Name______________________________________Date________Hour_________

Identify/Explain/Analyze and Evaluate Literary Techniques
Read the attached non-fiction passage.  Remember to use pre, during and post reading skills. After reading the article, answer the following questions. 
1. List two examples of figurative language that the author used. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  For example #1, explain how the literary technique contributes to the overall message 

     the author is trying to convey. Next, evaluate whether or not the use of this literary 

     technique was effective. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
Article #2: 

1. List and identify two examples of figurative language that the author used. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  For example #1, explain how the literary technique contributes to the overall message 

     the author is trying to convey. Next, evaluate whether or not the use of this literary 

     technique was effective. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

3.  Create a graphic organizer comparing and constrasting how the two authors used 

     figurative language. 

4.  What conclusions can you draw about the two pieces based on your graphic 

      organizer?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Scoring Guide
Articles #1 & #2

1.  Students may list any examples of figurative language.  Such language includes 

     simile, metaphor, personification, allusion and analogy. 

     Students will receive 2 points of each example listed. Both the example and the 

     identification must be correct to receive both points. 
2. Students will be scored using the following criteria: 

    4—The student has given a clear and reasonable explanation as to how the technique 

          contributes to the overall message. The student has also clearly evaluated the 

          effectiveness of the technique and explained that evaluation to the reader. 
    3—The student has given a reasonable explanation as to how the technique contributes 

          to the overall message, but it lacks clarity. The student has also evaluated the 

          effectiveness of the technique used, but it may lack a full explanation for the 

          reader. 

    2—The student has given a less than reasonable explanation as to how the technique 

          contributed to the overall message, and it lacks clarity. The student has evaluated 

          the effectiveness of the technique, but it does not contain a full explanation for the 

          reader. 

    1—The student has not given a reasonable explanation as to how the technique 

          contributed to the overall message.  The evaluation of the effectiveness of the 

          technique is unclear or isn’t an evaluation. 
3. The graphic organizer will be scored on the following criteria:

    4—The student has effectively compared and contrasted at least three items each  

          regarding the two non-fiction pieces.  The graphic organizer shows a clear 

          distinction between similarities and differences. The graphic organizer is clearly 

          labeled and is well-organized. 

    3—The student has effectively compared and contrasted at two or fewer items 

          regarding each of the two non-fiction pieces.  The graphic organizer shows a 

          distinction between similarities and differences. The graphic organizer is fairly 

          well-organized and labeled. 

    2—The student has compared and contrasted two or fewer items, but they lack 

           explanation. The graphic organizer does not show a clear distinction between the 

           similarities and differences. The graphic organizer could be better-organized and 

           labeled. 
    1—The student has not compared or contrasted items.  The graphic organizer does not 

          indicate a difference between the similarities and differences. The graphic 

          organizer is not well-organized or labeled. 
4.  The conclusion will be based on the following criteria: 

     4—The student will draw a clear and reasonable conclusion that makes a direct 

           reference to the graphic organizer. 
     3—The student will draw a reasonable conclusion, but it is not clearly articulated and 

           makes only a casual reference to the graphic organizer. 

     2—The student will draw a conclusion, but it is unclear or does not make sense. There 

             may be reference to the graphic organizer, but it does not make sense. 

    1—The student does not draw a conclusion. There is no reference to the graphic 

          organizer. 
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