Socratic Seminar Preparation Sheets.

Small Group Discussion/Book Section Annotation Sheet  (adapted from Cornell Notes, Cornell University)  

Same Threads, Different Stories      Discussion 1

How does the idea of courage fit into our current society?  How does it impact the personality of the community?                        (“If” and “In Search of Courage”)

	If

If you can keep your head when all about you
Are losing theirs and blaming it on you;
If you can trust yourself when all men doubt you,
But make allowance for their doubting too:
If you can wait and not be tired by waiting,
Or, being lied about, don't deal in lies,
Or being hated don't give way to hating,
And yet don't look too good, nor talk too wise;

If you can dream---and not make dreams your master;
If you can think---and not make thoughts your aim,
If you can meet with Triumph and Disaster
And treat those two impostors just the same:.
If you can bear to hear the truth you've spoken
Twisted by knaves to make a trap for fools,
Or watch the things you gave your life to, broken,
And stoop and build'em up with worn-out tools;

If you can make one heap of all your winnings
And risk it on one turn of pitch-and-toss,
And lose, and start again at your beginnings,
And never breathe a word about your loss:
If you can force your heart and nerve and sinew
To serve your turn long after they are gone,
And so hold on when there is nothing in you
Except the Will which says to them: "Hold on!"

If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue,
Or walk with Kings---nor lose the common touch,
If neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you,
If all men count with you, but none too much:
If you can fill the unforgiving minute
With sixty seconds' worth of distance run,
Yours is the Earth and everything that's in it,
And---which is more---you'll be a Man, my son! 

Rudyard Kipling


	See article by John McCain in this folder.


After reading the poem and the article, write a response for 5 minutes.  This is a freewrite, so don’t worry about grammar or spelling or making it pretty.  Instead concentrate on your personal connections to anything in these pieces.  If you can’t think of anything to say, then write that statement until something comes to mind, and something always comes to mind.  This is NOT about right answers; it’s about what you are thinking as you read these writings.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Share with your small group.  You must read exactly what you have written.  Don’t paraphrase.  How are your responses similar?  Different?  Write a few sentences about how and why they are different or similar.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Now think about your reading from the novel you chose.  How would the characters react to these poems?  Are any of the ideas of the poems similar to the conflicts or ideas that you see in the book?  How would these authors or characters respond the first two questions posed for the discussion? Write for 5 minutes.  Share.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	Cue words, phrases, things to help you remember your notes and the discussion/book

___________________

__________________

__________________

__________________

__________________

__________________

__________________

__________________

__________________

__________________

__________________

__________________

__________________

__________________

_________________


	Please take notes on your group’s small discussion here.  Write down great questions, thoughts, insights or ideas from your classmates.  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
Summary freewrite for 3 minutes about your small group discussion.  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 (One or two sentences that sum up the gist of your discussion or this section of your book.)




Please write 3 discussion questions from your reading.  Discussion questions should be open-ended, related to our larger questions and larger than questions that can be answered directly from the text.  
1.

2.

3.

Please write the page numbers and three quotes/passages that you feel are powerful and related to your experiences, our current world/culture or another text that you have encountered.

1.

2.

3.

Please record all things you want to look up here such as words or historical allusions or any cultural ideas that are foreign to you.
Freewrite here for 3 minutes about our large group Socratic discussion.  What is something great that someone else said, something you wish you would’ve said, a thought that lingers or a question you still have?  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
