Literary Analysis of Us
Analyzing Student Poetry

When a student receives a poem, he or she will prepare for a Socratic Seminar on this poem and write a short literary analysis of the language used in the poem after the Socratic Seminar.  The literary analysis should be of the writing only.  It is an examination of how those words are constructed to have meaning.
	All literary analysis papers will be peer reviewed by the author’s small writing group and revised accordingly.  All poems are to be treated as literature because they are. These papers will be taken through the process of writing also that is described above.   Literary analysis papers will then be attached to the poem and returned to the author of the poem.  All poets will write reflections on this experience to be given to your teacher.  

Preparation for Socratic Seminar –How are these poems powerful?
Write a response to the poem for 5 minutes about how the writing of this is powerful to you.  This is a freewrite, so don’t worry about grammar or spelling or making it pretty.  Instead concentrate on your personal connections to anything in these pieces.  If you can’t think of anything to say, then write that statement until something comes to mind, and something always comes to mind.  This is NOT about right answers; it’s about what you are thinking as you read these words with a new perspective.
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Share with your small group.  You must read exactly what you have written.  Don’t paraphrase.  How are your responses similar?  Different?  Write a few sentences about how and why they are different or similar.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
		Cue words, phrases, things to help you remember your notes and the discussion/book
___________________
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Please take notes on your group’s small discussion here.  Write down great questions, thoughts, insights or ideas from your classmates.  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Summary freewrite for 3 minutes about your small group discussion.  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 (One or two sentences that sum up the gist of your discussion or this section of your book.)



Preparation for Large Socratic Discussion
Please write 3 discussion questions from your reading.  Discussion questions should be open-ended, related to our larger questions and larger than questions that can be answered directly from the text.  
1.
2.
3.

Please write the page numbers and three quotes/passages that you feel are powerful and related to your experiences, our current world/culture or another text that you have encountered.
1.

2.

3.

Please record all things you want to look up here such as words or historical allusions or any cultural ideas that are foreign to you.


Freewrite here for 3 minutes about our large group Socratic discussion.  What is something great that someone else said, something you wish you would’ve said, a thought that lingers or a question you still have?  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

