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Background: 

 

• Missouri has the largest number of American Degree 

Recipients 

• Used to be if application said “MET” nothing else to look at 

• Three years ago, National started closer checks (especially 

financial) 

• 2013 – 474 applications submitted – 205 applications in 

which Kathy or Keith found issues before they were submitted 

to national 

• The above issues do not include the Membership issues 

• We believe lots of these issues can be cleared up at the local 

level before they are submitted to the state office. 

• New guidelines coming for 2015 
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So where do we go from here to                             

help you the instructors 

1. Provide examples of issues 

• Financial 

• Common Mistakes 

2. Explain New Guidelines 
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Cover Page –  
 

Common issues: 
 

• Chapter Number 

 

• Membership 

number 

 

• Email Address 
• Make sure it is one they 

will check in August.   
 

• You do not have all 

signatures. 
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Cover Page 2 
 

Common Mistakes 
 

• Years of Ag Ed 

Offered – normally 4 

 

• Years & Hours 

completed -             

(Must include years 

and hours both) 
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Page 2 
 

Common Mistakes 
 

• Years wrong for Year 1 
 

• Description does not 

include entire SAE 
 

• Need to include 

explanation of retained 

animals and crops to 

explain inventory 

increases.  Or correctly 

enter expenses on Page 8 
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Page 3 & 4 
 

Common Mistakes 
 

• Lack of Description 
 

• Do not include any 

ownership SAE on these 

pages 
 

• Do not include any $$ with 

Exchange of Labor 
 

• Too many hours 
 

• Unrealistic dollars per hour 
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Inventory pages – Page 5, 6, & 7.   

• This is ending inventory of final record year 
 

• Should come right out of record book and forms 6, 7, 8, and 9. 

   

• Might need to separate a little different than we do in our 

record book 
 

• Headings I think are self explanatory – If you have any 

questions – please ask – we can help clarify these for you 
 

• Should not be any expenses or non-business assets listed here  

(I have seen that and those are not acceptable on these forms) 
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Page 8 a & 8b. 
 

Common Mistakes 
 

• Inventory values are 

large and no purchase or 

explanation. 
 

• Exchange of Labor 

income and expenses do 

not equal each other 
 

• No expenses for 

ownership SAE.  

   I want that farm  
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Balance Sheet – Pages 9 & 10 

• These pages do not usually cause too much problem 
 

• Main items are to make sure the “MET” statements say 

met at the bottom of the page 
 

• The “MET” statements are checking your inventory 

values on Page 8 with the inventory values that  you 

have entered or were transferred (from pages 5, 6, &7) 

on Page 9 
 

• Mistakes can be traced to either Page 8 or the other 

inventory pages 5, 6, & 7 of the application 
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Page 11 
 

• Most of these numbers 

transfer.   
 

• You can enter educational 

expenses and they count 

toward meeting the 

minimum requirments 
 

• If you have inheritances – 

there should be a figure on 

line 22c.  This could explain 

a large inventory increase. 
 

• Check the “MET” statements  
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Page 12 
 

• We forget to put 

YEARS for Leadership 

Activities 

 

• We also forget to 

have 3 different 

activities. 
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Applications are due in the State Office May 1.   

We (Kathy and Keith) are hopeful that these notes can 

help the process and keep us from sending you emails 

to correct applications before we submit to national.   

 

As always if you have any questions – Do Not Hesitate 

to call the State Office.   
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2014 American Degree Changes 
 

• You will have the choice to fill out application with the excel 

spreadsheet just like always or you will be able to utilize an 

online web form through AgCN.  This is only for the Degree not 

for Stars applications.  It will be a fill in application.  Either way 

you will print and send in to the State Office for us to check 

and sign before submitting to National FFA.   

 

• No changes in Due dates on our end.  Still due May 1.   
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2015 American Degree Changes 
 
 

• New Application – At this time it will be an online web form, like 

the 2014 option, fill in form, then print and send to State Office.   
 

 

•Biggest change 

• After entering Ag Ed a student must have earned at least 

$10,000 and productively invested at least $7,500 or 

earned and productively invested $2,000 and worked 2,250 

hours in excess of scheduled class time.  (could be a 

combination of worked hours and earned dollars must equal 

or be greater than 10,000).  

• Example – If a student starts with $5000 of productively 

invested dollars then they would need to reach $12,500 of 

productively invested dollars and earned $10,000 to meet 

the new minimum.   
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