Summative Assessment:  In The Time of the Butterflies

	In her essay, “Chasing the Butterflies,” Julia Alvarez states that the Mirabal sisters became “national heroines” and that the day of their deaths, November 25, has been declared by the United Nations as “The International Day against Violence against Women.”  Alvarez has also stated that she was “haunted” by the Mirabals, partly because their story led her to wonder why they went so much further than most citizens ever do in opposing an oppressive leader or political system.  They literally knowingly gave up their lives.

Sonia Silvestre video:     http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Ar1GTKp8Q0	

You can use any of the following that will help you develop your response to the questions below, but you must include references to the novel In the Time of the Butterflies and to at least three of the other texts:
· In the Time of the Butterflies
· “Chasing the Butterflies,” Alvarez 
· the excerpt from Thoreau’s “On the Duty of Civil Disobedience” 
· Alvarez’s poems, “Dusting” and “Ironing Their Clothes”
· the Sonia Silvestre youtube video about the Mirabals and their murder
· the picture montage of the Mirabal sisters
· your notes from the class discussion on these texts
· information and ideas from your short pre-reading essay on an individual or group that rebelled against political oppression
· your own knowledge of history and personal observations of current local and national politics 

Respond to the following questions in an essay of 750-1000 words: 

“What politicizes individuals and motivates them to participate in political action groups and campaigns?”
“When should individuals become dissidents or practice political activism?  When should they avoid becoming politically involved?”
