Know Your Community Projects

First, you will want to have students spend at least one class period perusing old yearbooks and school newspapers if you have those resources.  Before you allow students to look through these resources, they should freewrite for 5-10 minutes what they know about their communities and how they know that.  They should include what it means to be a member of a community.  Share.

Look through the yearbooks and newspapers.  (**Alternatives or additional resources:  1.  Use the local newspaper to request letters from citizens citing memories of  important moments in the community such as receiving electricity, honoring a community member or other historical events.  2.  Invite older members of the community in as guest speakers which would take a few days possibly.)

[bookmark: _GoBack]Have students freewrite again all they know of their community.  (A KWL chart could be used here also.)

List the following on the board and have students contribute in a brainstorming session.  Other categories could be added as students and teacher see fit.  
the Famous and the Infamous, Famous Places/Important Places, Ghost Stories, Buried Treasures, Local Festivals and their Origins, Civil War Impact, Great Food, Flora and Fauna of the Community, Graveyards,  Historical Events
Students will choose one of these topics to research.  Interviewing techniques may have to be reviewed or taught.  Students will then choose to create one of the following types of projects to portray their research: PhotoStories, story collections, oral history papers of a member of the community, narrated walking tours, Prezi, Powerpoints, creative maps of the community, photo essays, travelogues, tourism newspapers, etc.
Have students freewrite for 3 minutes about their plan to collect information about their topic.  
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Fiction Unit Summative Assessment Scoring Guide
Community Project
	Project demonstrates an understanding of audience in its presentation using both visual and auditory media.  It is visually appealing.



	20
	

	All media have a cohesive purpose to inform the audience about the community.  A theme and points are made throughout the presentation.  Theme is an analysis of the impact of this historical aspect on the culture of the community.

	30
	

	Primary sources rather than secondary sources are used and  cited in the script

	30
	

	Describes an aspect of the community such as churches, ghost stories, graveyards, or famous/infamous people, etc. with accurate detail and photos or videos.  Also describes the impact that this person, place or thing has had on the history and culture of the community

	30
	

	Project’s script is written with a demonstration of appropriate grammar and punctuation structures

	20
	

	Introduction and conclusion are obvious and serve as a great beginning and ending for the project by including the main idea/theme and the points made about the impact that this historical person, place or thing has had on the community


	20
	

	Presentation is professional and clean with no “mall” talk such as um, uh, so, like, annannd, anyways, stuff, junk, etc.  (One point deduction per use of these terms)
	20
	

	
	
	

	Total
Notes on performance







	170
	



