Guided Reading Questions for “Chasing the Butterflies,” Julia Alvarez

1.  Alvarez traces the events in her life that led her to write a novel about the Mirabal girls.  What contrast between the Alvarez and Mirabal families first inspired Julia’s interest in telling the Mirabals’ story?




2.  What successive events led Alvarez to continue her research into the Mirabals’ story?




3.  Why did Alvarez at one point abandon the project of telling the Mirabals’ story?  What led her later to revise the plan and decide to write a novel about them rather than a biography?



4.  How is El Jefe, Trujillo, characterized on the last page of “Chasing the Butterflies”?




5.  How did Alvarez know when she had reached the point that she was ready to write her novel about the sisters?



6.  Alvarez concludes her essay with “Que vivan las Mariposas!” (“Long live the Butterflies!”).  How is this a fitting conclusion, given the fact that she precedes it with the episode in which she describes visiting the site of their deaths?




7.  Explain how the title “Chasing the Butterflies” fits this essay well.
