Socratic Seminar Preparation Sheets.

Small Group Discussion/Book Section Annotation Sheet  (adapted from Cornell Notes, Cornell University)  

Same Threads, Different Stories      Discussion 4
How do the ideas of compassion and empathy impact our culture?    (“Sympathy” and “You’ve Got to Be Taught”)
	“Sympathy” by Paul Laurence Dunbar

I know what the caged bird feels, alas! 
When the sun is bright on the upland slopes; 
When the wind stirs soft through the springing grass, 
And the river flows like a stream of glass; 
When the first bird sings and the first bud opes, 
And the faint perfume from its chalice steals-- 
I know what the caged bird feels!

I know why the caged bird beats his wing 
Till its blood is red on the cruel bars; 
For he must fly back to his perch and cling 
When he fain would be on the bough a-swing; 
And a pain still throbs in the old, old scars 
And they pulse again with a keener sting-- 
I know why he beats his wing!

I know why the caged bird sings, ah me, 
When his wing is bruised and his bosom sore,-- 
When he beats his bars and he would be free; 
It is not a carol of joy or glee, 
But a prayer that he sends from his heart's deep core, 
But a plea, that upward to Heaven he flings-- 
I know why the caged bird sings!




	“You’ve Got to Be Taught” Rodgers and Hammerstein from South Pacific


You've got to be taught 

To hate and fear, 

You've got to be taught 

From year to year, 

It's got to be drummed 

In your dear little ear 

You've got to be carefully taught. 



You've got to be taught to be afraid 

Of people whose eyes are oddly made, 

And people whose skin is a diff'rent shade, 

You've got to be carefully taught. 



You've got to be taught before it's too late, 

Before you are six or seven or eight, 

To hate all the people your relatives hate, 

You've got to be carefully taught




After reading the poem and the song, write a response for 5 minutes.  This is a freewrite, so don’t worry about grammar or spelling or making it pretty.  Instead concentrate on your personal connections to anything in these two pieces.  If you can’t think of anything to say, then write that statement until something comes to mind, and something always comes to mind.  This is NOT about right answers; it’s about what you are thinking as you read these two pieces.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Share with your small group.  You must read exactly what you have written.  Don’t paraphrase.  How are your responses similar?  Different?  Write a few sentences about how and why they are different or similar.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Now think about your reading from the novel you chose.  How would the characters react to these verses?  Are any of the ideas of the verses similar to the conflicts or ideas that you see in the book?  How would these authors or characters respond the question posed for the discussion? Write for 5 minutes.  Share.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	Cue words, phrases, things to help you remember your notes and the discussion/book

___________________

__________________

__________________

__________________

__________________

__________________

__________________

__________________

__________________

__________________

__________________

__________________

__________________

__________________

_________________


	Please take notes on your group’s small discussion here.  Write down great questions, thoughts, insights or ideas from your classmates.  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
Summary freewrite for 3 minutes about your small group discussion.  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 (One or two sentences that sum up the gist of your discussion or this section of your book.)




Based on your responses and small group discussions, please prepare for the large group discussions.
Please write 3 discussion questions from your reading.  Discussion questions should be open-ended, related to our larger questions and larger than questions that can be answered directly from the text.  
1.

2.

3.

Please write the page numbers and three quotes/passages that you feel are powerful and related to your experiences, our current world/culture or another text that you have encountered.

1.

2.

3.

Please record all things you want to look up here such as words or historical allusions or any cultural ideas that are foreign to you.
Freewrite here for 3 minutes about our large group Socratic discussion.  What is something great that someone else said, something you wish you would’ve said, a thought that lingers or a question you still have?  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
