migratory Agricultural Worker.—means an individual who made a 
qualifying move in the preceding 36 months and, after doing so, 
engaged in new temporary or seasonal employment or personal 
subsistence in agriculture, which may be dairy work or the initial 
processing of raw agricultural products. 

If an individual did not engage in such new employment soon after a 
qualifying move, such individual may be considered a migratory 
agricultural worker if the individual actively sought such new 
employment and has a recent history of moves for temporary or 
seasonal agricultural employment. 

Migratory Child—The term ‘migratory child’ means a child or youth 
who made a qualifying move in the preceding 36 months—(A) as a 
migratory agricultural worker or a migratory fisher; or (B) with, or to 
join, a parent or spouse who is a migratory agricultural worker or a 
migratory fisher. 

Immigrant Children and Youth are individuals: 
(1) who are ages 3 through 21 
(2) who were not born in any State; and 
(3) who have not been attending one or more schools in any 

one or more states for more than three full academic years. 

Migratory Fisher.—means an individual who made a qualifying 
move in the preceding 36 months and, after doing so, engaged in new 
temporary or seasonal employment or personal subsistence in fishing. 
If the individual did not engage in such new employment soon after 
the move, the individual may be considered a migratory fisher if the 
individual actively sought such new employment and has a recent 
history of moves for temporary or seasonal fishing employment. 
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Understanding Challenges of 
Undocumented Student Families 

Many undocumented students come from families that endured 
natural disasters, wars, political unrest, economic hardships 
and other challenges in their countries of origin. Once they 
arrive in the United States, these families are under pressure 
to communicate in English and to fnd appropriate housing, 
employment and schools. Tey must undergo the difculties of 
new family structures and living in new ethnic cultures. Often, 
family members must take several low-wage jobs to make ends 
meet. In some cases, family members are unemployed, and 
they must depend on relatives in order to survive. An adequate 
education of these families allows them to overcome language 
obstacles and achieve success. Schools must be sensitive to the 
complex challenges that face undocumented students who are 
struggling to transition into an American society that ofers 
opportunities for growth and safety. 

Service Requirements 
It is not recommended to put a bilingual/ESOL aide or a 
paraprofessional in charge of a classroom that is not under the 
supervision of a certified teacher. The approach used most 
often for teaching in Missouri is ESOL. All teachers in 
language-instruction educational programs for ELs must be 
fluent in English and any other languages used by the 
programs, including written and oral communication. This is 
especially true for bilingual education. Teachers do not need to 
be fluent in the languages of all ELs. For the ESOL approach, 
the English fluency of teachers must meet the requirement. 

Service Expectations 
A school district is responsible for providing a language-
instruction educational program that increases the English 
proficiency and academic achievement of ELs. Whether 
districts receive funds from the state or federal level, the 
expectation is to hold ELs to the state academic-content and 
academic-achievement standards established for all children. 
The Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary 
Education can provide technical-assistance services to districts 
through the Migrant Education and English Language 
Learning (MELL) program. ELs’ placement-test results are key 
factors in determining the kind of services to provide and how 
often to deliver them in order to enable children to speak, read, 
write, listen and comprehend the English language. Schools are 
required follow-up services after a child is no longer receiving 
services. The “Educating Linguistically Diverse Students” 
handbook, found on the MELL website at dese.mo.gov/ 
quality-schools/migrant-education-el-immigrant-refugee, 
contains expectations and a checklist to help districts evaluate 
their programs. Districts should consider what they can do for 
all ELs and for the specific needs of each individual child. 

Suggestions including instructional approaches, program 
evaluations and cultural considerations can also be found in the 
handbook. 

The bottom line is that a district must determine whether ELs 
are able to access a school’s curriculum with all of its cultural 
and social implications. District policies, resources and context 
will influence the types of services available, as well as the 
approach and content. However, the language-instruction 
curriculum must be tied to most recent evaluations on teaching 
ELs. It must have demonstrated effectiveness, which involves 
the application of rigorous, systematic and objective procedures 
to obtain reliable and valid knowledge relevant to educational 
activities and programs. 

Foreign Exchange Students 

The ESSA does not discourage or prevent schools from enrolling 
foreign exchange students. These programs are valuable and 
enrich the education of all parties involved. Schools have the 
discretion to enroll or not enroll foreign students even though 
the students may be treated like residents during the attendance 
year. The state of Missouri highly recommends that school 
districts enroll these students. As temporary visitors who are not 
entitled to receive educational services, it is understood that 
schools have no obligation to evaluate them for English language 
proficiency, but schools may do so at their discretion. 
Assessment results for foreign exchange students enrolled for less 
than a year, even if the students are English Learners, should not 
be included in the school-level measurement of Adequate Yearly 
Progress. Schools should review their own exchange student 
policies. 

