Reflecting About Opposition to Repressive Authority Figures
(Pre-reading for In the Time of the Butterflies)


Introduction:
	In the Time of the Butterflies develops several significant inter-related themes, one of which is how oppressive rulers and governments rule largely by evoking fear in their citizens.  They threaten to take away from non-compliant citizens their rights to free expression, their money and property; they destroy the social and family networks on which people rely for comfort and support; they deny citizens access to information, personal security, physical necessities, and personal dignity.  In other words, they focus on their people’s essential needs, denying citizens the most basic necessities for survival.

	Reflect on this theme:

             Think about a time in your own experience in which you felt oppressed or harshly controlled by someone in authority.  It could have been a parent, a teacher, a leader of some group or team of which you were a member, or a boss at work who acted in an authoritarian way that seemed harsh and unfair to you.  Write briefly about this experience, focusing on what made you feel repressed or mistreated, on your feelings about this treatment, and on how you reacted to it.
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