Scoring Guide for Short Essay Responses to In the Time of the Butterflies 

Writer:__________________________________________________

Response to essay # ___________________

	 Essay Elements
	Points Earned/Comments

	Ideas/Content:
(a)  The essay responds directly and specifically to the prompt.  References to the text support the claims the writer makes in the essay.
(b)  The ideas are insightful and show a clear understanding of the novel.

	



	Organization/Logic:
(a)  The essay’s organization is clear and effective.
(b)  The progression from point to point is logical.
(c)  The writer provides transitions within and between paragraphs to help the reader follow from point to point.

	


	Clarity of Expression and Conventions:
(a) Word choices are appropriate and convey the writer’s ideas clearly and effectively.
(b)  The sentence structure is grammatically correct and helps convey the ideas effectively.
(c)  The essay has few distracting errors in language conventions. 
	




	
	

	
	

	TOTAL POINTS POSSIBLE:   
Comments:
	Total points earned:



