
Short Story Summative Assignment

Write a narrative that develops an imagined experience. It should focus on a main character that is driven by pressure towards a permanent change. The story will establish a consistent point of view and perspective. It will also employ the use of narrative techniques such as dialogue, well-chosen details, and page breaks to sequence events. It will give special attention to how the sentences sound, relying on creativity and literary devices. The final draft should be 9-10 pages, well polished in MLA format, and contain no grammatical errors (see the Scoring Guide on the reverse side). 

Scoring Guide

Short Story

	Criteria
	Superior A
	Good B
	Satisfactory C
	Passing D

	Length

(20)
	10+ pages
	9 pages


	7-8 pages
	Less than 7 pages

	Conflict

(20)
	Clear attempt made to create multiple conflicts that prevent the main character from getting what they want.


	Clear attempt made to create multiple conflicts; main character gets what they want some of the time. 
	At least one conflict in the story. Main character gets what they want most of the time. 
	Main character gets what they want most of the time; no main conflict in the story.

	Point of View

(10)
	Clear point of view and consistent perspective throughout the story.


	Clear point of view with a few inconsistencies in the perspective. 
	Clear point of view with several inconsistencies in the perspective. 
	Point of view is not clear and perspective shifts focus.

	Sound

(10)
	Clear effort and attention given to making sentences sound good. 


	Some effort given to making sentences sound good. 
	A few sentences sound good. 
	Little to no attention given to making sentences sound good.  

	Dialogue

(10)


	Clear attempt made to write effective dialogue, properly formatted. 
	Most of the dialogue is effective and properly formatted.
	A few instances of effective dialogue, occasionally not formatted correctly. 
	A few instances of effective dialogue, formatted incorrectly. 

	 Timeline

(5)
	Creative and effective use of page breaks to create appropriate sequence of events. Timeline believable for change.
	Effective use of page breaks to create appropriate sequence of events. Timeline believable for change.
	At least one page break, but timeline not appropriate for change. 
	No page breaks, story takes place in less than 24 hours, change is not believable. 

	Format

(10)
	Final copy is typed in MLA format with no errors.  
	Final copy is typed in MLA format with several errors. 
	Final copy is typed in MLA format with several errors. 
	Final copy is not typed.  

	Grammar

(10)
	Effective grasp of grammar; errors are few and not distracting.
	Effective grasp of grammar; several errors, but not distracting.
	General understanding of grammar; a few errors that are distracting. 
	Several errors in grammar that distract from the story. 


