Scoring Guide

Literary Blog Posts/Annotations

Literary Blog Posts

Explanation:


Literature is a mirror that we use to better understand the human race and our place in that race.  When we read, we encounter people, decisions and situations that all help us view life from different perspectives.  Often we read words that will inform us for the rest of our lives such as Bible verses, quotes and paraphrased passages.  The owner of Askinosie Chocolate on Commercial Street chose to close his very high profile law practice and open this business after reading Tuesdays with Morrie.  Several of our teachers have quotes that have shaped them in their rooms or on their doors.  
After you read in class or during the week, you will need to choose a phrase, sentence or passage from your reading that made you think, shifted your perspective a little, made you smile, irritated you, provoked a tiny emotional reaction from you or in any way stood out from the rest of the reading.  Begin the blog post with the title and author of the book, the page where the quote is located, and the passage, sentence or phrase you chose.  Remember to put it in quotation marks unless you’ve paraphrased it.  

            Then you will discuss for one paragraph why that particular part stood out for you.  How did it shift your perspective?  What connection did you make with the text that evoked a bit of emotion of some sort?  Why, in short, did you choose this particular passage?

            In the next paragraph discuss what bigger philosophical question this passage or sentence answers.  If not that, then how does this relate to your research project? 

Example:

The Night Circus by Erin Morgenstern

p. 142

“It is these aficionados, these reveurs, who see the details in the bigger picture of the circus.  They see the nuance of the costumes, the intricacy of the signs.  They buy sugar flowers and do not eat them, wrapping them in paper instead and carefully bringing them home.  They are enthusiasts, devotees.  Addicts.  Something about the circus stirs their souls, and they ache for it when it is absent.”

As I read about this circus that is supported by a special kind of magic and only open at night, I am reminded of how easily people, as a group, become obsessed with these events.  Groups will follow bands around on tour, and every so often, someone tries to recreate Woodstock in some effort to recapture whatever “magic” these people experienced the first time at these events.  In their efforts, tickets, programs, other memorabilia and, in this book, sugar flowers, are kept to preserve the moment for those times when the concert stage is silent and the circus is closed.  What causes us to do this?  Why do we need the ties to the situations, the pictures and the stories?  Why, too, does the wisdom learned from these events often escape us?  How could we recreate whatever feelings evoked by these events in our everyday lives?  Should we do that?

As I delve into the research for school reform, I am struck over and over again by how many people would never want to repeat high school, and how high school is considered by so many as a negative experience.  Not everyone feels that way, but so many do.  Why?  How is gathering at school different than these circus experiences?  Should it continue to be, or should it be a chance to recreate, on a daily basis, little bits of these moving experiences where our emotions and intellect are revived?  Does this happen for anyone anymore?  I think it does for a few.  However, overall, most students want to be challenged in a meaningful way.  Change is on the horizon, and it is not encompassed in whatever technology or gadget is currently all the rage.  Meaningful change uses the current tools to increase the questions and learning experiences.  On that same note, though, we still take our memorabilia, our yearbooks, senior rings, pictures, and stories with us for the rest of our lives.  Maybe that’s for the best so that people will go on with their lives.  
Scoring Guide Blog Posts for Literary Annotations

	Make connections text to text and text to you.  Use specific examples from the text (s) and your experiences.
	
	

	Question things you’re reading with evaluative, reflective questions.
	
	

	Text is a short analysis evaluating what you are reading.
	
	

	Short analysis texts have clearly defined purpose.

	
	

	Communicate clearly and effectively (mechanics). The posts are easy to read, communicated well and express answers to our overarching, essential questions.  

	
	

	Identify themes from texts and justify those with evidence from the text.

	
	

	Thoughtful, reflective blog posts about the reading you are doing for class.  
	
	

	                                                                       Total
	
	


*Teacher and students work to create the point totals and to revise the scoring guide

