Problem Solving Paper

“If you are not part of the solution, you are part of the problem.”

In this two to three page paper, your intended audience is an administrator (principal or superintendent) or school board member, depending upon the issue you address.  You will consider a problem at the school and recommend a solution.  Carefully consider the following:  

· Convince the administrator a problem really exists.

· Map out the effects of this problem on our district.

· Brainstorm solutions and then evaluate them for a “best” solution.

· Convince the reader your solution is the best.

· Anticipate what objections your reader might have.

· Offer evidence or proof of your solution’s effectiveness

· Use authority—“according to….”

· Use examples—“In one instance….”

· Use statistics—“four out of five students suffer with….”

· Use personal experience—“More than once I have found….”

· Recommend an implementation 

· Consider a time-line and 

· Resources (money, staff, etc) needed for a solution

Some problems students in the past have addressed includes:

· Dress code

· Open campus lunch

· Lack of academic electives at the high school

· Student access to their cars during the school day

· Block scheduling

Please be certain you understand what this paper is not.  It is not a free-for-all gripe session.  If you suggest a problem, you must recommend a feasible solution.

