The Transition Coalition collaborates with the
Missouri DESE to provide free online transition
resources for Missouri educators.
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Dr. Michael Ward has been a leader in the field of self-determination at the federal and state levels since before
the 1980's when self-determination became a focal point for research and practice across the country. Not only
has he provided leadership at the federal and state levels, but also on a personal level. Dr. Ward is a person
with a disability who has experienced self-determination first hand.

According to him (1996, pg.15),

“If disabled people are ever to attain true i the isition of ion skills is
critically important!....This means that youth with disabilities must be given opportunities to learn and
practice self-determination skills as well as explore their own assertiveness. They must validate who
they are and feel good about being a person with a disability..."

People with disabilities are guaranteed certain rights by the Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA), the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), and the Workforce Investment Act (WIA) so that they may participate in
society just as those without disabilities. Self-determination skills are necessary for people with disabilties,
especially youth, to have in order to achieve a life of their choice.

The purpose of this module is to provide you with a general knowledge of self-determination as well as a
framework for providing self-determination instruction to your students. You will be given information about
numerous curricula and instructional resources that are free online, or from publishers. Some of these materials
have been identified as evidence-based (Test, Fowler, Richter, Mazzotti, White, Walker, Kohler & Kortering,
2009). Finally, for each critical element o you will receive strategies and reflect
upon your own practice in teaching students students to be more self-determined.
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Assessments Synatschk, K.O., Clark, G.M., Patt
. AIR Self -Determination
Scale Average Rating: (4rey

. Arc Self-Determination

Scale Austin, TX: PRO-Ed.
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Considering a new assessment tool? Use your
colleagues’ reviews to make a more informed
decision. Have an assessment tool that you've
tried? Provide your feedback to help others in
their decision-making.
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“ Guide to Educational
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Ratings & Reviews
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in: interests & abiliies & skills, career exploration, and job
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