Six-Trait Assessment for High School Writers 
	
	Ideas
	Organization
	Conventions
	Word Choice
	Sentence Fluency
	Voice

	Advanced   4

E
	__Strong controlling idea based on interesting and meaningful thesis narrows focus

__Clearly addresses topic and provides specific and relevant concrete details and/or reasons
__Shows complexity and freshness of thought

__Effective, insightful commentary connects concrete detail to thesis
	__Effective beginning, middle, and end; engaging introduction; strong sense of closure

__A clear, strong thesis statement governs entire essay; the writer skillfully emphasizes important ideas
__Use paragraphing effectively
__Progresses in a logical order

__Uses effective cohesive devices (transitions, repetition, pronouns, parallel structure) between and within paragraphs

__Successfully follows assigned format
	__Contains few errors in grammar/usage, punctuation, capitalization, and/or spelling

__Intentional or clever use of atypical sentence structure

__Correct pronoun/antecedent agreement and subject/verb agreement; consistent verb tense
	__Uses precise and vivid language

__Effective use of writing techniques such as imagery and figurative language if appropriate

__Consistently avoids redundancy


	__Contains sentences that are clear and varied in length and structure
__Variety of sentence beginnings

__Natural rhythm, cadence and flow


	__ Shows individual perspective; personality comes through

__Clearly shows an awareness of audience and purpose

__Writer’s enthusiasm for the topic is evident

__Effectively uses writing techniques (such as humor, point of view, tone) that evoke a strong emotional response 

	Proficient    3
	__Controlling idea based on a meaningful thesis begins to narrow focus

__Addresses the topic using relevant details and/or reasons

__Shows some complexity and/or freshness of thought

__Strong commentary relates concrete detail to thesis


	__Clear beginning, middle and end with an effective introduction and conclusion

__A clear thesis statement governs the entire essay; important ideas stand out

__Uses paragraphing appropriately

__Generally progresses in a logical order

__Uses cohesive devices between and within paragraphs 
__Accurately follows assigned format
	__May contain errors in grammar/usage, punctuation, capitalization, and/or spelling that are not distracting to the reader

__Fragments or run-ons are rare (unless stylistic)
_Very few errors in agreement and tense


	__Uses precise language
__Uses writing techniques such as imagery and/or figurative language if appropriate

__Avoids redundancy


	__Contains sentences that are clear and show some variety in length and structure

__Not all sentences begin with the same pattern

__Sections of writing have rhythm and flow
	__ Shows some individual perspective; personality begins to show

__Shows an awareness of audience and purpose

__Writer cares about topic
__Uses writing techniques (such as humor, point of view, tone) that may evoke an emotional response 



	Basic 2
	__Contains some sense of direction, but may lack focus

__Addresses the topic, but relies on generalities (lists) rather than specifics (development)

__Limited complexity and/or freshness of thought

__Weak commentary

	__Evidence of a beginning, middle and end

__Thesis statement attempted, but may not govern the entire essay; some important ideas begin to surface

__Shows evidence of paragraphing

__Inconsistency in logical order

__Inconsistent use of cohesive devices

__Attempts assigned format
	__Contains errors in grammar/usage, punctuation, capitalization, and/or spelling that may be distracting to the reader

__Some run-ons and/or sentence fragments

__Inconsistent subject/verb agreement and or verb tense
	__May use imprecise language

__ Attempts to use some writing techniques such as imagery and/or figurative language if appropriate

__ Some obvious redundancy
	__Contains sentences that are generally clear, but lack variety and complexity

__Some sentences begin the same
__An occasional section of writing has rhythm and flow
	__May lack individual perspective
__Shows some awareness of audience and purpose

__Writer shows limited connection to the topic

__Attempts to use some writing techniques (humor, point of view, tone) to evoke a response 



	 Below Basic  1
	__Is difficult to follow and lacks focus

__May address the topic, but lacks details

__Lacks complexity and freshness of thought

__Attempts commentary unsuccessfully


	__Little or no evidence of a beginning, middle, and/or end

__Thesis statement unclear

__Little or no evidence of paragraphing

__Does not progress in a logical order and may digress to unrelated topics

__Lacks cohesion
__No evidence of format
	__Contains repeated errors in grammar/ usage, punctuation, capitalization, and/or spelling that are distracting 

__Numerous run-ons and/or fragments
__Frequent errors with agreement and/or tense
	__Uses imprecise language

__Shows little or no evidence of writing techniques such as imagery or figurative language

__Obvious and/or distracting redundancy
	__Contains sentences that lack variety and clarity
__Most sentences begin the same way

__Writing is choppy; needs rereading to follow the meaning
	__Lacks individual perspective
__Shows little or no awareness of audience or purpose

__Treatment of topic is predictable

__Shows little or no evidence of writing techniques to evoke a response
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