Harrison Bergeron Example Questions

These questions can be used to create a summative test. Teachers can pick and choose, or use all the questions. The questions are designed to be open-ended and students are expected to support their answers with explicit examples from the text. Questions use literary techniques and students should be well versed in analyzing text through the use of these techniques. Pre-teach the techniques if necessary.

1) [bookmark: _GoBack]The connotation of the word “equal” is neutral or even sometimes positive. Explain how Vonnegut’s story transformed the connotation of the word “equal” to a negative meaning. 
 
2) Vonnegut uses imagery throughout the story. What are three types he uses and what are the effects of that imagery? 


3) Vonnegut uses what point of view in Harrison Bergeron? Give an example from the story of that point of view.

4) The tone in Harrison Bergeron is satirical and uses humor. Give examples of both.


5) Describe the setting of the story and explain its importance.

6) What does the shotgun symbolize? Why would Vonnegut choose this dated weapon rather than a futuristic one?

7) Use a Venn diagram or a similar graphic organizer to show the similarities and differences between the society depicted in the story and communism.


8) Some critics have said that Harrison Bergeron is warning society of the power of television and other forms of mass communication like the Internet. Television in the story is used like a type of sedation that allows mind control of the masses. Does our society use television as a sedative? Did Vonnegut predict the future when he wrote the story? 

9) In Harrison Bergeron equality is attained, but the cost is individual freedom and individual achievement. Our society strives for equality too, but how do these two societies ideas of “equality” differ? What makes what our society does acceptable but Harrison’s society unacceptable? 


10) Is Harrison the protagonist of the story? Explain. Who is the antagonist? Explain.

11) Describe George’s internal conflict. How is it influenced by his external conflict?


12) How does Harrison represent the last hope of the people in his society?

13) Was Harrison’s death an assassination, suicide or both?


14) What is the message Vonnegut wants readers to take from this story? Create a universal theme from the message.



