Words that I Own
	When Mitch Albom heard that his favorite professor, who was dying of ALS, gave life lessons to people as he died, Albom began to visit Morrie regularly.  He eventually write Tuesdays with Morrie to share the wisdom he gained from Morrie with the world.  When Randy Pausch discovered that he had a terminal illness, he created The Last Lecture which is online and in book form.  Books, lists of stories and surveys about books that have changed lives and history are easy to access.  The ideas in our Declaration of Independence have sparked other revolutions.  Words are powerful, especially when we own them.  
	Think about words that you own.  Perhaps it is the text of a children’s story that inspires you, a poem, a song, a great speech, a quote, a piece of scripture, a fairy tale or some other genre.  Today we will be freewriting for 10 minutes about these words that you own.  Why are these words inspiring, motivating or comforting?  How do you own these words?  Share with your small writing group.
	Now we are going to “cube” these words.  It is a way to provide 6 new perspectives about the words you own.  
Do each of the 6 steps in order, spending no more than 3 to 5 minutes on each.
Step 1:  Describe it.  
    Look at the subject closely and describe what you see.  Colors, shapes, sizes, and so forth.
Step 2:  Compare it.  
  What is it similar to?  What is it different from?
Step 3:  Associate it.  
  What does it make you think of?  What comes into your mind?  It can be similar things, or you can think of different times, places, people.  Just let your mind go and see what association you have for this subject.
Step 4:  Analyze it.  
  Break it down into parts.  Tell how it’s made.  (You don’t have to know; you can make it up.)
Step 5:  Apply it.  
  Tell what you can do with it, how it can be used.
Step 6:  Argue for or against it.  
  Go ahead and take a stand.  Use any kind of reasons you want to—rational, silly, or anywhere in between.  (p.22) 
After this exercise have students reread their work, looking for writing topic and marking them.  Have students then share parts of the writing with their small writing groups.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Brief discussion.  Did this exercise change your perception of the words/phrases/stories that you own?  How so?  If not, why not?

Steps for Cubing taken from this site.  
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