Discussion Questions on the Alvarez Poems, “Dusting” and “Ironing Their Clothes” and on the Characterization Chart of the Mirabal Sisters
1.  What motivates Patria, Minerva, and Maria Teresa to rebel against Trujillo’s dictatorship?  Study your characterization chart and your responses to the guided reading questions on the novel to determine what motivates each girl.  List their motives below:

Patria (see especially pages 58-59, the description of Patria’s encounter with Mary):_________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Minerva (see especially pages 13, 86 and 108):________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Maria Teresa (see especially pages 122, 142 and 147):__________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________


2.  Identify and analyze what traits in each Mirabal sister enable her to stay strong and not back down from rebellion against the Trujillo government.

Patria:________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Minerva:______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Maria Teresa:___________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________


3.  Consider and discuss the conflict between the mother and daughter in “Dusting.”  What motive for rebelling against an individual or power in authority is revealed through the conflict described in this poem?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

4.  In “Ironing Their Clothes,” Alvarez reveals how important family and personal relationships motivate us both to express our support and love for others and to work to show our care for them.  Compare the relationship Alvarez has with her father, mother, and older sister, as revealed in the poem, with the relationship Minerva Mirabal has with her father, mother, and sister Patria.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

5.  In what ways is the Mirabal sisters’ rebellion against the Trujillo dictatorship an expression of love for their families and for other members of their community?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________


