		 DESE Model Curriculum 		
GRADE LEVEL/UNIT TITLE:      9-12/In the Time of the Butterflies       			Course Code: 054800-2
	COURSE INTRODUCTION:



In tenth grade English, students will closely read and evaluate a variety of fiction and nonfiction texts in order to answer overarching, essential questions.  As they read, they will use process writing, free writing, and journaling to explore connections to fiction and nonfiction literature while learning to ask the questions necessary to grasp a relationship between local concerns and universal questions.  Through civil discourse (collaboration, discussions about literature, and responses to reading), students will deepen their understanding of reading, writing, listening, speaking, use of language, and technology. By the end of tenth grade, the students are prepared for further studies in eleventh grade English-Language Arts.

























	UNIT DESCRIPTION:  
In The Time of the Butterflies, Julia Alvarez

	SUGGESTED UNIT TIMELINE:      3 weeks                              
CLASS PERIOD (min.):  50 minutes

	ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS:
1. What impact does political upheaval have on the people living in a politically unstable country?  What is the human cost of political oppression?
2. In what circumstances does it become a moral imperative to practice civil disobedience?  At what point is it necessary to rebel against a political system or leader?
3.  What politicizes a person?  What makes a revolutionary risk everything for a certain cause?”

	

	ESSENTIAL MEASURABLE LEARNING OBJECTIVES
                         
	
	CROSSWALK TO STANDARDS

	
	
	CA CLE
	Performance Goals
	CCSS ELA Grade Level
	CCSS ELA Anchor
	DOK

	1. Analyze the development of a central idea in a recent American novel and in related texts in other genres.  (The central idea in this text is civil disobedience.)
	
	R.1.F.E2.c
R.1.G.E2.b
R.1.H.E2.d
R.1.I.E2.a
R.2.C.E2.d




	1.5
1.6
2.1
2.4
4.1
4.3
	RL.9-10.1
RL.9-10.2
RL.9-10.3




	
	4







	2.  Integrate and evaluate ideas and information from several related texts with your own experience to determine how a  societal concept or value has changed over time (civil disobedience).
	
	R.1.H.E2.d
R.1.I.E2.a
R.2.C.E2.d
R.3.B.e2.e
R.3.C.E2.g
	1.5
1.9
2.1
2.4
	RL.9-10.1
RL.9-10.2
RI.9-10.1
RI.9-10.2
RI.9-10.3
RI.9-10.5
RI.9-10.6
RI.9-10.7
	
	4

	3.  Compose an argument supporting a claim with sufficient, relevant evidence.
	
	W.1.A.E2
W.2.B.E2.a
W.2.B.E2.b
W.2.B.E2.c
W.2.B.E2.d
W.2.C.E2.a
W.2.C.E2.b
W.2.C.E2.c
W.2.C.E2.d
W.2.C.E2.e
W.2.C.E2.f
W.2.C.E2.g
W.2.D.E2.a
W.2.D.E2.b
W.2.E.E2.a
W.2.E.E2.b
W.2.E.E2.c

	2.1
2.4
	W.9-10.1
W.9-10.4
W.9-10.5
W.9-10.6
W.9-10.7
	
	4

	4.Demonstrate an understanding of how viewpoint, structure, characterization, setting, conflict, metaphors, and symbols work together to reveal and develop a theme in fiction, poetry, and nonfiction texts.
	
	R.2.B.E2.e
R.2.C.E2.d
R.3.B.E2.e
R.3.C.E2.g
	1.5
1.6
	RL.9-10.4
RL.9-10.5
RI.9-10.4
RI.9-10.5
RI.9-10.6
RI.9-10.8
RI.9-10.9
	
	4

	5.  Demonstrate the ability to participate effectively in discussions about central ideas in print and other media texts and to use ideas and information from discussions in essay responses to prompts on the discussion topic.
	
	W.2.B.E2.a
W.2.B.E2.b
W.2.B.E2.c
W.2.B.E2.d
W.2.C.E2.a
W.2.C.E2.b
W.2.C.E2.c
W.2.C.E2.d
W.2.C.E2.e
W.2.C.E2.f
W.2.C.E2.g
W.2.D.E2.a
W.2.D.E2.b
W.2.E.E2.a
W.2.E.E2.b
W.2.E.E2.c
L.1.A.9-12.b
L.1.B.9-12
L.2.A.9-12.b

	2.3
2.4
4.6
	W.9-10.2
W.9-10.4
W.9-10.6
SL.9-10.1
SL.9-10.2

	
	4

	ASSESSMENT DESCRIPTIONS*:  (Write a brief overview here. Identify Formative/Summative.  Actual assessments will be accessed by a link to PDF file or Word doc. )   
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENTS:
· Short research-based essay on a 20th or 21st century individual or group that opposed government repression (#1)
· Two short analytic essays responding to key ideas developed throughout the novel   (#2)
· Short essay responding to Excerpts from Thoreau’s “On the Duty of Civil Disobedience”  (#3)
· Group discussion on the print and visual texts read and viewed and on the essential questions posed as the prompt for the summative assessment  (#4)

SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT:
· Analytic/argumentative essay based on the essential questions posed about the novel

*Attach Unit Summative Assessment, including Scoring Guides/Scoring Keys/Alignment Codes and DOK Levels for all items.  Label each assessment according to the unit descriptions above ( i.e., Grade Level/Course Title/Course Code, Unit #.)

