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Students at Thibodaux and South Lafourche High Schools in Louisiana will soon be free to break what was once a cardinal rule — no cell phones in class.
“We want to take advantage of what the kids have,” said Thibodaux High principal Glenn Haydel. “Rather than try to fight the cell phones, why not take advantage of it?”
The two schools are part of a pilot program to test whether cell phones, which must now be powered off while on campus, might actually have some educational value if used in a limited way.
“We thought, 'Why don’t we use those cell phones basically like mini-computers?' ” said Ray Bernard, supervisor of child welfare and attendance for Lafourche Parish's public school system. “They have extraordinary abilities in terms of research capabilities, recording of assignments, using them as calculators, using calendars to remember assignments, all kinds of things.”P
South Lafourche principal Bubba Orgeron came up with the idea after visiting several conferences where presenters talked about using cell phones to engage students.
Both principals discussed the plan with several school district and school board committees, ironing out potential kinks each time. Both schools also sent out surveys to parents and teachers asking them what they thought about the policy; of those who responded, 90 percent said their students had a cell phone, while two-thirds said they would be okay with more leniency towards cell phone use.
Haydel said that, with parents’ permission, the school would use cell phones to communicate news to students.
“We spend a lot of time every morning giving out announcements, and a lot of the time most of those announcements don’t apply to most students,” he said. “Under this system, we could text students so that they are aware of what’s going on.”
If band practice is canceled, for example, the school could send out texts only to band students rather than interrupting class.
The test policy, approved Wednesday by the Lafourche School Board, includes strict limits on when and how students can use cell phones. The phones must be on vibrate or silent mode, and students can’t take pictures or video unless directed by a teacher.
Both schools will establish “green zones,” where students can use their phones, and “red zones,” where they can’t. Green zones will include any high-traffic or “public areas.” Classrooms, bathrooms, changing rooms and any secluded locations will be considered red zones.
Once in class, students will only be allowed to use cell phones with their teacher’s permission.
“We’re going to enforce these rules just as strictly as we enforced the blanket policy,” Haydel said. “We’re not going to just let students play games or talk in the middle of class.”
Bernard said the larger school system will be watching the two schools to see how well the program works.
“This is a pretty unique program for us,” Bernard said. “We’re going to see how this goes, and, if it works, we’re going to try to apply it all over the system.”




