 Silvestre’s  Las Mariposas and the Montage of the Mirabal Sisters:
Discussion Questions for the Group Discussion on the Visual Texts

	You have read Alvarez’s story of the Mirabal sisters, in which she has each sister tell her own version of the story, thus giving a personal voice to each sister.  In Sonia Silvestre’s music video and in the montage of the sisters, you see a visual re-enactment of the sisters’ deaths and a visual collection of images of the sisters.

1.  Compare and contrast the voice of Patria, Minerva, and Maria Teresa in the novel with the visual presentation of these three sisters in the Silvestre video and the picture montage.  In the case of each sister, how do the voice in which that sister speaks and the visual presentations of her reinforce each other?  Are there ways in which a particular sister’s voice and verbal depiction in the novel do not match the visual images of that sister?


2.  Consider the following questions about the Sonia Silvestre video depiction of the girls’ deaths:
(a)  Why are color and black-and-white images intermingled in this video?  Why are the wedding pictures of the girls black-and-white, while the depiction of their death is in color?  Why is the initial picture of Trujillo in  black-and-white and the later pictures in color?
(b)  Why does the video begin and end with brilliantly colored pictures of butterflies in a field?  What does this show about the sisters?
(c)  How does the video emphasize visually the El Jefe (the boss) and “goat” images of Trujillo?
(d)  How does the video portray the sisters as not simply victims but martyrs?


3.  Consider the following questions about the montage of pictures of the sisters:
(a)  What most impresses you about these images of the sisters?  What do you find compelling or captivating about them?  Disturbing?
(b)  What messages about the sisters are projected in the two stamps?  What aspects of the stamps depict the girls as martyrs?



4.  The Dominican people view the Mirabal sisters as heroines and martyrs.  How do the video and picture montage both reflect this attitude of the Dominican people toward Las Mariposas?