	Obj. #
	INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES (research-based): (Teacher Methods) 

	1,2
	1.   (a) Using the pre-reading question about the students’ personal experiences with oppression or harsh treatment by an authority figure, have the students write about their personal knowledge of and feelings about this kind of treatment. 
      (b) Writing about real-life rebels against repression:  have the students write briefly about (a) a 20th or 21st century individual or group that rebelled against political oppression and (b) their own observations and conclusions about what “politicizes” people or inspires them to take political action against repressive leaders or governments.

	1,2,4
	2.  (a)  Using  guided close reading of the novel , two Alvarez poems,  Alvarez’s essay, “Chasing the Butterflies,”  and the excerpts from Thoreau’s “On the Duty of Civil Disobedience” to help the students understand how viewpoint, characterization, setting, conflict, repetition of important details, images, and symbols are used to develop the theme of civil disobedience and rebellion against political repression.
(b)  Helping  students read closely by
· using guided reading questions for the novel, the essay “Chasing the Butterflies,” and the two Alvarez poems
· providing a format (characterization chart) for comparing and contrasting the main characters (Mirabal sisters)
· using a TP-CASTT graphic organizer to analyze the elements in the Alvarez poems, “Dusting” and “Ironing Their Clothes”
· having the students annotate and chart the selection from Thoreau’s “Civil Disobedience” to evaluate both what the text says and the techniques used to emphasize Thoreau’s main points 

	1,2,4,5

3, 1, 2, 4
	3.   Asking the students to take notes on the class discussion over the novel, the nonfiction texts, the two Alvarez poems, the video, and the picture montage of the Mirabal sisters; providing reflection questions for the discussion of the two visual texts, the video and the picture montage. 
4.  Having the students use a process involving prewriting, outlining, notetaking, composing, revision, editing to write a well-developed analytic-argumentative essay.  (writing process)

	Obj. #
	INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES: (What Students Do)

	1,2
	 1.   Pre-reading Activities:
   (a) Use the pre-reading question, have the students journal about their personal experiences with oppressive authority figures.
   (b)  In a whole-group discussion, have the students brainstorm a list of 20th and 21st century individuals and groups that opposed political oppression or repressive governments; after brainstorming, they should share their knowledge about these individuals and groups.  Then they will do a short digital research on one of these individuals or groups that interests them and prepare a short (approximately one-two pages, double-spaced) report on the individual or group, focusing on what inspired the person/group to rebel, on how the person/group rebelled, and on the outcome of the rebellion.   (formative assessment #1)
    (c) In a whole-group discussion, have the students use their research as a basis for discussing the essential questions, “What politicizes individuals and makes them risk everything for a certain cause?” and “In what circumstances does it become a moral imperative to practice civil disobedience?  At what point is it necessary to rebel against a political system or leader?”

	1,2,4
	2.  Read In the Time of the Butterflies, the excerpt from Thoreau’s “Civil Disobedience,” Alvarez’s essay “Chasing the Butterflies,” and Alvarez’s poems “Dusting” and “Ironing Their Clothes.”  View Sonia Silvestre’s video Las Mariposas and the picture montage of the sisters.  The students should use the following to identify, analyze, and evaluate central elements and themes in the texts:
· Guided reading questions on In the Time of the Butterflies,  “Chasing the Butterflies,” and the Alvarez poems
· The characterization chart on the Mirabal sisters
· The TP-CASTT form for analyzing and responding to “Dusting” and “Ironing Their Clothes”
· The “Charting the Text” graphic organizer to chart the “Civil Disobedience” excerpt
· The discussion guide to Silvestre’s Las Mariposas and the picture montage of the Mirabal sisters
They will use the guided reading questions to discuss the Alvarez novel and her essay “Chasing the Butterflies.” These discussions will provide the basis for their short essay responses on the novel (formative assessment #2).

They will use the characterization chart of the Mirabal sisters, the TP-CASTT graphic organizers for the poems, and the discussion questions on the characterization chart and poems a basis for discussing how family relationships motivate individuals to take political or social action.

They will use the chart of the “Civil Disobedience” essay as an aid in class discussion of the text and as a pre-writing guide for the short essay on “Civil Disobedience” (formative assessment #3).

They will use the discussion guide on the video and the picture montage to aid in their group discussion of these and the other texts (formative assessment #4).

	1,2,4,5



3, 1, 2,4
	3.  Have a whole-group discussion on all of the texts they have read and viewed, focusing the discussion on all three essential questions for the unit.  The students should take notes during the discussion; they need to know in advance that they will be able to use these notes as a resource, along with the print texts they have read, as they compose their final essay (summative assessment).  They should be encouraged to actively participate in the discussion:  their participation should be evaluated with the discussion evaluation rubric.  (formative assessment #4).
4.  Use a writing process to complete the summative assessment.  This process will include
· Determining a stance and claim for their essay
· Using notes they have taken on the video and on their class discussion and using the print texts to develop their claim
· Composing their essay, including appropriate internal documentation
· Revising
· Editing


	UNIT RESOURCES: (include internet addresses for linking)
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Ar1GTKp8Q0	
http://www.bing.com/search?q=Julia+Alvarez&src=IE-SearchBox&Form=IE8SRC
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