Scoring Guide
Owning Words Summative Assessment

Choose one of the following as a topic for your final paper in this unit.

Literary analysis:  Reread a book or several books or poems that impacted you, changed an idea or philosophy, in some way in your past.  Write a paper outlining how the words have changed for you or if they’ve changed for you?  Is the meaning different now than it was?  Why or why not?  What enduring lessons did you learn from these books?  
The Power of a Word Essay:  Choose a word or phrase that you think is particularly valuable and describe how that word is valuable.  Or, write about a word or phrase that has motivated you, giving the reasons it has motivated you.  
Make a case for the most important piece of writing in U.S. history.  Choose a speech or other piece of writing that has impacted American history.  Give reasons why it is the most important piece of writing specifically focusing on the impact of the words.

	Introduction has effective attention grabber that brings interest to the main topic.  

	
	

	Attention grabber transitions effectively to main introduction and thesis statement

	
	

	Thesis statement is clear and matches the topic thoroughly, shedding new light on the subject, creating a new vein of thought about the topic

	
	

	Main points are clearly stated and connected to the thesis and supported with evidence from the text and/or research 

	
	

	Specific examples from the text, multiple texts or research are used

	
	

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Paper demonstrates a depth of analysis.  Multiple perspectives are considered, and the analysis goes beyond the superficial into the analytical and evaluative. 
	
	

	Conclusion is a strong summary of the paper which includes the main points and the developed thesis statement

	
	

	Audience and purpose are clear throughout the paper
	
	

	Formatting is MLA and correct

	
	

	All conventions of grammar and punctuation are met sufficiently to communicate effectively
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