Argument Chart
Sample 
Analysis of: Chief Red Jacket’s Speech
	Claim
	Supporting Evidence
	Opposing Viewpoint

	
The Iroquois do not want to destroy the white man’s religion, or take it from the white man.  The Iroquois only want to enjoy worship in their own way.
	
1. Before the white man came, the Iroquois lived in peace.  White men fled their own country to enjoy their religion.  The Iroquois gave them land and corn and meat.  The white man gave the Iroquois liquor—and took more land.
2. If there is but one true religion, then why weren’t the Iroquois given that religion?
3. How do we know you speak the truth—when white people often deceive the Iroquois?
4. If there is only one true religion, why do the whites argue among themselves about it?
5. Red men and white men have many differences; why not also different religions?

	
You say you do not want our land or our money—you only want to “enlighten” us and teach us how to worship.










	
	
	Arguments Against the Opposing Viewpoint 

	
	
	
1. We have been to your meetings and we have seen you take up collections of money.  How do we know you will not ask for collections from us?
2. You are teaching our white neighbors; we will watch to see if they benefit from your teaching.  If they no longer lie to us and cheat us, then we might be convinced that your religion is a good one.






Argument Chart
Sample
Analysis of:  Reverend Cram’s Speech to the Chiefs of the Six Nations
	Claim
	Supporting Evidence
	Opposing Viewpoint

	
The Boston Missionary Society will enlighten the Iroquois’ minds and instruct them how to properly worship.
	
1. BMS formerly sent missionaries to the Iroquois; prior ministry.
2. BMS does not want Iroquois land or money.
3. There is only one true religion—one true way to worship.
4. The Iroquois have never worshipped in an acceptable manner.
5. Some Iroquois have said they want to learn religion; but they want their leaders’ blessings.
	
If the Iroquois Chiefs have objections, then they should state them.






	
	
	Arguments Against Opposing Viewpoint

	
	
	
None stated.



