Writing About Opposition to Repressive Authority Figures


 Research an individual or group in the 20th or 21st centuries that risked danger to oppose
repression or oppression by a government.   Possibilities include (but are not limited to) these individuals and groups:
· Martin Luther King, Jr. and other American Civil Rights leaders of the 1950s-1960s
· Nelson Mandela (South Africa)
· Mahatma Gandhi (India-1930s and 1940s)
· Underground movements against Hitler in WWII (France, Norway, Denmark, Germany)
· Fighters in the Spanish Civil War (1930s)
· Suffragists in the U.S. and England (early 20th century)
· Women in the Middle East in recent years and today

After reading about and viewing documentaries and/or film versions of the stories of these 
rebels against oppression, write a response of approximately 1-2 typed, double-spaced pages in which you focus on these questions:
1.  Why did these individuals or groups feel the need to rebel against their government or leaders?
2.  What form did their rebellion take, and how successful was it?
3.  Based on this individual’s or group’s experience, what can you conclude is the most viable way to work against and overcome repression?

	Your response will be scored on how directly, specifically, and effectively you respond to these three questions and on the documentation you provide.



















Pre-Reading Reflective Essay on In the Time of the Butterflies  (50 points)
Writer:__________________________________________________
	Reflective Essay Elements
	Points Earned/Comments

	Response to the questions 1 and 2 about the rebellion against oppression (20)
     The writer responds to the questions about the rebellion specifically, citing relevant evidence and support.
	



	Response to question 3  (15)
      The writer develops a logical explanation for the most viable way(s) to work against repression based on the evidence and specifics provided in response to questions 1 and 2.
	


	Documentation (5) 
       The writer documents appropriately in MLA format.
	




	Clarity of Expression and conventions (10)
      The writer expresses ideas clearly and effectively and has few errors in language conventions.	
	

	Comments:
	Total Points earned:





	
	



