
Messaging the Missouri 
Learning Standards 

Missouri Department 
of Elementary and Secondary Education February 2014 

Sarah Potter, Communications Coordinator  
Sarah.potter@dese.mo.gov  
(573) 751-3469 
@MOEducation, @_SarahPotter_ 



Outline 

• Opposition/Support in Missouri 
• Polling 
• Messaging Strategy 
• Messaging 

• Standards 
• Assessments 

• Questions/Discussion 



Timeline  

 
• 2007 – National Governors Association and     

Council of Chief State School Officers 
 

• 2009 – Missouri signs Memo of Understanding to 
help with standards development 
 

• 2010 – Missouri adopts final standards 
 

• 2015 – MAP tests aligned 



Current Opposition in Missouri 

• Opposition is growing 
• MO Coalition Against Common Core 
• Bills (SB 514, HB 1490) filed to stop Common 

Core implementation at state level & local 
districts 

• Missouri 1 of 11 states (45 state adoptees) with 
active legislative opposition 
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Current Supporters in Missouri 

• Education community 
• Missouri Chamber of Commerce 
• Business community 
• Lawmaker support for higher standards 

 



Instant Poll 

How many of you feel comfortable talking 
about the Missouri Learning Standards? 

• With parents? 
• With school staff? 
• With media? 
• With a legislator? 
 



Polling on Common Core 

Teachers and Administrators 
• 81.4% of educators believe the Standards will 
have a positive effect (School Improvement Network survey) 

• 77% of English/math teachers believe Common 
Core will have a positive effect on student critical 
thinking and reasoning skills (Scholastic survey) 

• 70% of Missouri districts have transitioned 
curriculum to Common Core (DESE Survey) 

• 75% of MO teachers enthusiastic (Scholastic survey) 

 



Polling on Common Core 

General Public/Voters 
Knowledge 
38% of national adults said they have heard 
about the Common Core 
62% have not 
 
 
Kappan/Gallup 2013 



State Resources 
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Messaging Strategy 

Use the ABC’s: 
 Agree – “We don’t like over-testing either…” 
 Bridge –  

• “The thing is…” 
• “The good news is…” 
• “That’s why…” 

 Convince –  
• Use stories from the classroom 
• Outline district policy 
• Acknowledge points of disagreement 

 Source: KNP Communications 



Important Messages 

• This is all about our students! 
• BIG PICTURE: Standards + Instruction + 

Assessments + other efforts = Success in 
college and career 

• Consistent standards ensure students don’t 
fall behind if they move to another district or 
state 

• Clearer, fewer, deeper = clearer 
expectations, fewer subjects, and deeper 
learning/thinking 



Important Messages 

The Common Core State Standards were 
developed by education experts, educators, 
business leaders, and governors and state 
governments, not by the federal government. 



Important Messages 

The Missouri Learning Standards provide year-by-
year standards for students to prepare them for 
college and career after they finish high school.  



Important Messages 

 The Standards do not mandate a specific 
curriculum, but rather leave curriculum entirely 
up to local educators. 



Key Message 

The Missouri Learning 
Standards make it possible 
for you to really know how 
your child is doing at school. 



Hot Topics 

• Process – states, not feds 
• Cost – implementation, tests, technology 
• Data collection – no additional data collection 
• Tests – the new tests start 2014---15 



Assessment Messages 

• Lower scores do not mean schools are doing worse or      
students are learning less. They just mean the tests are 
harder. 

• They're harder because they line up with new, higher 
standards. We've raised the bar. 

• They're harder because they're better. They actually 
measure real learning and understanding, not just 
memorization. These are tests worth taking. 

• They provide a much clearer picture of where students 
are, and what we need to do to move them forward. 



Questions? 
& Discussion 

Sarah Potter, Communications Coordinator 
Sarah.potter@dese.mo.gov 
(573) 751-3469 
@MOEducation, @_SarahPotter_ 

Missouri Department 
of Elementary and Secondary Education November 2013 



Thank you! 
Sarah Potter, Communications Coordinator 
Sarah.Potter@dese.mo.gov 
(573) 751-3469 
@MOEducation, @_SarahPotter_ 

Missouri Department 
of Elementary and Secondary Education February 2014 
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