Parental Notifcation 
Under Title III of the ESSA schools are required to provide 
informed parental notification as to why a child is in need 
of placement in a specialized language-instruction program. 
Parents must be told no later than 30 days after the beginning 
of the school year, or they must be notifed within two weeks if 
the child is identifed during the school year. Parents have the 
right to immediately remove their child from a program for ELs. 
They also have the right to choose among instructional programs 
if multiple options are offered. Schools are required 
to implement efective means of parental outreach encouraging 
parents to become informed and active participants in their child’s 
language-instruction program. Because the legislation is silent 
on whether parents should be notifed before assessing students, 
the Department does not require school districts to seek parental 
authorization to test children for the EL classification. Details on 
parental notification are located in the “Educating Linguistically 
Diverse Students” handbook. 
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English for Speakers of Other Identifcation and Assessment of 
Languages (ESOL) Resources English Language Learners (ELLs) 

Migrant Education and English Language learning (MELL) and 
Federal Programs 
Tese sections of the Ofce of Quality Schools at the Department 
give grants to school districts and institutions of higher education 
to facilitate the learning of English for ELs. The sections also 
provide grants for the professional development of teachers, 
administrators and personnel serving ELLs and immigrant 
students. For more information, call 573-526-3232, or go online 
to dese.mo.gov/quality-schools/migrant-education-el-immigrant-
refugee. 

Office of English Language Acquisition, Language 
Enhancement, and Academic Achievement for Limited 
English Proficient Students (OELA) 
OELA provides grants to school districts to facilitate the 
acquisition of English for ELLs. Visit https://www2.ed.gov/ 
about/offices/list/oela/index.html?exp=4. 

Title I and Title IIIThe current Title I and Title III programs were launched under 
the ESSA, which reauthorized the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act (ESEA) of 1965. Serving the EL population might 
mean integrating resources from Title I and Title III programs to 
provide a high-quality education to these children, who could be 
classified as at-risk students. Integrating or combining resources 
means designing programs that could be implemented through the 
use of either resource. However, Title I services alone are not 
enough to help ELs and immigrant students. 

The identification of ELs starts when the first enrolling student 
in a district walks through the door. Te Missouri School 
Improvement Program (MSIP) requires that all districts screen 
students to determine the students’ language backgrounds. Tere 
must be a screening system in place for every enrolling student. 

There are two simple ways to identify ELs — administer a 
student home language survey, or include home language 
questions on the school enrollment form. Questions on the 
enrollment form should at least include the following: 
1) Do you use a language other than English? 
2) Is a language other than English used at home? 

Any method the district chooses should be applied consistently 
to all students. If a district does not re-enroll all students at 
the beginning of each school year or has not been using an 
appropriate screening system, all students who are currently 
enrolled should be surveyed. Once ELs are identified, their 
English language abilities must be assessed. 

When assessing ELs, two points should be kept in mind. First, 
all four language modalities — reading, writing, speaking and 
listening — must be assessed. Second, the results should allow 
comparison with a student’s peers at an age-appropriate grade 
level. Te state of Missouri requires W-APT from WIDA for 
identification and placement. 

For more information, visit: 
https://dese.mo.gov/quality-schools/migrant-el-immigrant-
refugee-education/english-learners. 

Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 
Yaya Badji, Supervisor, Missouri Migrant Education and English Language Learning 

205 Jefferson St.; P.O. Box 480 
Jefferson City, MO 65102-0480 

• Phone: 816-235-6157 
• E-mail: yaya.badji@dese.mo.gov 

■ ■ 

The Department of Elementary and Secondary Education does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, gender, national origin, age, or disability in its programs and activities. Inquiries related to Department 
programs and to the location of services, activities, and facilities that are accessible by persons with disabilities may be directed to the Jefferson State Office Building, Office of the General Counsel, Coordinator – Civil Rights 

Compliance (Title VI/Title IX/504/ADA/Age Act), 6th Floor, 205 Jefferson Street, P.O. Box 480, Jefferson City, MO 65102-0480; telephone number 573-526-4757 or TTY 800-735-2966; email: 
civilrights@dese.mo.gov. 
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