Formative Assessment:  Questions about In the Time of the Butterflies

	The following short essay questions are ones which ask you to reflect on the entire novel.  This is an open-book assessment, so be sure to use specifics from the text to support your points, and cite the page number for all quotations and specific pieces of textual evidence.

	Select two of the following on which to write short but well-supported essays.

1.  Two phrases are used throughout the novel to describe Trujillo, and two are used throughout to describe the three murdered Mirabal sisters:  “The Boss”/”El Jefe” and “The Goat” refer to Trujillo; “The Butterflies”/Las Mariposas” and “The Girls” refer to the sisters.  Think about what is implied by each of the phrases and discuss 
(a)  how each phrase applies to Trujillo and to the sisters; 
(b)  how each phrase reflects the Dominican people’s attitudes towards Trujillo and the 
        Mirabals; and
(c)  how these phrases depict the relationship and conflicts between Trujillo and the Mirabals.


2.  Many people were killed on Trujillo’s orders during his thirty-one-year reign in the Dominican Republic (1930-1961).  In the context of the many murders that occurred before the 1960 murder of the Mirabal sisters, why did their murder have such a strong impact on the Dominican people?  What made the Mirabal sisters not just victims but also martyrs?


3.  Alvarez chose to use four first-person narrators, the four Mirabal sisters, to tell their story.
(a)  How would the story have been different if Alvarez had told it from a third-person narrative viewpoint?
(b)  Why do you think she chose to use four first-person narrators, and specifically, why the four sisters, including the one who survived?  (Remember that Alvarez could have chosen to narrate from the Mirabal mother’s viewpoint or the father’s, or even from Trujillo’s; instead, she chose the four Mirabal sisters.)


4.  Dede is the sister who survived, the one who calls herself “the oracle” who’s left to speak for the other three.  Compare and contrast Dede with Minerva, the “warlike” sister with whom Dede has the most conflict.  In your discussion, focus on how the two girls’ personal traits, worldviews, and central values differ, leading them to different decisions and fates in the era of the Trujillo dictatorship.


