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	The following has been excerpted from an online article.


In my research regarding student cell phone use, I have learned that there have been hundreds of policies developed in states around the country attempting to control students having cell phones at school.  However, in most states, this decision is left up to local school districts.  Many school districts will develop strict policies to control the cell phone problem; however, after many people resist, those policies are often made to be much more lenient.

In most cases, when a student breaks the cell phone policy, the cell phone is taken for a pre-determined amount of time, or the student receives a more serious offense of either in-school detention or out-of-school suspension.

When students have cell phones during school hours, many disciplinary problems occur.  Whether they are being stolen by other students, used to harass other students, or used for cheating on class work, the valuable time of educators is frequently being used to address cell phone abuse by some students.

Twelve Problems Caused by Students with Phones
1.  Bullying or harassing other students with unwanted voice or text messages
2. Text-messaging or phoning friends during class time
3. Cheating (i.e. recording, sending or receiving test questions and/or answers)
4. Secretly taking inappropriate photographs of other students and distributing them
5. In a true emergency, massive cell phone usage can overload cellular phone systems, crippling critical official and emergency communication.
6. During school emergencies, massive numbers of students have called their parents via cell phones and, as a result, those parents have overwhelmed school campuses and have kept emergency personnel from getting to the scene.

So, what’s the answer?  I say, “Leave the cell phones at home and bring back pay phones!”  We seem to have survived without cell phones before their invention.  Furthermore, I feel that all of the illegal and immoral acts committed daily (on cell phones by students during the school day) far outweigh the parent’s right to talk with their children during a school emergency.



