Socratic Seminar Preparation Sheets.

Small Group Discussion/Book Section Annotation Sheet  (adapted from Cornell Notes, Cornell University)  

Owning Our Words     Discussion 1

How do we own words, and how does that ownership impact us?
	The History Teacher - Billy Collins

Trying to protect his students' innocence
he told them the Ice Age was really just
the Chilly Age, a period of a million years
when everyone had to wear sweaters.

And the Stone Age became the Gravel Age,
named after the long driveways of the time.

The Spanish Inquisition was nothing more
than an outbreak of questions such as
"How far is it from here to Madrid?"
"What do you call the matador's hat?"

The War of the Roses took place in a garden,
and the Enola Gay dropped one tiny atom on Japan.

The children would leave his classroom
for the playground to torment the weak
and the smart,
mussing up their hair and breaking their glasses,

while he gathered up his notes and walked home
past flower beds and white picket fences,
wondering if they would believe that soldiers
in the Boer War told long, rambling stories
designed to make the enemy nod off.


http://www.billy-collins.com/2005/06/the_history_tea.html

	Tell all the Truth but tell it slant—                                                  Success in Circuit lies                                                                               Too bright for our infirm Delight                                                            The Truth’s superb surprise

As Lightning to the Children eased                                                     With explanation kind                                                                              The Truth must dazzle gradually                                                             Or every man be blind—

Emily Dickinson                 
http://www.americanpoems.com/poets/emilydickinson/1129.shtml

	
	


Preparation for Large Group Discussion

After reading the poems, write a response for 5 minutes.  This is a freewrite, so don’t worry about grammar or spelling or making it pretty.  Instead concentrate on your personal connections to anything in these pieces.  If you can’t think of anything to say, then write that statement until something comes to mind, and something always comes to mind.  This is NOT about right answers; it’s about what you are thinking as you read these writings.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Share with your small group.  You must read exactly what you have written.  Don’t paraphrase.  How are your responses similar?  Different?  Write a few sentences about how and why they are different or similar.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Now think about the writing you have done.  What in the writing, the words chosen, the construction of lines, make the poem effective or powerful? How would these authors or characters respond the first two questions posed for the discussion? Write for 5 minutes.  Share.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	Cue words, phrases, things to help you remember your notes and the discussion/book

___________________

__________________

__________________

__________________

__________________

__________________

__________________

__________________

__________________

__________________

__________________

__________________

__________________

__________________

_________________


	Please take notes on your group’s small discussion here.  Write down great questions, thoughts, insights or ideas from your classmates.  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
Summary freewrite for 3 minutes about your small group discussion.  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 (One or two sentences that sum up the gist of your discussion or this section of your book.)




Please write 3 discussion questions from your reading.  Discussion questions should be open-ended, related to our larger questions and larger than questions that can be answered directly from the text.  
1.

2.

3.

Please write the page numbers and three quotes/passages that you feel are powerful and related to your experiences, our current world/culture or another text that you have encountered.

1.

2.

3.

Please record all things you want to look up here such as words or historical allusions or any cultural ideas that are foreign to you.
Freewrite here for 3 minutes about our large group Socratic discussion.  What is something great that someone else said, something you wish you would’ve said, a thought that lingers or a question you still have?  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
