A Freewrite Found Poem
	Our stories connect us and build us from the time we are small.  When we are young, our parents read to us and then our teachers read to us.  In between all of that, we experience life and tell others about our experiences in stories.  The great bulk of writing that you have created for this unit so far constitutes a part of your story, and it probably tells, at least in part, several of your stories.  Throughout all of them, you have marked passages, phrases and words that you found interesting and meaningful.  Now, I want you to allow your words to breathe a little, to take on a life of their own.  

	Reread all of your work and create a list of the interesting phrases that you still find interesting.  After all, you have really explored the power of words in your own writing so far, so it stands to reason that what once was interesting may no longer be so fascinating.  Once you have created your list, you have the beginnings of a poem.  Share this list with your small writing group.  
	Freewrite for 3 minutes.  Where do you see this poem heading?  What do you think you really want to say about your experience with words?
	Before we complete these poems, we will read the poems in Socratic Seminar Prep 1 and participate in Socratic Seminar Prep 2 Owning Our Words.  When the discussion is completed, then we will come back to these poems.  The words need to marinate for a while.
	Now that you have an idea of how authors put together words to create beautiful constructions that bring images, ideas, perspectives and insights to readers, you will have the change to do it yourselves.  Beginning with the list of words from your freewrites, create a poem about your experiences with words.  Enjoy creating literature!
	You will take this through the entire writing process.  After you have written it and revised it to say exactly what you want, share with your small writing group, explaining why you made the choices you did, your purpose and how you achieved that purpose.  Keep all their written comments and revise accordingly.  Schedule a conference with the teacher to get feedback.  Revise again.  When the poem is where it needs to be, you will exchange poems with NO NAMES with another student in that class or even with students in another class.  This is up to your teacher.
	When a student receives a poem, he or she will prepare for a Socratic Seminar on this poem and write a short literary analysis of the language used in the poem after the Socratic Seminar.  The literary analysis should be of the writing only.  It is an examination of how those words are constructed to have meaning.
	All literary analysis papers will be peer reviewed by the author’s small writing group and revised accordingly.  All poems are to be treated as literature because they are. These papers will be taken through the process of writing also that is described above.   Literary analysis papers will then be attached to the poem and returned to the author of the poem.  All poets will write reflections on this experience to be given to your teacher.  
Reread your freewrite about words you own.  Now, go back to that children’s book, poem, song, section of a book or quote.  Write a response for 5 minutes about how the writing of this is powerful to you.  This is a freewrite, so don’t worry about grammar or spelling or making it pretty.  Instead concentrate on your personal connections to anything in these pieces.  If you can’t think of anything to say, then write that statement until something comes to mind, and something always comes to mind.  This is NOT about right answers; it’s about what you are thinking as you read these words with a new perspective.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Share with your small group.  You must read exactly what you have written.  Don’t paraphrase.  How are your responses similar?  Different?  Write a few sentences about how and why they are different or similar.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

		Cue words, phrases, things to help you remember your notes and the discussion/book
___________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
_________________



Please take notes on your group’s small discussion here.  Write down great questions, thoughts, insights or ideas from your classmates.  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
Summary freewrite for 3 minutes about your small group discussion.  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 (One or two sentences that sum up the gist of your discussion or this section of your book.)



Preparation for Large Socratic Discussion
Please write 3 discussion questions from your reading.  Discussion questions should be open-ended, related to our larger questions and larger than questions that can be answered directly from the text.  
1.
2.
3.

Please write the page numbers and three quotes/passages that you feel are powerful and related to your experiences, our current world/culture or another text that you have encountered.
1.

2.

3.

Please record all things you want to look up here such as words or historical allusions or any cultural ideas that are foreign to you.





Freewrite here for 3 minutes about our large group Socratic discussion.  What is something great that someone else said, something you wish you would’ve said, a thought that lingers or a question you still have?  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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