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Pre-Assessment—Words

Name_______________________

Favorite Word__________________________

Note: After each step in the exercise, have students share their writing with each other and then share what you have written. Encourage students to not make sense. 

For the next five minutes, write continuously. Think about experiences you have had recently, what might be on your mind right now. Do not let yourself stop writing even if it does not make sense. 

Example: Well I should start writing now. It’s been like two seconds. I don’t really want to write. I don’t know what to write. I don’t know what to write. I could write about breakfast this morning. I didn’t eat breakfast this morning. I’m kind of hungry. I tried to eat breakfast in my first hour class, but the teacher would not let me. 

Now, having finished the exercise, share your experience. 

Turn the page over, and for the next 5 minutes, repeat the exercise on a new topic. Your goal is to write more than you did last time. 

Follow-up discussion: What made each story interesting? 

