Short Essay Response to Excerpts from “On the Duty of Civil Disobedience,”
 Henry David Thoreau, 1849

	You have read the excerpts from Thoreau’s essay and charted his argument; you have also participated in the class discussion of the essay excerpts.  Using the text of the excerpts, your graphic charting of the arguments presented in the excerpts, and any notes you took on the class discussion, respond to the following in a essay of approximately 2 double-spaced pages.

	Select one of the quotes below, all of which come from the excerpted essay, and write a response in which you make and support a claim based on your knowledge about civil disobedience and about what the individual’s relationship to his/her government should be (based on your own experience, your research, your study of history, and the readings we have done).  Use relevant, specific evidence and examples to support your claim.  

If you select quote #3, respond to the question it poses.  If you select any other quote, you can agree with the claim made in the quote; you can disagree with it; or you can agree but with “qualifiers” that explain exceptions or that modify the quote in some way.

1.   “It is not desirable to cultivate a respect for the law, so much as for the right.  The only obligation which I have a right to assume is to do at any time what I think right.”  (paragraph 3)


2.  “The mass of men serve the state thus, not as men mainly, but as machines, with their bodies.  They are the standing army, and the militia, jailers, constables, posse comitatus, etc.  In most cases there is no free exercise whatever of the judgment or of the moral sense. . .” (#4)


3.  “Unjust laws exist:  shall we be content to obey them, or shall we endeavor to amend them, and obey them until we have succeeded, or shall we transgress them at once?”   (#7)


4.  “Thus the state never intentionally confronts a man’s sense, intellectual or moral, but only his body, his senses.  It is not armed with superior wit or honesty, but with superior physical strength.”  (#9)


5.  “There will never be a really free and enlightened State until the State comes to recognize the individual as a higher and independent power, from which all its own power and authority are derived, and treats him accordingly.”  (#10)
